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DIOEST  OF  PUBLIC  lAW  375 


SURPLUS  PROPERTY;  VETERAUS.  S.  1757,  to  make  veterans* 
priorities  next  to  those  of  the  Federal  Government,  to 
provide  that  certain  personal  property  be  set  aside  for 
veterans  without  regard  to  priorities,  to  provj.de  for  a 
time  limit  of  not  over  20  days  witMn  which  the  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies  must  exercise  their  priorities,  and  to  pro¬ 
hibit  transfer  of  property  between  Government  agencies, 
Ydthout  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  ibnos,  on  authority 
of  any  law  approved  before  June  22,  1944. 
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Hearings;  Senate,  S,  Res.  129.  (A  Resoli^tion  to 
investigate  the  disposal  of  surplus  government 
property  and  related  problems). 

S.  1757  introduced  by  Senator  Haybank  and  referred 
to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Print 
of  the  bill  as  introduced. 

Hearings*  Henate,  S.  Res.  129. 

Hearings;  House,  H,  R.'5329,  5517,  and  4432. 

Amendment  to  S.  1757  proposed  by  Senator  C’Mahoney. 

Senate  Committee  reported  S.  1757  with  amendments. 
Senate  Report  1142.  Print  of  the  bill  as  reported. 

Letter  to  T^ar  Assets  Administration  from  Sen.  V.’iiey. 

S.  1757  discussed  in  the  Senate  and  passed  as  re¬ 
ported. 

S.  1757  referred  to  the  House  Committee  on  Expend¬ 
itures  in  the  Executive  i^epartments .  Print  of  the 
bill  as  referred.  Committee  discharged. 

H.  R.  6157  introduced  by  Rep.  Nanasco  and  referred 
to  the  House  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Departments.  Print  of  the  bi?l  as  reported. 
( Companion  bi 11 ) . 

House  Committee  reported  F.  R.  6157  TJ-ithout  amend¬ 
ment.  ^fouse  Report  1954*  Print  of  the  bill  as  re¬ 
ported  . 

S,  1757  debated  and  passed  f^ouse  vrith  an  amendment 
substituting  the  language  of  H.  R.  6157. 

Remarks  of  ^p.  Johnson  favoring  H.  R.  6157. 

Senate  agreed  to  House  amendnents  to  S.  1757. 

Approved.  Public  Law  375. 
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OFFICE  OF  BUE'GrST  MD  FIEAECB 
Legiolcit ive  B-eports  and.  Sarvice  Section 


79tli-2nd,  ITo.  9 


i/IG-EST'OF  PROCEEEIITG-S  OF  COEQRESS  OF  IlTTERSST  TO  THE  DEPAETI^IEITT  OF  AGRICULT' 
(Issued  January  25,  1946,  for  actions  of  Thursday,  January  24,  1946) 

(For  staff  of  the  department  only) 

COHTEIITS 


Appropriati< 
Clothing. 


Coffee . X. .......  8  Laho 


,  / 

1,24  ^Housing.. . .'....5,21,25  Relief,  for/fgn, 

10  Infor;.iat  ion.  l  Reports .  .♦/!»... 


. 20 

...,26,27 

3j7>23  -^csearchy, ......  . . I3 

Cotton,,.........^.. .  7  Livestock'  and  neats......  3  Schoolv?funch  •■)ro.‘'rr’''i. , . . .  2 

Doiry  industry - - 18  Marketin^g . I5  Saall/Sus incss,  .T . 25 

Econony.*,...;- . \ . . .  1  Natural  resources . I7  Socihl  security . l4 

Sp.ploynent . .  ^3  Personnel, . 3. ♦.  1 , 4  So^,^R  conserva-t ion, ... ,  ...  15 

Earn  program,.. . PresidentiaR  succession, .  11  Territories  &  'oo's  s  css  ions.  I7 

. %.V  Prices . ’.7.15 /Trade,  foreign . 8,15 

Food  production. ..  .15, 16,1  A  Property  surplus . 5,1^!.  Veterans . ..5,12,21,23 

r  .15  Regional  authority.  .^9'  Whter  pollution.  .^... . ! . . !  22 


EIOKLIGHT S.  House  Rules  Gonnit  w^e  clca.rcci  scnoolvldnch  "bill.  House  iOc.issed  indepen¬ 
dent  offices^  a,ppropria.t  ion  hilljNre jeetod  Johnso^*^  (Ind. )  amendment  to  make  a^muro— 
priations^  ayailahle  at  rate  of  25^\oa.ch  cua.rtepi  Agreed  to ’.Sen. ' George^  s  request  to 
renovo' secrecy  injunction  on  inter-\icrican  cp^fee  -orotocol. 


.  / 


Ik  IHDEPSHRSilT  OFFICES  APPROPRIATION  H^Ij/\1947«  Passed,  299”6,  v.'ith  amend.ment  this 
hill,  H,  R.  5201  (pp.  363“S6)  .  ^ jeete^^  152-177>  after- having  agreed  to  it  in 

Committee  of  the  Nhole,  Rep.  Tj^er^s  (N»Y^  amendment  prohibiting  use  of  Budget 
Bureau  funds  for  the  operat  ioU' of  .a  GoverruAnt  information -service  (pp4  367-9)  • 
and,  158— 170,  Rep.  Johnson' ^/( Ind,)  amendnen\^provi ding- that  appropriations  in 
•  the  executive  departments  |trid  independent  offices  become  available' at  the  rate 
of  25^  -per  quarter  (pp.  yfS-^3)  •  R:"jected,  145-^^75,  Hep.  Taber's  (iT.'f.)  motion 
to  recomit  with  instruc^ons  to  report  back  with  '^endments  reducing' by  10^  all 
appropriations  for  perj^onnel  in  every,  item  of  the  hill  except  those  for  the  Vet¬ 
erans'  Adninistrat  io^  (pp*  334-^5)*  Hep,  Bw-orshak,  l^f^ho,.  inserted 'a  "Washington  . 
.  Star  article  setti^  out  Comptroller  General  ¥arren' s  Xiv e-point  -program 'for  ' 
reducing  FederaR  .^^uenditures  (p,  377)*  •  '  'X. 

2,  SCHOOI-UHTCH  P^RAlvI,  '  The  Hules  Committee  reported  a  resol^ion  for  the  consid¬ 

eration  of  H^  R.  3370*  tke  school-lunch  bill  (pp.  3^0,  333), 

3.  liEiT  PAXKER'S;  LABOR.  Hep.  May,  Ky, ,  announced  a  meeting-  of  the  \uiitary  Affairs 

Committee’  for  today  at  10:00  a.m,  to  determine  the  policy  relatiA  ^0  passage 
of  Arm^‘‘meat  trucks  through  picket  lines  (p,  3^1)  • 

4*  PERaj^^IEL;  LEAVE.  Received  CSC' s  proposed  legislation  to  amend  .tlie  aX^rclative  . 
to/palyment  for  acc-nmulated  lea.va  to  Government  employeas  -on  separation  ^rom  the 
pderal  service.  To  Civil  Service  Committee,  (p,  333^  •  \ 

\ 

5/S[JEPLUS  PROPERTY;  HOUSING,  Received  a  Calif.  Legislature  memorial,  favoring  py 
lease  of  surplus  housing  materials  in  Calif,  for  construction  of  \ etei a.ns 


\  housing  (p,  3SS)« 


■y  .  _S.E.  S.  The  Rules  Committee  reported  a  rule  for  consideration  of  E.R,  4437,  t; 
,Veturn  public  employment  offices  to  State  operation  (p.  3SS).  j 

\  Rep*  Doyle,  Calif.,  spoke  favoring  Federal  control  of  the  USES  (p,  36l)^ 


SSlhATS 


F.E.P.C.  \Continued  debate  on  S.  101,  the  FEPC  bill  (pp.  327-30,  332-5^.  Duriig 
the  debatX^Sen.  Bankhead,  Ala,,  discussed  the  effect  of  the  bill  oniarmers  and 
farmers'  co^pieratives  and  inserted  an  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  letter 
opposing  theNbill  (p.  34o)';  and  Sens.  HcClellan  .(Ark.)  and  Maybaj^ ( S, C. )  dis¬ 
cussed  farm  l^or  and  cot  ton  prices  (u.'  349)'.' 


COFFEE  .IMPORTS^..  .S^eed  to  Sen.  G-eorgc*'s'  (Ga'.')'  request  that  th 
secpecy  be  removed 'from  a  protocol  extending  the  inter-Amei^c 


^  ip.JP^i.otioR.  Pf 

n  poAfee  agreement 
record,  (i^p. 330-1.) 


to,  Oct,.  1,  1946.  ThW  protocol  a,nd  lettfehs' are  printed  in  ^Ahe 

'  •  ■  ■  \  ■  ■  ■  /  ' 

1.  PERSOIRIEL, .  Sen.  Byrd,  \a. ,  inserted  a/ table  shovring  Federal  enroloyment  b,y  de- 

.  .partnents  and  agencies  fw  Oct,  and  ITov.,  1945  (pp.  3^-2). 


u0»  CIOTHIITG  SHORTAGE.  Sen.  Grea^,  'R,'‘I,,'  inserted  a  Legislature  resolution  j 

favoring -investigation  of  th^clothing  shortage  (p.  332).'  * 


.1*  PRESIDEITTIAI  SUCCESSION.  The  PriN^lcgos  a.nd  E^^'Cetions  Committee  reported  without 
amendment  S.  Con,  Res.  50,  'to  provide  for  a  ^;folnt  congrtfselonel  committee  to 
study  the  dupstion  of  Presidential  \uccpss^y6n  and  election  (S.Rept.  892)(p.  332)-, 


BILLS  IITTROIUCSD 


13,  ATOMIC  ENERGY.  H.R.  "^l^O » "^y  Rep.  Celler,  N.Y. \to'  develop,  co nserveT' "nnd" 'regu- 
late  the  use  of  atomic  energy;  to  promote  and  elmourage  such,  uses,  as  nay  serve 
the  economic  welfare  of  the  .Nation,  to  ^^rohibit  i^te  private  ercploitation,  and’ to 
outlaw  the  military  use  of.dsuch  energy  through,  inte^^tional  conrpa-ct.  To  Mil¬ 
itary  Al'fairs  Committee,  Xp.  3SS.)  ‘  "  \ 


l4*  SOCIAL  SECURITY.  H.R, /'^234,  by  Rep.  Bolton,  Qhio,  to.au^orize  the  Federal  Secur¬ 
ity  Administrator  to/’assist  the  States  in  matters  relatii^  to  social  -orotection. 
To 'Jud iciary  Commi'^ee,  (p.  33S0 


ITSLIS  HI  APPENDIX 


15*  FAK'I  PROGRAM,  /  Sen.  Smith,  N,J,,  inserted  his  N.J.  Farm  Bureau  Coayention  a.ddress 
in  which  h^.-' outlined  a  foirr -point  farU  program;  high  pro  duct  ion,  a.u^air  prices , 
increased/efficiency  of  production  arid  marketing,  conservation  of -.s^l,  water , 
and  forpets,  and  expansion  of  free-moving  foreign  trade  •■(•pp,  A211— 2 


],6»  FARM.  INDUCTION,  Reu.  Eaton,  N.J,,  inserted  a  farm-organization  re;io'rt- 
farpi'^  product  ion  in  N.J,  during  1945, (p.  A207).  . 


17.  IL^AII,  Del,  Farrington,  Hav/aii,  insorted  a  Territories  Comraittce  report  r 
/mending  statehood  for  Hawaii  and  including  statistics  bn  agricultural  rcsourc 
and  prodUption  (pp.  A.213-16).  ' 


12.  SURPLUS  PROPERTY;  VETERANS.  S,  I757,  by  Sen.  Maybank,  S.C,,  (for  himself  and 

Sens. 0 'Mahoney,  Nyo.,  a.nd  Chavez,  IT.Me::.)  to  provide  higher 'v’e taran s'  preference- 
in  the  Surplus  Property  Act.  To  Military  Affair.s  Comnitt.ee.’  :(p'.  357 ••) 
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man’s  strongly  urged  suggestion  that  they 
alter  their  stand  and  accept  his  terms  for 
sertjement. 

It' is  true  that  he  is  asking  them  to  accept 
a  grave  responsibility. 

The  difference  between  the  President’s  pro¬ 
posal  and  the  corporation’s  best  offer  is  3'/^ 
cents  an  hour.  That  sounds  small.  But  the 
union’s  demapd  is  industry-wide.  What  Big 
Steel  grants,  some  800  other  steel  and  iron 
companies,  big  and  little,  will  be  expected  to 
grant.  And  3V4  cents  an  hour  added  to  the 
pay  rolls  of  the  whole  steel  industry  would 
mean  a  huge  increase  in  labor  costs. 

Nor  would  that  be  all.  Mr.  Truman  says 
his  proposal  is  not  intended  to  set  a  pattern 
for  all  industry.  But  it  would  set  a  pattern 
if  accepted  by  United  Statw  Steel,  for  unione 
would  regard  it  as  precedent  for  settlement 
of  wage  demands  on  many  other  industries. 
We  have  no  means  of  judging\ whether  the 
inflationary  effect  on  costs  and  Jsfices  would 
be  as  serious  as  President  Falrless\pf  United 
States  Steel  says,  but  unquestionably  it 
would  be  great.  \ 

However,  the  effects  of  a  steel  strike ’could 
be  worse. 

Steel  is  our  key  industry.  If  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  steel  stops,  while  management  and 
lahor  fight  a  finish  test  of  economic  strength,'’ 
manufacture  of  everything  made  of  steel  or 
iron — from  locomotives,  automobiles  and  re¬ 
frigerators  to  bobby  pins,  paper  clips,  and 
thumb  tacks — soon  will  stop.  Hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people,  not  directly  interested 
in  the  strike,  will  lose  their  jobs. 

This  country  can’t  achieve  prosperity  and 
full  employment  by  closing  down  plants.  It 
can’t  pay  the  war  debt  or  defeat  inflation  by 
freezing  industry.  The  only  formula  for  high 
real  wages  and  sound  business  profits  is  vol¬ 
ume  production.  And  a  long  steel  strike 
could^  destroy  all  hope  of  getting  production 
into  high  volume  for  many  months,  and  per¬ 
haps  forever.  We’ve  got  the  best  chance 
now  we’re  likely  to  have. 

If  the  CIO  union  had  turned  down  Presi¬ 
dent  Truman’s  proposal  for  avoiding  a  steel 
strike  and  its  consequences,  the  union  would 
be  in  the  national  doghouse.  If  United 
States  Steel  insists  on  turning  down  that  pro¬ 
posal,  we  believe  the  corporation  will  put  it¬ 
self  in  bad  with  what  Mr.  Truman  has  termed 
the  greatest  pressure  bloc  of  all — the  Amer¬ 
ican  people. 

Steel  strike  or  no,  we  think  the  tidal  wave 
a  strikes  now  bringing  this  worst  threat  ab¬ 
solutely  proves  one  thing.  That  Is  that  gov¬ 
ernment  by  men — even  though  the  men  are 
presidents  of  great  unions,  great  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  a  great  nation — has  not  solved 
and  cannot  solve  the  problem  of  labor -man¬ 
agement  relations. 

For  that  we  need  government  by  law.  -  We 
heed  a  rule  book,  instead  of  the  maneuvering 
-and  improvising  and  temporizing  that  takes 
us  all  to  the  edge  of  a  cliff,  and  maybe  sends 
us  over.  And  it’s  the  Job  of  Congress  to 
write  the  rules. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  RAPIDO  RIVER,  ITALY 

Mr.  O’DANIEL.  Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  that  I  may  submit 
a  resolution  without  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas  losing  the  floor. 

Mr.  McClellan,  with  that  under¬ 
standing,  I 'gladly  yield. 

Mr.  O’DANlilL.  Mr.  President,  yes¬ 
terday  I  related  to  the  Members  of  the 
Senate  that  a  few  brave  men,  remnants 
of  the  '^irty-sixth  Division,  in  their 
meeting/at  Brownwood,  Tex.,  petitioned 
Congr^s  to  conduct  an  investigation  of 
the  Biapido  River  “fiasco,”  as  they  call  it. 
I  ra4de  an  attempt  to  submit  the  reso- 
li^on  yesterday,  but  there  was  objection 
Jieard  to  the  unanimous -consent  request 


I  made.  So  at  this  time  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  offer  a  resolution  which 
would  provide  that  the  Military  Affairs 
Committee  of  the  Senate  conduct  an 
investigation  which  has  been  asked  by 
the  remnants  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Divi¬ 
sion.. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  With¬ 
out  objection,  the  resolution  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  resolution  (S.  Res.  218),  submit¬ 
ted  by  Mr.  O’Daniel,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  as  fol¬ 
lows; 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  or  any  duly  authorized  sub¬ 
committee  thereof,  is  authorized  and  di¬ 
rected  to  conduct  a  full  and  complete  inves¬ 
tigation  with  respect  to  the  handling  of  the 
troops  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Division  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  battle  of  Rapido  River, 
Italy,  to  determine  the  cause  of  the  heavy 
casualties  suffered  by  such  division,  and 
whether  the  action  was  brought  about 
through  military  necessity  or  on  account 
of  pressure  from  a  foreign  government  or 
\  governments.  The  committee  shall  report  to 
\the  Senate  at  the  earliest  practicable  date 
the  results  of  its  investigation,  together  wijih 
such  recommendations  as  it  may  deem  .de¬ 
sirable.  ,  ■' 

For  the  purposes  of  this  resolutiqii,  the 
committee,  or  any  duly  authorized  aubcom- 
mittee  thereof,  is  authorized  to  hold  such 
hearings,  to  sit  and  act  at  sucly  times  and 
places  during  the  sessions,  recea^s,  and  ad¬ 
journed  periods  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Con¬ 
gress,  to  employ  such  clerical  and  other  as¬ 
sistants.  to  reqihre  by  subpena  or  otherwise 
the  attendance  ot,  such  witnesses  and  the 
production  of  suclt,  correspondence,  books, 
papers,  and  documefitt,  to  administer  such 
oaths,  to  take  such  te^lmony,  and  to  make 
such  expenditures,  as  It  deems  advisable. 
The  cost  of  stenogi'aphiCTiServices  to  report 
such  hearings  shall  not  b\in  excess  of  25 
cents  per  hundred  words,  ^e  expenses  of 
the  committee  under  this  resolution,  which 
shall  not  exceed  $25,000,  shall  Be  paid  from 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Sstaate  upon 
*  vouchers  approved  by  the  chairm^  of  the 
committee.  \ 

NATIONAL  AGRICULTURAL  LEGISLA- 

,TION— ADDRESS  BY  SENATOR  SMITH 

/  (At  this  point  Mr.  McClellan,  by. 

/  unanimous  consent,  yielded  to  Mr.  Smith\, 
who  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  have 
printed  in  the  Record  an  address  en¬ 
titled  “National  Agricultural  Legisla¬ 
tion,”  delivered  by  hinf-ln  Trenton,  N.  J., 
January  21,  1946,  at  the  twenty-seventh 
annual  convention  of  the  New  Jersey 
Farm  Bureau,  which  appears  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix.) 

EFFECTIVE  DATES  OF  RATINGS  AND 

AWARDS  UNDER  VETERANS’  ADMINIS¬ 
TRATION-BILL  INTRODUCED 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Colorado.  Mr. 
President,  will  the  Senator  from  Arkan¬ 
sas  yield? 

Mr.  McClellan.  I  yield  if  I  may  do 
so  without  prejudice  to  my  position. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Colorado.  I  ask 
unanimous  consent,  without  prejudice  to 
the  Senator,  to  introduce  a  bill  to  govern 
the  effective  dates  of  ratings  in  awards 
under  the  Veterans’  Administration  re¬ 
vised  Schedule  for  Rating  Disabilities, 
1945,  and  for  other  purposes. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  (S. 
1756)  to  govern  the  effective  dates  of 


ratings  and  awards  under  the  Veterans’ 
Administration  revised  Schedule  for 
Rating  Disabilities,  1945,  and  for  other 
purposes,  introduced  by  Mr.  Johnson  of 
Colorado,  was  received,  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

VETERANS’  PREFERENCE  U^ER  SUR¬ 
PLUS  PROPERTY  ACT-^ILL  INTRO¬ 
DUCED 

Mr.  MAYBANK.  Mr.  President,  on 
behalf  of  the  Senator  from  Wyoming 
[Mr.  O’Mahoney]  ,  the  Senator  from  New 
Mexico  [Mr.  Chavez],  and  myself,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili¬ 
tary  Affairs. 

I  also  ask  unanimous  consent  that  a 
statement  by  the  Senator  from  Wyoming 
[Mr.  O’Mahoney],  and  his  correspond¬ 
ence  with  Mr.  John  W.  Snyder,  Director 
of  the  Office  of  War  Mobilization  and  Re¬ 
conversion,  be  printed  in  the  Record. 

I  ask  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  With¬ 
out  objection,  the  bill  will  be  received  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and,  without  objection,  the  state¬ 
ment  and  correspondence  referred  to  will 
.-.he-printed  in  the  Record. 

The  bill  (S.  1757)  to  broaden  the  scope 
and  raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  pref¬ 
erence  provided  for  in  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944,  introduced  by  Mr.  May- 
bank  (for  himself,  Mr.  O’Mahoney,  and 
Mr.  Chavez)  was  received,  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  statement  and  correspondence 
presented  by  Mr.  Maybank  were  ordered 
to  be  pi'inted  in  the  Record,  as  follows: 

BILL  TO  broaden  VETERANS*  PREFERENCE - 

STATEMENT  BY  SENATOR  JOSEPH  C.  O’MAHONET 

An  amendment  to  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  designed  to  give  veterans  a  preference 
second  only  to  the  Federal  Government  and 
to  authorize  the  purchase  of  surplus  for  their 
own  personal  use  will  be  introduced  in  the 
Senate  on  Monday,  January  21,  by  Senator 
Maybank  and  myself.  Speedy  action  may  be 
expected  upon  this  measure. 

The  problem  of  insufficient  outlets  which 
\  has  been  another  source  of  dissatisfaction 
‘jsrobably  does  not  require  legislation  but  can 
ba.handled  through  an  energetic  program  for 
the  sale  of  surplus  materials  on  the  spot 
where  they  have  become  surplus,  provided 
the  facilities  and  personnel  of  the  owning 
agencies^  are  employed  to  conduct  sales  to 
veterans  's^nd  to  other  priority  claimants. 

I  have  ixiday  addressed  a  letter  to  War 
Mobllization'vDirector  John  W.  Snyder  in 
which  I  have^inted  out  that,  even  though 
these  three  reforms  were  made  effective  im¬ 
mediately,  the  faW  that  insufficient  quanti¬ 
ties  of  suitable  m^erlals  have  been  declared 
surplus  to  date  will \emaln  a  serious  source 
of  dissatisfaction.  In.  order  to  remedy  this 
situation,  I  have  calleH.  upon  the  Office  of 
War  Mobilization  and  R^ponversion  to  sub¬ 
mit  to  the  Surplus  Property  Subcommittee 
a  program  to  assure  that  the  largest  possible 
quantities  of  those  classes  Of  civilian-type 
surplus  which  are  most  in  demand  by  vet¬ 
erans,  according  to  the  Smaller  >War  Plant 
Corporation’s  records,  are  immediately  de¬ 
clared  surplus  and  promptly  put  sale  to 
veterans.  \ 

It  is  my  belief  that  the  veterans  preference 
under  the  Surplus  Property  Act,  even  after 
its  rank  has  been  raised  and  its  scope  has 
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been  _^roadened,  can  be  made  effective  only 
if  pn  inventory  is  established  and  publicized 
of  those  types  of  surplus  goods  most  in  de¬ 
mand  by  veterans,  including  motor  vehicles, 
household  goods,  farm,  recreational  and 
sports  equipment,  and  if  such  surpluses 
are  made  available  Immediately  to  veterans. 

’*  A  conference  will  be  called  by  the  Surplus 
Property  Subcommittee  to  afford  the  Office 
of  War  Mobilization  and  Reconversion  and 
all  other  administrative  agencies  concerned 
an  opportunity  to  lay  before  the  subcommit¬ 
tee  a  program  for  the  effective  carrying  out 
of  a  broadened  veterans  preference  under  the 
Surplus  Property  Act. 

•  January  19,  1946. 

Mr.  John  W.  Snyber. 

Director,  Office  of  War  Mobilisation  and 
Reconversion,  Washington,  D.  C. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Snyder;  It  appears  to  me  to 
be  of  great  importance  to  achieve  the  closest 
possible  cooperation  between  the  Congress 
and  the  executive  branch  for  the  purpose  of 
making  effective  Immediately  the  promise  of 
preference  to  veterans  contained  in  the  Sur¬ 
plus  Property  Act.  Testimony  received  by 
the  Surplus  Property  Subcommittee  Indicates 
that  there  are  at  least  four  factors  which 
cause  dissatisfaction  with  the  way  in  which 
surplus  disposal  to  veterans  is  presently 
being  handled: 

1.  The  present  veterans’  preference  ranks 
below  the  priorities  granted  to  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  agencies.  State  and  local  govern¬ 
ments" 

2.  The  present  veterans’  preference  does 
not  extend  to  surplus  commodities  desired 
by  veterans  for  their  own  personal  use; 

3.  Civilian-type  surplus  property  generally 
desired  by  veterans  Is  not  available  in  suf¬ 
ficient  quantities  to  satisfy  existing  demand; 
and 

4.  Sufficient  outlets  are  not  available  to 
handle  expeditiously  the  distribution  of  such 
surplus  commodities  to  veterans. 

Of  these  barriers  the  first  and  second  can 
be  easily  changed  by  law,  and  they  were 
included  in  a  bill  drafted  by  the  Counsel  to 
the  Surplus  Property  Subcommittee.  This 
draft  bill,  as  you  know,  during  the  past'sev- 
eral  weeks  has  been  the  subject  of  confer¬ 
ences  with  various  Government  agencies  con¬ 
cerned,  including  your  office.  The  fourth 
hurdle — insufficient  outlets — probably  does 
not  require  legislation  but  can  be  handled 
through  an  energetic  program  for  the  sale 
of  surplus  materials  on  the  spot  where  they 
have  become  surplus,  provided  the  facilities 
and  personnel  of  the  owning  agencies  are 
employed  to  conduct  sdles  to  veterans’  and 
to  other  priority  claimants. 

Senator  Maybank  and  I  will  on  Monday 
Introduce  a  bill  to  remove  the  first  two 
obstacles  above  listed,  namely,  the  Inferior 
priority  for  veterans  now  provided  by  law. 
and  the  limitation  by  which  that  preference 
is  restricted  to  purchases  for  business,  pro¬ 
fessional,  or  agricultural  use.  Spieedy  action 
may  be  expected  upon  this  measure. 

Even  though  these  three  reforms  were 
made  effective  immediately,  there  would  still 
be  a  serious  source  of  dissatisfaction  if  the 
third  barrier  is  not  removed,  namely,  the 
lack  of  sufficient  quantities  of  suitable  sur¬ 
plus  materials  at  given  locations  to  satisfy 
existing  demand.  Several  weeks  ago  in  con¬ 
ference  with  Secretary  Patterson  and  Under 
Secretary  Royall  of  the  War  Department  I 
suggested  the  desirability  of  the  immediate 
establishment  of  an  Inventory  of  specific 
classes  of  civilian-type  surplus  property  in¬ 
cluding  rnotor  vehicles,  household  goods, 
farm,  recreational  and  sports  equipment,  the 
existence  of  which  could  be  publicized 
throughout  the  country  and  which  could  be 
mac^'  immediately  available  for  disposal  to 
thg  veterans.  This  inventory  should  also  in¬ 
clude  small  boats  now  owned  by  the  Mari¬ 
time  Commission  and  the  Navy  Department, 


which  would  be  available  for  use  by  veterans, 
particularly  as  fishing  and  charter  boats. 

I  understand  that  the  Smaller  War  Plants 
Corporation  is  preparing  a  list  of  the  classes 
of  surplus  in  demand  by  veterans  and  that  on 
the  basis  of  this  list  your  office  will  under¬ 
take  to  work  out  in  conjunction  with  all 
agencies  concerned  a  program  to  secure*  im¬ 
mediate  surplus  declarations  and  promote 
sales  of  the  property  so  listed.  I  have  today 
consulted  Under  Secretary  Royall  who,  I  un¬ 
derstand,  is  entirely  willing  that  an  imme¬ 
diate  survey  shall  be  made  of  the  specific 
quantities  of  civilian-type  property  which 
could  be  included  in  such  an  inventory. 
Such  survey  should  be  made  by  all  owning 
agencies. 

Whether  it  is  desirable  to  require  such  an 
inventory  to  be  established  by  executive  ac¬ 
tion  or  by  an  additional  amendment  to  the 
Surplus  Property  Act  is  to  be  the  subject  of 
further  discussions  by  the  Surplus  Property 
Subcommittee  with  all  of  the  Government 
agencies  concerned.  It  is  my  hope  that  at 
that  conference  you  will  be  able  to  present 
on  behalf  of  the  executive  branch  of  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  a  program  to  make  a  broadened 
veterans’  preference  effective. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  C.  O’Mahoney, 
Chairman,  Surplus  Property  Subcommittee. 

SUSPENSION  OP  IMMIGRATION  FOR  6 
YEARS— BILL  INTRODUCED 

Mr.  MAYBANK.  Mr.  President,  I  also 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  introduce  for 
appropriate  reference  a  bill  to  suspend 
immigration  for  a'period  of  5  years. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill 
(S.  1758)  to.suspend  immigration  for  a 
period  of  5  years,  was  received,  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Immigration. 

EXECUTIVE  messages  REFERRED 

As  in  executive  .se.ssion. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Senate  messages  from  the  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  submitting 
sundry  nominations,  which  were  referred 
to  the  appi’opriate  committees. 

(For  nominations  this  day  received,  see 
the  end  of  Senate  proceedings.) 

RECESS 

Mr.  CHAVEZ.  Mr.  President,  without 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  I  wish  at  this  time  to 
move  for  a  recess  until  12  o’clock  to¬ 
morrow. 

Mr.  MORSE.  Mr.  President,  will  the 
Senator  yield  before  he  makes  his 
motion? 

Mr.  MCCLELLAN.  I  believe  I  still 
have  the  floor.  I  yield  if  it  will  not 
prejudice  my  position. 

Mr.  MORSE.  Mr.  President,  I  simply 
desire  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  New 
Mexico  before  he  makes  the  motion  to 
recess,  that  I  think  it  should  be  under¬ 
stood  clearly  that  there  is,  may  I  say  a 
general  understanding  apparently  among 
a  majority  of  the  Members  of  the  Senate, 
with  respect  to  this  filibuster,  that  when 
6  o’clock  comes  the  Senate  will  recess. 
I  want  to  register  my  protest  against  that 
procedure,  Mr.  President,  because  I  feel 
that  the  Senate  should  make  up  its  mind 
to  do  everything  that  can  be  done  to 
break  the  filibuster.  We  cannot  break 
it  by  keeping  in  session  just  during  bank¬ 
ing  hours.  We  should  either  try  to  break 
it,  in  my  judgment,  by  a  sincere  and 
good  faith  attempt  on  the  part  of  those 


of  us  who  believe  that  this  filibuster  is  a 
great  mistake  because  it  denies  the  ma¬ 
jority  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
the  right  to  proceed  to  vote  on  the  ^PC 
bill  including  the  many  amendments 
which  I  think,  as  I  said  earli^  today, 
should  be  made  to  the  bill,  or/we  ought 
to  stop  the  type  of  farce  which  in  my 
judgment  we  are  now  proceeding  with 
when  we  seek  to  give  the  impression  that 
we  really  are  trying  to  stop  the  filibuster 
although  we  recess  every  afternoon  at  6 
o’clock  or  earlier.  I  simply  want  the 
Record  to  show  that  I  will  never  vote  for 
a  recess  so  long  as  this  filibuster  is  going 
on,  and  I  desire  to  say  to  those  v/ho  vote 
for  a  recess  that  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
perfectly  clear  to  everyone  that  they  will 
never  be  able  to  have  the  merits  of  the 
bill  voted  on  by  adopting  a  practice  of 
recessing  each  day  at  6  o’clock.  A  fili¬ 
buster  is  many  things.  For  one  thing, 
it  is  an  endurance  contest.  Continuous 
sessions  may  not  break  this  one,  but  they 
would  make  the  issue  perfectly  clear  to 
the  public,  namely,  that  Senators  will 
fight  to  establish  majority  rule  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CHAVEZ.  Mr.  President,  will  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  yield  to  me? 

Mr.  McCIELLAN.  I  yield. 

Mr.  CHAVEZ.  I  fully  appreciate  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Oregon  and 
agree  with  him.  But  I  have  great  faith 
in  human  nature.  I  think  those  who  are 
against  the  bill  or  who  are  now  discuss¬ 
ing  many  matters,  some  entirely  outside 
the  bill,  .should  be  given  an  opportunity 
to  get  a  little  rest  now  and  then.  Their 
minds  might  be  changed  by  treating 
them  with  kindness.  I  agree  with  the 
Senator  from  Oregon  that  the  filibuster 
should  be  broken,  but  I  hope  the  Senator 
will  not  press  his  protest  at  this  particu¬ 
lar  time. 

I  renew  my  motion  that  the  Senate 
,  riow  recess  until  12  o’clock  noon  tomor¬ 
row. 

Mr.  MORSE.  Mr.  President,  will  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  yield  to  me  to 
make  a  brief  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
New  Mexico? 

Mr.  McClellan.  I  yield  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  MORSE.  The  Senator  from  New 
Mexico  has  expressed  the  hope  that  I 
not  press  my  protest  at  this  tim.e.  The 
only  protest  I  could  make,  resulting  in 
floor  action,  would  be  to  suggest  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  a  quorum.  However,  I  want  the 
Record  to  show  that  that  would  be,  in 
my  judgment,  a  useless  procedure,  be¬ 
cause  I  know  what  would  happen  if  there 
were  a  call  for  a  quorum.  I  would  be 
outvoted  on  the  recess  issue.  I  say  that 
because  it  is  mNunderstanding  that  it 
is  the  intention  di  the  majority  of  the 
Members  of  the  Se^te  to  take  recesses 
at  this  time  of  day.  '’I  simply  want  the 
Record  to  show  mysprotest  at  that 
method  of  attempting  tJo  break  a  fili¬ 
buster.  I  shall  never  be  a ^arty  to  it. 

'The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
question  is  on  agreeing  to  th^i^otion  of 
th"'  Senator  from  New  Me^o  [Mr. 
Chavez]  that  the  Senate  take  \recess. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at 
6  o’clock  and  13  minutes  p.  m.)  theiBen- 
ate  took  a  recess  until  tomorrow,  Fri^^y, 
January  25,  1946,  at  12  o’clock  meridian. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OE  THE  UNITED  STATES 

January  24  (legislative  day,  January  18),  1946 

Mr.  Maybank  (for  himself,  Mr.  O’Mahoney,  and  Mr.  Chavez)  introduced 
the  following  bill;  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs 


A  BILL 

To  broaden  the  scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  preference 
provided  for  in  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944. 

1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  subsection  (f)  of  section  13  of  the  Surplus  Property 

4  Act  of  1944  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof 

5  the  following:  “and  disposals  under  section  16”. 

6  Sec.  2.  Section  16  thereof  is  hereby  amended  to  read 

7  as  follows: 

8  “disposal  to  veterans 

9  “Sec.  16.  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regulations 

10  permitting  veterans  to  acquire  appropriate  amounts  of  sur- 

11  plus  property  for  their  own  use  or  to  enable  them  to  establish 


I 


2 

1  and  maintain  their  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agri- 

2  cultural  enterprises,  and  dispositions  of  surplus  property  to 

3  veterans  under  this  section  shall  he  given  priority  over  all 

4  other  disposals  of  property  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except 

5  transfers  to  Government  agencies  under  section  12.” 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

March  27  (legislative  day,  March  5),  1946 
Eeferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be  printed  * 


AMENDMENT 

(IN  THE  NATURE  OF  A  SUBSTITUTE) 

Intended  to  be  proposed  by  Mr.  O’Mationey  (for  himself 
and  Mr.  Maybank)  to  the  bill  (S.  1757)  to  broaden  the 
scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  preference  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944,  viz:  Strike 
out  aU  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  the  following: 

1  That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is 

2  hereby  amended  by  renumbering  section  16  as  section  16 

3  (a)  and  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following  new 

4  subsection : 

5  ‘‘(b)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  sections  12  and 

6  13  of  this  Act,  the  Administrator  may  cause  to  be  set  aside 

7  or  otherwise  to  be  made  available,  for  such  period  or  periods 

8  of  time  as  he  may  determine,  appropriate  quantities  of  surplus 

.  3-27-46 - F 


1  property  suitable  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for  their 

2  own  personal  use  or  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain 

3  their  own  small  business,  professional  or  agricultural  enter- 

4  prises.  The  Administrator  shall  prepare  regulations  designed 

5  to  achieve  the  equitable  distribution  of  such  surplus  property 

6  among  veterans.  In  selecting  any  types  of  surplus  property 

7  for  disposal  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  sub- 
'  8  section,  the  Administrator  shall  give  due  consideration  to  the 

9  availabihty  of  adequate  facilities  for  and  the  cost  of  the 

10  distribution  of  such  surplus  property.  The  Administrator 

11  shall  from  time  to  time  cause  to  be  compiled  and  publicized 

12  widely  information  as  to  the  types  and  quantities  of  such 

13  surplus  property  which  has  or  will  become  available  within 
11  a  given  period  of  time  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  in 
lb  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection.’^ 
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UATTONAL  SCI!H®’C'5  FOUIIDATIOiT,.  Tlic  liilitary  Affairs  CommittcG  rct)orted  without  / 
"X  amendment  S,  IS^O*  to  establish  a  I'cational  Science  founda-tion  with  -  division^  of 
\  Mathematical  and  Physicg.1,  Biological,  Social,  Health  .and  Medical  Scienceg^ 
'"^ivisions  of  National.  Defense,  Engineering  and  Technology,  Publications /hd 
f^pnation;  three  other  divisions  determined  by  the  Administrator;  and  aftrbhority 
to  X'ipport,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  research  and  development  by  government¬ 
al  agencies  or  , other  organizq,tions,  such  activities  to  be  supplemcnt^y. to 
other 'G-overnment  research  ( S*  Pept#  II36)  .(p*  3385)*  /' 


13«i  SUEPLHS  PEDPERTY.  The  Military  Affaars  Committee  repo’rted  v;ith  amendments  S. 
i?57»  to  broaden' the  scope  and  ra,isc  the  rank  of  the  veterans*  prpfercnce  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  Surplus  Property/  Act,  1944  (S,  Rept*  1142)  (p.  3389) • 

Sen.  Wiley,  Wis.,  inserted  his  letter  to  the  War  Assets  Corp*,  requesting 
information  on  the  disposition  of  surplus  property  to  veterans  (pp*  3390~l) » 

”l4'r sSlWS*  ASiaiLTUESi  plant's.  ’  Received  from  this  Department  a  report  pursuant  to 
S.  Res.  176,  on  the  ^advisability  of  continuing  the  operation  0;f  all  Pederally 
owned  plantis  and  faci\ities  \;hich  v;ere  used  during;  the  war  for  the  exclusive 
processing  qf  agricult^iral  conr.iodities  a,nd  forest  .products  or-  for  manufacturing 
nitrates  f.or  fertilizer  Doc*  167)  (p.  338S)., 

,J)5#  SMALLER  WAR  PLANTS  COBPORATlC.lT.  Received  from  the  CPA  the  22nd  bimonthly  report 
of  this  corporation,  Dec.  1943.  and  Jan.  1946  (p.  3388). 

16.  WHEAT  ORDER.  Sen.  Capper,  Kans.Xi^iscrte.d''’ a  constituent'  s  letter  opposing  the 

propose.!  order  to  limit  bakers  to’^'sa  sma^l  quota  of  flour  (p,  3388)* 

BILLS  l)l^EODUCED 

17.  UNIFICATION  OF  A^IED  FORCES.  .  S.  2044,  bV.  Sen.  Thomas,  Utah,  for  himself  and 

Sens.  Hill,  Ala.,  and  Austin,  V^.,  to  pro^te  the  common  defense  by  unifying  th- 
departments  and  agencies  of  tl}h  C-overnment'>f elating  to  the  common  defense.  To. 
Military  Affairs  Committee,  3390*)  ^ 

IS*  LOANS;  VETERANS.  S.  2047,/^  Sen.  Johnson,  0olo\,  to  amend  sec.  500(d)  of  the 
Servicemen's  Readjustment  Act  of  1944,  so  as  to  X^clude  , certa-in  moitgage  loan 
companies  as  lenders.  /To  Finauce  Committee,  (p. 


0 


/ 


ITHIS  HI  APPENDIX 


19,  VJHEAT;  FLOUR.  Sp/ech  in  the  House  by  Rep-.  Jenkins,  Ohio, \c3prcs sing  his  opinion 

that  it  would  bb  well  for  the  Department  to  reconsider  itX wropo sed^order  for 
a  25fo  reductiA  in  wheat  flour  ailoted  to  bakeries,  or  at  l\ast  hold  it  in 
abeyance 'fo/' a  few  days,  and  including  his  letter  to  the  Sec^tary  stating  his 

position  ^p.  A2133“4)  .  X 

20.  PRICE  CONTROL.  Rep.  Buck,  N.  Y. ,  inserted  a  New  York  Times  editoi^^R  suggesting 

amendpa'ents  to  the  Price  Control  Act  (p.  A2139)  •  ^  ^  j  *''-a  •  -s+v, 

Aep.  Woodhouse,  Conn.,  Inserted  a  brief  analysis  of  letters  dea^ng  with 
th/extLsion  of  price  control  showing  that  they  were  9  to  1  in  favor  ^f  the 

inserted  his  letter  to  Hr.  H.  (Uash.)  fa^ng 

/  the  extLsion  of  price  control  and  criticizing  Forest  Service  conservation,^^^ 

policies  (pp.  A213^5)  . 


21»  ‘SURPLUS  PROPERTY.  Extension 'o'f 'roin'arics  ^'Of-_Rep.  SchwaLe;  Okla*,  criticizin^-''the 
disposition  of  ^^^p)lus■  property  to  f  of'erign  pMrehasers  instead  of  vettg^hs 
(p.  A214i).  -■ 

22,  PARil  CREDI^'i'v.  Extension  of  ' remarks  "6 f  Rerpi' Vurseil'i  '111. •■fa,y^^^ing‘t■he  Cooley 
•bill,  H.  R.  §^1  (p.  A2145),  ■- 


23«*  R-ARM  LABORj  EAR14  PRO'LUUTIOE*  ‘Extension  of  -  remark’s,  R%).  .ifciclitxij'- 6hio> 

criticizing  the.  drafting -of  farm'  v/orkers’  and  Increasing- -of  rentals  ■"on 'federally 
ov/nni  farmlands  as  %o"b'bli*’t!g;  food  production*'  (p*'-'A2I54)  *  • 


'■>o0o 


COHMITTES-HEARIEGS  ME0UE‘CE14SNTS  Apr.  10:" Education  arid.  Labor/  national  -  ' 
health  bill;  S,  Interstate  Golnmcfco,  the  Bulwirkrlo  transport'ation:  bill*;^  S.  Agri¬ 
culture*  meat  situation;  Education,  vocational  e^iefition;  H*. Elo'od  Control',  floo 
control  bill;  H,  Eoreign  Affairsj  cultural  relations  blfl^^Jex*);  H,  Rivers  and  Har¬ 
bors,  pollution  bills  {ex.);  H'.  lays  'a.nd  Means*;  social  secufl.!ty»  ' '  ' 


oOo 


‘'X 
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Eor  .supplemental  information  and  copies  of  legislative  material  referred'^^  call  _ 
Ext.  4654,  or  send  to  Room  II3  Adm.  Arrangements  may  be  made  to  be  kept  advi§©4j‘>' 

routinely,  of  developments  on  any  particular  bill*  •  ‘ 
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tl592,  which  provide  for  a  long-range 
using  program.  I  ask  unanimous  con¬ 
sent  to  present  the  letter  for*  appropriate 
refeSence  and  printing  in  the  Record. 

Thelffi  being  no  objection,  the  letter 
was  recej,ved,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  to  be  printed  in  the  Record,  as 
follows : 

National  Women’s  Trade 
Union  League  op  America, 
Washington,  D.  C.,  April  5,  1946. 
Dear  Senator  Capper;  The  National  Wom¬ 
en’s  Trade  Union  League,  with  an  individual 
and  affiliated  membership  of  over  a  million 
persons,  respectfully  urges  your  favorable 
support  of  the  housing  bill  for  veterans, 
H.  R.  4761,  when  this  bill  comes  to  the  Senate 
floor  for  action.  At  the  same  time  we  urge 
your  favorable  vote  for  S.  1592,  for  a  long- 
range  housing. program.  Both  bills,  we  feel, 
are  emergency  legislation  and  both  rank 
equally  in  importance. 

The  membership  of  our  organization  is 
realistic  about  the  acute  housing  shortage 
and  is  aware  that  this  condition  has  existed 
for  many  years  and  that  the  time  has  finally 
come  for  action  by  Congress  now.  Many  of 
our  members  have  come  to  grips  with  the 
zero  in  vacancies  and  have  petitioned  us  to 
urge  upon  the  Senate  to  take  favorable  ac¬ 
tion  now  so  that  the  housing  legislation  can 
be  translated  into  action,  to  provide  health¬ 
ful  living  quarters  for  every  American  family 
and  at  rentals  which  they  can  afford  to  pay. 

We  have  faith  that  you  will  give  your  sup¬ 
port  for  the  immediate  passage  of  both  bills. 
Sincerely  yours, 

Elisabeth  Christman, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
Mrs.  J.  Austin  Stone, 

Legislative  Chairman. 

GOVERNMENT  FORMS — LETTER  FROM 
LAWRENCE  W.  PRAKKEN 

Mr.  VANDENBERG.  Mr.  President,  I 
am  interrupting  the  current  business  only 
long  enough  to  share  with  the  Senate  a 
letter  I  received  this  morning  which 
would  be  amusing  if  it  did  not  point  a 
moral  to  adorn  a  rather  dismal  and  dis¬ 
couraging  tale.  ,  This  letter  is  from  Law¬ 
rence  W.  Prakken,  the  publisher  of  a 
small  trade  paper  in  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
•  known  as  School  Shop,  and  identified  as 
“the  magazine  for  industrial  education 
teachers.”  The  letter,  addressed  to  me, 
reads  as  follows: 

Enclosed  is  a  document  called  United  States 
Standard  Form  33  (Revised),  calling  for  an 
Invitation,  bid,  and  acceptance  for  one  sub¬ 
scription  to  School  Shop  magazine.  The 
forms  weigh  11  Vi  ounces  and  consist  of  ex¬ 
actly  100  pages.  After  spending  consider¬ 
able  time  determining  just  what  the  War 
Department  wished  and  the  general  provi¬ 


sions  and  conditions  of  the  request,  we  finally 
determined  that  the  100  pages  were  sent  to 
Us  so  we  could  tell  the  War  Department  the 
price  of  a  1-year  subscription  to  School  Shop. 

I  exhibit  the  file  which  seems  to  be 
standard  practice  in  this  connection.  By 
the  way,  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
It  is  labeled  “Short  form  contract”;  in 
other  words,  this  is  not  to  be  taken  as  a 
full  measure  of  what  bureaucracy  could 
do  if  it  really  tried. 

I  now  continue  reading  the  letter: 

The  man-hours  involved  in  our  seeking  to 
find  out  what  the  War  Department  wanted 
were  considerable.  However,  what  appalls  me 
is  the  amount  of  time  and  material  which 
the  War  Department  expended  in  securing 
information  which  is  available  from  any  mag¬ 
azine  subscription  agency  catalog.  Or  it  could 
have  been  obtained  directly  from  the  pub¬ 
lisher  by  a  postal-card  request. 

If  all  this  monkey  business  is  required  be¬ 
cause  of  statutory  provision,  the  statutes 
certainly  ought  to  be  changed.  If  It^s  due 
to  the  War  Department's  own  procurement 
policies  those  policies  certainly  should  be 
changed.  The  waste  of  time  and  materials 
is  particularly  obnoxious  to  a  small  publishep-' 
who  is  asked  to  pay  high  taxes  to  support 
such  War  Department  circumlocutions  and 
is  having  difficulty  finding  paper  on  which 
to  print  his  own  publications. 

I  think  all  of  us  can  share  th§  feelings 
of  Mr.  Prakken  when  he  found  himself 
bombarded  with  this  file. 

I  do  not  kpow  whether  he  has  correctly 
Interpreted  this  ponderous  file  which  he 
received  from  the  War  Department,  but 
it  certainly  represents  some  sort  of  mag¬ 
nificent  waste  of  time,  effort,  money,  and 
material.  \ 

I  ask  that  the  letter  and  its  accom¬ 
panying  tonnage  be  remrred  to  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Nonesseritial  Federal  Ex¬ 
penditures. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  With¬ 
out  obj^tion,  it  is  so  ordered.'. 

•■’reports  of  committe'bs 


to  construct,  maintain,  and  operate  a  rail¬ 
road  bridge  across  the  Allegheny  River 
or  near  Warren,  Pa.;  without  amendment 
(Rept.  No.  1138):  / 

H.  R.  4914.  A  bill  to  revive  and  reenact  the 
act  entitled  “An  act  creating  the  City  of 
Clinton  Bridge  Commission  and  authorizing 
said  commission  and  its  successors  to  acquire 
by  purchase  or  condemnation  and  to  con¬ 
struct,  maintain,  and  operate  a  bridge  or 
bridges'  across  the  Mississippi  River  at  or 
near  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  at  or  near  Pulton, 
Ill.,”  approved  December  21,  1944;  without 
amendment  (Rept.  No.  1139); 

H.  R.  5275.  A  bill  to  revive  and  reenact 
the  act  granting  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
the  State  highway  department  of  South  Caro¬ 
lina  to  construct,  maintain,  and  operate  a 
free  highway  bridge  across  the  Pee  Dee  River, 
at  or  near  Cashua  Ferry,  S.  C.,  approved  April 
30,  1940;  without  amendment  (Rept.  No. 
1140):  and 

H.  R.  5644.  A  bill  authorizing  the  village 
of  Baudette,  State  of  Minnesota,  its  public 
successors  or  public  assigns,  to  construct, 
maintain,  and  operate  a  toll  bridge  across 
the  Rainy  River  at  or  near  Baudette,  Minn.; 
without  amendment  (Rept.  No.  1141). 

By  Mr.  JOHNSTON  of  South  Carolina,  from 
the  Cornmlttee  on  Claims: 

H.  R.  1073.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
Gerttude  Verbarg;  without  amendment 
(Rept.  No.  1134). 

By  Mr.  O’DANIEL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims: 

H.  R.  5664.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oscar  R. 
Steinert;  without  amendment  (Rept.  No. 
1135). 

By  Mr.  THOMAS  of  Utah,  from  the  Com- 
•-littee  on  Military  Affairs: 

S.  1850.  A  bill  to  promote  the  progress  Oi 
science  and  the  useful  arts,  to  secure  the 
national  defense,  to  advance  the  national 
health  and  welfare,  and  for  other  purposes; 
without  amendment  (Rept.  No.  1136);  and 

S.  1963.  A  bill  to  authorize  additional  per¬ 
manent  professors  of  the  United  States  Mil¬ 
itary  Academy:  without  amendment  (Rept. 
No,  1137). 

By  Mr.  O’MAHONEY,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs: 

S.  1757.  A  bill  to  broaden  the  scope  and 
raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  preference 


provided  for  in  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of 
yfie  following  reports  of  committees  |  1944;  with  amendments  (Rept.  No.  1142). 

were  submitted;  persons  employed  by  committees 

/  By  Mr.  HART,  from  the  Committee  'ifjjn  WHO  ARE  NOT  FULL-TIME  SENATE  OR 

/  Commerce :  V  COMMITTEE  EMPLOYEES 

H.  R.  4940.  A  bill  granting  the  consent  oX  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid 

Congress  to  the  State  of  Connecticut,  acting  fUg  senate  a  renort  for  the  month 

by  and  through  any  agency  or  commission  veiore  ine  toenaie  a  report  lor  tne  montn 

thereof,  to  construct,  maintain,  and  operate 
a  toll  bridge  across  the  Connecticut  River  at 
or  near  Old  Saybrook,  Conn.;  without  amend¬ 
ment  (Rept.  No.  1133). 

By  Mr.  OVERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce: 

H.  R.  4190.  A  bill  granting  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co. 


6i,  March  1946,  from  the  chairman  of  a 
cer’^n  committee,  in  response  to  Sen¬ 
ate  Resolution  319  (78th  Cong.),  rela¬ 
tive  t^persons  employed  by  committees 
who  arl^not  full-time  employees  of  the 
Senate  o\a,ny  committee  thereof,  which 
was  ordereXto  lie  on  the  table  and  to  be 


printed  in  tSe  Record,  as  follows: 


April  4,  1946. 

To  the  Senate; 

The  above-mentioned  committee  hereby 
submits  the  following  report  showing  the 


APPROPRIATIONS 

name  of  persons  employed  by  the  committee 
who  are  not  full-time  employees  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate  or  of  the  committee  for  the  month  of 
March  1946,  in  compliance  with  the  terms 


Of  Senate  Resolutlon\319,  agreed  to  August 
23,  1944:  \ 


- 7^ - 

Name  of  individual 

Address 

Name  and  address  of  department  or  organization  by  whom  paX^ 

Annual 
rate  of 
compcn- 
L  satioii 

1434  Rflrfttopa  Avfi 

District  of  Columbia  government _ _ _ 

V^$3,070 

Kenneth  McKellar,  Acting  Chairman', 
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which  through  the  long  years  enriched  the 
civilization  of  the  world. 

In  the  eastern  countries,  principally  in 
Poland  and  the  Baltic  States,  the  Jews  de¬ 
veloped  a  religious  civilization  far  different 
from  the  native  culture.  They  developed  a 
way  of  life  which  was  essentially  their  own. 
Despite  poverty  and  oppression,  it  was  rich 
In  ethical  si^ificance,  colorful  in  expression, 
and  always  intense.  Scholarship  was  always 
accorded  first  priority  in  Jewish  life  in  east 
Europe,  and  great  academies  of  learning  were 
built  from  which  were  graduated  men  of 
renown.  Seminaries  poured  forth  religious 
leaders  who  carried  to  Jewish  communities 
all  over  the  world  spiritual  inspiration  and 
guidance.  Jewish  music  was  scored,  a  Jew¬ 
ish  literature  fiowered,  Jewish  art  and  drama 
reached  great  heights.  The  foundation  of 
this  civilization  was  religious  in  character 
but  it  extended  into  secular  fields  as  well. 
This  religious  civilization  enriched  not  only 
the  Jews  of  the  world,  but  played  an  im¬ 
portant  part  in  the  enhancement  of  human 
thought  everywhere.  Almost  unnoted  by  the 
rest  of  mankind,  this  well-spring  of  cultural 
activity  fed  rivulets  that  flowed  into  the 
stream  of  life  of  the  western  nations. 

The  Jews  of  east  Europe  flourished  in  this 
way  despite  an  environment  which  was  es¬ 
sentially  unfriendly.  They  have  never  really 
lived  at  peace.  They  have  always  been 
haunted  by  fear  of  the  pogrom,  of  sudden 
death,  and  the  slaughter  of  the  innocent. 
They  have  always  longed  for  a  place  or  a 
time  in  which  they  would  be  free  of  this 
mortal  fear. 

5.  With  the  coming  of  Hitler,  anti-Semi¬ 
tism  became  an  instrument  of  national  pol¬ 
icy.  As  one  means  of  creating  his  totalitarian 
State.  Hitler  utilized  that  evil  weapon  to 
suppress  dissent,  to  terrorize  and  eliminate 
the  opposition  of  other  nonconformist  ele¬ 
ments,  to  divide  the  democratic  world,  and 
create  conditions  favorable  to  his  aggressive 
plans. 

Hitler’s  first  victims  were  the  German  Jews, 
because  they  were  at  hand.  Starting  with 
nonviolent  forms  of  oppression,  their  perse¬ 
cution  soon  moved  to  brutal  and  sadistic 
forms  of  murder,  forced  labor,  and  mass  star¬ 
vation.  But  the  German  plan  was  never 
limited  to  the  destruction  of  German  Jewry; 
it  always  contemplated  the  elimination  of 
the  Jews  in  Europe  and,  Indeed,  in  the  world. 
It  was  not  until  the  brute  mass  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Army  moved  eastward  that  Teutonic 
savagry  reached  its  height.  Upon  the  Jews  of 
eastern  Europe  was  loosed  a  plan  of  extermi¬ 
nation  so  diabolical  that  it  is  impossible  for 
a  civilized  mind  to  grasp.  Never  has  the 
world  seen  such  horror;  never  have  a  people 
undergone  such  torture.  The  infamous  de¬ 
tails  have  been  spread  upon  the  records  of 
the  International  Military  Tribunal  at  Nur¬ 
emberg,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here.  So 
ruthless  was  this  campaign,  so  furious  was  its 
execution  that  some  6,000,000  Jews  fell 
martyred  by  the  Nazis.  Today,  no  more  than 
1,250,000  Jews  live  in  Europe  east  of  the  Eng¬ 
lish  Channel  and  west  of  the  prewar  borders 
of  Russia,  and  the  east  European  Jews  are 
but  a  portion  of  that  number. 

6,  The  Jews  who  are  today  provisionally  in 
Germany  and  Austria  are  small  in  numbers; 
approximately  100,000  of  them  are  living  in 
all  zones  of  those  countries;  family  life  is 
practically  unknown  among  them — the  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  families  are  dead;  they  are  des¬ 
titute — the  Germans  stripped  them  of  every¬ 
thing;  a  child  is  a  rare  treasure  among 
them — extermination  of  the  young  was  a 
Nazi  priority;  they  suiler  from  psychological 
and  physical  ills  as  a  result  of  life  in  the 
concentration  camps  and  the  experiences 
they  have  endured.  Their  civilization,  so 
laboriously  created  over  the  centuries  has 
been  brought  low;  its  leadership  is  dead;  its 
institutions — economic,  social,  religious,  and 
scholarly — are  demolished. 

The  one  thing  that  Hitler  failed  to  take 
from  these  people  was  their  spirit.  That  is 


today  burning  brightly  and  steadily  in  the 
wastelands  of  Germany  and  Austria.  Its  in¬ 
destructible  quality  has  kept  alive  in  them 
the  germinating  seeds  of  their  civilization. 
That  is  why  this  small  group  represents  a 
people — the  remnant  of  Polish  and  Baltic 
Jewry — the  growing  tip  of  its  future. 

That  spirit  and  the  culture  it  represents 
have  drawn  together  the  Jews  in  Germany 
and  Austria,  and  have  provided  them  with  a 
program  for  the  present  and  a  plan  for  the 
future.  Many  of  the  Jews  who  are  today 
living  in  Poland,  Czechoslovakia,  Rumania, 
and  Hungary  are  baffled  and  perplexed,  inse¬ 
cure  in  the  present,  fearful  of  the  future; 
not  so  the  Jews  in  Germany  and  Austria. 
They  know  what  they  want;  they  want  to 
quit  Europe;  they  want  to  live  together,  not 
dispersed  among  a  population  that  regards 
them  as  aliens;  they  desire  to  live  in  the 
pattern  of  their  own  historic  culture;  they 
visualize  the  realization  of  their  desires  in 
Palestine.  It  is  a  strange  phenomenon  that 
the  Jewish  displaced  persons  in  Germapy  and 
Austria,  because  they  have  a  policy  and  a 
program,  have  emerged  as  the  vanguard  of 
east  European  Jewry. 

7.  These  considerations  may  seem  irrele¬ 
vant  to  the  Army’s  task,  but,  indeed,  they  are 
crucially  germane.  They  supply  the  clue  to 
jfhe  sense  of  excitement  one  experiences  in 
the  Jewish  displaced-persons  centers — the 
hito  pitch  of  the  publications,  the  rtiAss 
me^ngs,  the  demonstrations,  the  petitions, 
and  the  general  atmosphere  of  politic^  fer¬ 
vor — in  sharp  contrast  to  the  relative  quie¬ 
tude  in  the  other  displaced-personj  centers. 
They  provide  the  reason  for  the  Jewish  dis¬ 
placed  per^ns’  impatience  with  measures 
that  given  ait.  atmosphere  of  permanency  to 
their  enforced  residence  in  X3ermany,  and 
their  reluctance’^tp  do  anything  that  appears 
to  integrate  therii.  with  the  German  popu¬ 
lation. 
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And  these  consider^Stlons  help  explain  why 
the  Jewish  population  un  the  United  States 
zone  is  increasing,  whereas  that  of  other  dis¬ 
placed  persons’  groups  1^\ decreasing.  Re¬ 
turning  from  the  concentration  camps,  from 
the  forests  in  which  they  fou|^it  a^  partisans, 
demobilized  from  the  natioml  “armies  in 
which  they  battled  on  the  side  erf  the  Allies, 
coming  from  the  places  in  whlcil  they  hid 
from  the  Nazis,  the  Jews  in  the  eStst  Euro¬ 
pean  countries  find  themselves  ui^elcome 
in  the  lands  of  their  origin.  They  discover 
that  anti-Semitism  did  not  vanish  wit?k  the 
defeat  of  the  Nazis.  Indigenous,  popNar 
anti-Semitism  flourishes  and  creates  a  ctv 
mate  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  nativ#. 
populations  against  the  Jews.  In  Poland 
they  have  been  the  victims  of  terroristic  ac¬ 
tivity  and  there  is  evidence  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  despite  its  sincere  efforts,  cannot  ef¬ 
fectively  protect  them  even  against  the  more 
extreme  forms  of  anti-Semitism.  Moreover, 
the  countries  of  their  origin  are  to  these 
Jews  places  of  sadness  and  despair.  On 
their  return  to  their  homes,  they  find  no 
trace  of  their  families;  their  friends  and 
their  old  associations  are  gone.  They  find 
it  impossble  to  take  up  normal  living  in  a 
graveyard  of  memories.  Consequently,  they 
have  taken  to  the  road  in  search  of  new 
places,  free  of  prejudice  and  bias,  in  which 
they  can  settle  and  be  at  peace.  Unlike  other 
displaced  persons,  they  do  not  linger  in  or 
come  into  Germany  because  they  find  a  par¬ 
ticular  political  regime  distasteful  or  be¬ 
cause  economic  conditions  are  bad  at  home. 
No  matter  what  the  political  or  economic 
situation  in  their  former  homes,  life  there 
for  them  is  impossible.  They  are  in  fact 
homeless  through  no  choice  of  their  own 
and  cannot  be  repatriated. 

8.  A  study  of  the  flow  lines  of  east  Euro¬ 
pean  Jewry  shows  a  constant  and  unvarying 
convergence  upon  the  United  States  zones  of 
Germany  and  Austria.  This  movement  is 
primarily  an  expression  of  faith  in  the  United 
States  which  has  always  afforded  asylum  for 


the  unfortunate.  That  is  one  of  our  great 
national  assets,  which  has  in  the  past  paid 
rich  dividends.  The  Army  has  thus  far 
viewed  with  sympathetic  understanding  the 
plight  of  the  Jews  seeking  asylum  in  the 
United  States  zone.  A  continuation,  of  that 
policy  is  strongly  urged.  Its  abandonment 
or  limitation  will  constitute  a  defiial  of  the 
humanitarian  impulses  whch  should  moti¬ 
vate  the  military  in  this  connection.  The 
numbers  coming  in,  compared  with  the  pop¬ 
ulation  of  the  zone,  are  relatively  trivial; 
they  constitute  a  very  small  charge  upon  the 
economy  of  the  area.  To  forbid  these  per- 
secutees  entry  on  the  basis  of  any  statistical 
study  of  absorptive  opacity,  which  must  at 
best  constitute  a  rdugh  guess,  is  to  elevate 
form  over  substance  in  the  face  of  human 
tragedy  and  suff^’ing.  It  would  be  deplor¬ 
able  were  our  reputation  of  affording  refuge 
for  the  unfortunate,  thus  far  treasured  and 
preserved  by  the  military  statesmen  in 
charge  of, bur  affairs  in  Europe,  now  to  be 
dissipated. 

The  /ews  coming  into  Germany  seek  here 
a  pro, Visional  place  of  refuge  that  will  serve 
as  a 'staging  and  rehabilitation  area  for  mi¬ 
gration.  The  fact  that  they  are  seeking  this 
haven  in  Germany  is  profoundly  Just.  Their 
present  lamentable  condition  is  the  result  of 
German  barbarism.  In  the  process  of  ex- 
ternjinating  millions  of  Jaws,  the  German 
economy  was  enriched  beyond  measure.  The 
fortunes  of  those  who  died  as  well  as  those 
who  escaped  are  today  being  enjoyed  by 
their  persecutors.  Where  600,000  Jews  lived 
in  Germany  before  Hitler,  only  a  fraction 
of  that  number  seek  to  sojourn  now.  Have 
these  Jews  not  a  claim  upon  the  available 
habitations  which  is  prior  to  that  of  the  Ger¬ 
mans?  Have  they  not  a  claim  against  Ger- 
n;any's  resources  of  food  and  clothing  which 
takes  precedence  over  that  of  the  Germans? 
Are  not  the  Jewish  displaced  persons  eter¬ 
nally  right  when  they  say,  “The  Germans 
are  our  debtors,”  albeit  they  are  not  in  a 
position  to  enforce  reparations  for  the 
v/anton  destruction  of  their  kin,  their  prop¬ 
erty,  or  the  free  labor  they  were  compelled 
to  perform? 

Viewed  in  this  li.ght,  the  question  whether 
the  presence  of  the  Jews  constitutes  too 
heavy  a  burden  upon  the  German  economy 
becomes  irrelevant.  Their  claim  is  second 
only  to  that  of  the  occupation  forces.  If  the 
result  is  that  some  must  live  by  the  grace  of 
charity  and  the  standard  which  charity  im¬ 
plies,  it  should  be  the  guilty  ones,  not  the 
victims.  Simple  justice  dictates  that  these 
Jews  be  received  and  permitted  to  remain 
in  Germany  for  a  brief  period  until  the  world 
allows  them  to  go  where  they  can  live  in  dig- 
lalty  and  security. 

•e.  Jewry’s  surviving  remnant  in  Europe 
ha?,,no  material  claim  against  the  United 
Stat^  or  its  people  beyond  the  broad  hu- 
manit^’lan  claim  that  all  persecuted  groups 
have  upon  free  men.  These  Jews  recognize 
that  the^.,are  already  immensely  in  debt  to 
the  UnitecKStates.  But  as  Hitler’s  victims 
who  lost  the  war,  they  look  to  their 
brothers-m-ams  who  won  it,  to  enforce  for 
them  some  sm^il  portion  of  their  claim  on 
Germany.  They\obJect  to  American  food 
given  to  them  as  ^  act  of  grace.  They  pre¬ 
fer  German  food  OTlivered  to  them  as  of 
right.  They  resent  lining  in  barracks  while 
the  Germans  live  in  civilian  homes.  They 
wonder  at  our  lack  of  camprehension  when 
they  are  tendered  the  ca^-off  clothing  col¬ 
lected  in  American  salvag^  drives.  Instead 
of  the  new  production  of  Gewnan  factories. 
We  must  recognize  that  insoi^  as  we  fail 
to  require  the  Germans  to  satisV  the  needs 
of  these  Jews  and  satisfy  them  ourselves,  we 
are  discharging  a  portion  of  the  debt  owed 
by  Germany.  It  would,  it  seems  to\pie,  be 
preferable,  certainly  from  the  moral  point  of 
view,  to  insist  that  Germany  discharge  that 
obligation  in  the  first  instance  though  this 
cause  some  discomfort  to  the  German  popu¬ 
lation. 
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Mr.  O’Mahoney,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  submitted 

the  following 

REPORT 

[To  accompany  S.  1757] 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  1757),  and  an 
amendment  thereto,  to  broaden  the  scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the 
veterans’  preference,  provided  for  in  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of 
1944,  having  considered  the  same,  unanimously  report  favorably  the 
bill  S.  1757,  with  amendments  and  recommend  passage,  of  the  bill,  as 
amended. 

The  principal  objectives  of  the  committee  amendments  are: 

1.  To  extend  to  veterans  a  priority  for  the  purchase  of  surplus 
property  second  only  to  transfers  to  Federal  Government  agencies, 
and  to  change  accordingly  the  rank  of  the  priorities  extended  to  small 
business  concerns  and  to  States  and  their  political  subdivisions  and 
instru  men  tali  ties. 

2.  To  set  aside  selected  types  of  surplus  property  particularly  in 
demand  by  veterans  for  exclusive  distribution  to  them  for  their  per¬ 
sonal  use  or  for  their  business,  agricultural,  or  professional  enterprises. 

Your  committee,  through  its  Subcommittee  on  Surplus  Property 
Disposal,  held  extensive  hearings  and  several  informal  conferences  in 
the  course  of  which  the  views  were  ascertained  of  veterans’  organiza¬ 
tions,  Government  departments,  and  others  interested  in  the  problems 
of  surnlus  property  distribution. 

As  the  result  of  this  intensive  study  of  the  role  of  the  veteran  in  the 
disposal  of  surplus  property,  yonr  committee  has  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  while  much  can  be  accomplished  with  respect  to  making 
the  veterans’  priority  effective  by  improving  established  disposal 
organizations  and  modifying  administrative  procedures,  certain 
changes  should  be  made  in  the  Surplus  Property  Act. 

Congress,  in  enacting  the  Surplus  Property  Act,  was  determined  to 
extend  to  veterans  an  effective  priority  in  the  disposal  of  surplus 
property.  However,  it  has  become  apparent  that  the  present  vet¬ 
erans’  preference  does  not  have  a  rank:  sufficiently  high  or  a  scope 
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sufficiently  broad  to  satisfy  the  justifiable  demands  of  veterans.  The 
Surplus  Property  Act  at  present  does  not  permit  veterans  to  acquire 
surplus  property  for  their  own  personal  uses,  and  the  veterans’ 
preference  is  out-ranked  by  the  priority  extended  to  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies,  small  business  concerns,  and  States  and  their  political 
subdivisions  and  instrumentalities.  In  many  instances,  therefore, 
the  provisions  of  the  law  do  not  extend  a  suitable  priority  to  veterans 
or  else  they  result  in  a  depletion  of  surplus  property  m  short  supply 
thi’ough  sales  to  other  priority  claimants. 

This  is  regrettable,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  individual 
veteran  who  is  thus  prevented  from  acquiring  surplus  property  that 
he  desires,  but  it  is  also  against  the  public  interest  to  keep  out  of  the 
hands  of  veterans  the  technical  equipment  with  which  they  have  won 
victory.  To  a  considerable  extent  victory  was  speeded  because  of 
the  technical  skill  with  which  our  men  and  women  in  the  armed  forces 
handled  automotive,  aeronautical,  or  electronic  equipment,  to  name 
only  a  few  of  the  classes  of  goods  which  are  now  surplus.  It  is  in  the 
best  mterest  of  the  Nation  that  our  veterans  keep  alive  the  skills  and 
that  we  enable  them  to  acquire  the  equipment  which  they  desire. 

The  hearings  on  the  bill  brought  out  the  fact  that  the  great  bulk  of 
usable  surplus  property  such  as  plants,  facilities,  and  heavy  equip¬ 
ment  are  not  of  interest  to  veterans.  It  can  be  and  has  been  estab¬ 
lished  with  some  degree  of  certainty  what  individual  veterans  desire 
from  the  surplus  pile.  Lists  of  the  types  of  surplus  property  most  in 
demand  by  veterans  were  submitted  to  the  subcommittee  in  the  course 
of  the  hearings.  The  committee  amendment,  therefore,  calls  for  an 
inventory  of  surplus  property  which  shall  be  made  available  for  ex¬ 
clusive  disposal  to  veterans  and  which  can  be  disposed  of  to  them 
without  necessitating  retail  services  on  the  part  of  the  War  Assets 
Admiifistration . 

The  committee  amendment  stiU  continues  the  general  first  priority 
extended  to  Government  agencies.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  priority  is  to  save  the  Government  money  where  one 
Government  agency  has  surolus  equipment  which  another  Govern¬ 
ment  agency  requires  for  the  discharge  of  its  responsibihties.  If  the 
veterans’  preference  were  advanced  to  outrank  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  priority,  the  Federal  Government  might  be  compelled  in  many 
instances  to  purchase  in  the  open  market  the  same  or  similar  goods 
as  those  which  were  disposed  of  as  surplus  by  the  War  Assets  Adminis¬ 
tration. 

In  order  thus  to  extend  an  effective  priority  to  veterans  in  the  acqui¬ 
sition  of  surplus  property,  your  committee  recommends  passage  of 
S.  1757,  as  amended. 

EXPLANATION  OF  COMMITTEE  AMENDMENT 

Section  1  of  the  committee  amendment  would  amend  section  16  of 
the  Surplus  Property  Act,  as  amended,  by  extending  to  veterans  a 
priority  second  only  in  rank  to  the  priority  extended  to  Federal 
Government  agencies.  At  present,  veterans  are  outranked  by  the 
priority  extended  to  Federal  Government  agencies  and  to  States  and 
their  political  subdivisions  and  instrumentalities. 

The  committee  amendment  would  further  add  to  section  16  a  new 
subsection  (b)  which  would  direct  the  War  Assets  Administrator  to 


VETERANS’  PRIORITY  FOR  SURPLUS  PROPERTY 


3 


set  aside  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for  their  own  personal  use 
or  for  their  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultm’al  enterprises, 
appropriate  types  and  quantities  of  surplus  property. 

This  provision  m  effect  would  give  veterans  first  priority  with 
respect  to  surplus  goods  thus  set  aside  for  exclusive  disposal  to  them. 
Secondly,  it  would  permit  the  acquisition  by  veterans  for  then  own 
personal  use  of  the  surplus  property  thus  set  aside. 

The  War  Assets  Administrator  is  directed  to  establish  and  publicize 
inventories  from  time  to  time  of  the  types  and  quaatities  of  surplus 
property  which  has  or  will  become  available  for  exclusive  disposal  to 
veterans.  Surplus  property  to  be  made  available  for  exclusive  dis¬ 
posal  to  veterans  is  to  be  of  such  type  as  will  make  possible  disposal 
without  compelling  War  Assets  Administration  to  establish  retail 
stores.  Regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  War  Assets  Administra¬ 
tor  are  to  assure  equitable  distribution  of  such  surplus  property  among 
veterans. 

Section  2  of  the  committee  amendment  would  amend  section  12  of 
the  Surplus  Property  Act  by  providing  that  the  setting  aside  of  appro¬ 
priate  quantities  of  surplus  property  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans 
under  section  16  (b)  shall  be  given  priority  over  transfers  of  such  sur¬ 
plus  property  to  Federal  Government  agencies. 


Section  3  of  the  amendment  would  amend  subsection  (f)  of  section 
13  to  provide  that  priorities  to  States  and  their  political  subdivisions 
and  instrumentalities  would  follow  disposals  to  veterans  under  section 
16  and  to  small  business  concerns  under  section  18  (e). 


Section  4  of  the  amendment  would  amend  subsection  (e)  of  section  18 


by  providing  that  disposals  to  small  business  concerns  through  the 
medium  of  Smaller  War  Plants  Corporation  (now  Reconstruction 
Finance  Corporation)  shall  follow  transfers  to  Government  agencies 
under  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under  section  16. 

In  other  words,  the  proposed  amendment  would  establish  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  of  rank  for  the  priorities  extended  under  the  Surplus  Property 
Act: 

First  special  priority. — -Veterans  for  their  own  personal  uses  or  for 
their  professional,  agricultm’al,  or  small  business  enterprises  with 
respect  to  selected  types  of  surplus  property  set  aside  for  exclusive  dis¬ 
posal  to  veterans  (sec.  16  (b)). 

First  general  priority. — Transfer  to  Federal  Government  agencies 
(sec.  12). 

Second  general  priority. — ^Veterans  for  their  professional,  agricultural, 
or  small  business  enterprises  (sec.  16  (a)). 

Third  general  priority. — Small  business  through  the  medium  of  pur¬ 
chases  by  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation  (previously  Smaller 
War  Plants  Corporation)  (sec.  18  (e)). 

Fourth  general  priority. — States  and  their  political  subdivisions  and 
instrumentalities  (sec.  13  (f)). 

The  text  of  the  amendment,  as  proposed  by  your  committee,  reads 
as  follows: 

That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is  hereby  amended  to  read 
as  follows: 


“disposal  to  veterans 


“Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regulations  permitting  veterans 
to  acquire  appropriate  quantities  of  surplus  property  to  enable  them  to  establish 
and  maintain  their  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural  enterprises, 
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and  dispositions  of  surplus  property  to  veterans  under  this  section  shall  be  given 
priority  over  all  other  disposals  of  property  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except  trans¬ 
fers  to  Government  agencies  under  section  12. 

“(b)  The  Administrator  shall  cause  to  be  set  aside  or  otherwise  to  be  made 
available,  for  such  period  or  periods  of  time  as  he  may  determine,  appropriate 
types  and  quantities  of  surplus  property  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for 
their  own  personal  use  or  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain  their  own 
small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural  enterprises.  The  Administrator  shall 
prepare  regulations  designed  to  achieve  the  equitable  distribution  of  such  surplus 
property  among  veterans.  In  selecting  any  types  of  surplus  property  for  disposal 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection,  the  Administrator  shall  give 
due  consideration  to  the  availability  of  adequate  facilities  for  and  the  cost  of  the 
distribution  of  such  surplus  property.  The  Administrator  shall  from  time  to  time 
cause  tb  be  compiled  and  publicized  widely  information  as  to  the  types  and  quan¬ 
tities  of  such  surplus  property  which  has  or  will  become  available  within  a  given 
period  of  time  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  subsection.” 

Sec.  2.  Subsection  (a)  of  section  12  thereof  is  hereby  amended  by  addilng  at 
the  end  thereof  the  following:  “except  disposals  under  section  16  (b)”. 

Sec.  3.  Subsection  (f)  of  section  13  thereof  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at 
the  end  thereof  the  following:  “and  disposals  under  section  16  and  subsection 
(e)  of  section  18”. 

Sec.  4.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e)  of  section  18  thereof  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows:  “The  disposal  of  surplus  property  under  this  sub¬ 
section  shall  be  given  priority  immediately  following  transfers  to  other  Gov¬ 
ernment  agencies  under  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under  section  16. 
The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section  12  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases 
made  under  this  subsection.” 

Amend  the  title  so  as  to  read: 

A  bill  to  amend  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944,  as  amended,  so  as  to  broaden 
the  scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  priority. 
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IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

January  24  (legislative  day,  January  18),  1946 


Mr.  Maybank  (for  himself,  Mr.  O’Mahoney,  and  Mr.  Chavez)  introduced 
the  following  bill;  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs 

April  9  (legislative  day,  March  5),  1946 
Reported  by  Mr.  O’Mahoney,  with  amendments 

[Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  the  part  printed  In  italic] 


A  BILL 


To  broaden  the  scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  preference 
provided  for  in  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944. 


1  Be  if  eiiacled  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 


2  fives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  subacetion  of  seetion  43  el  the  Surplus  Property 

4  Aet  of  1941  ia  hereby  amended  fey  adding  at  the  eK4  thereof 

5  t4e  followings  ‘hind  disposals  under  section  16”. 


7  aa  follows : 
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'‘Sec.  407  The  Administrato-r  shall  prescribe 
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permitting  votorang  to  aequirc  appropriate  amounts  of  suf- 
pltts  propert}'  for  tfeeir  own  use  or  to  ena-ble  them  to  estahlisli 
and  mahrtain  their  own  smah  fotsinessj  prof('Ssionai-y  or  a^fi- 
rai  enterprises,  and  dispositions  of  surplus  property  to 
r  this  seetion  shall  he  given  priority  over  ah 
other  disposals  of  property  provided  for  in  this  Aetj  except 
tmnsfors  to  Government  agencies  under  section  4§d^ 

That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is 
hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows: 


U 


DISPOSAL  TO  VETERANS 


“Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regu¬ 
lations  permitting  veterans  to  acquire  appropriate  quantities 
of  surplus  property  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain 
their  oivn  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural  enter¬ 
prises,  and  dispositions  of  surplus  property  to  veterans  under 
this  section  shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  of 
property  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except  transfers  to  Gov¬ 
ernment  agencies  under  section  12. 

“(b)  The  Administrator  shall  cause  to  be  set  aside  or 
otherwise  to  be  made  available,  for  such  period  or  periods  of 
time  as  he  may  determine,  appropriate  types  and  quantities 
of  surplus  property  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for  their 
oivn  personal  use  or  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain 
their  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural  enter- 
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prises.  The  Administrator  shall  prepare  regulations  de¬ 
signed  to  achieve  the  equitable  distribution  of  such  surplus  I 
property  among  veterans.  In  selecting  any  types  of  surplus 
property  for  disposal  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  subsection,  the  Administrator  shall  give  due  consideration 
to  the  availability  of  adequate  facilities  for  and  the  cost  of 
the  distribution  of  such  surplus  property.  The  Adminis¬ 
trator  shall  from  time  to  time  cause  to  be  compiled  and  pub¬ 
licized  widely  information  as  to  the  types  and  quantities  of 
such  surplus  property  which  has  or  will  become  available 
within  a  given  period  of  time  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection.” 

Sec.  2.  Subsection  (a)  of  section  12  thereof  is  hereby 
amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following:  except 
disposals  under  section  16  (b)” . 

Sec.  3.  Subsection  (f)  of  section  13  thereof  is  hereby 
\ 

amended  by  adding  at  the  end,  thereof  the  following:  ‘^and, 
disposals  under  section  16  and.  subsection  (e)  of  section 
18”. 

Sec.  4.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e)  of  section  18 
thereof  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows:  “The  disposal 
of  surplus  property  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given 
priority  immediately  following  transfers  to  other  Government 
agencies  under  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under 


4 


1  section  16.  The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section  12 

2  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made  under  this  subsection.'' 

Amend  the  title  so  as  to  read:  “A  bill  to  amend  the 
Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944,  as  amended,  so  as  to  broaden 
the  scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  priority.” 
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HIGHLIGHTS:  House  de'batbd'  seldbtlVcys'crvipe^  oxt.ensipn,  House  .^ricTTlturc  Committee 
submitted  resolution  asking  'abd\3- tirin'  of  'heat  subsidies.  Senate  passed  bill  to 
transfer  fur-animal  research  frorV, Interior  to  Agriculture,  Senate  pa.sscd  Bankhead 
bill  to  provide  basic  authority  foN^ rural— rehabilitation  program-  and  liberalize  var¬ 
ious  farm-tenancy  provisions.  •  Senaic'^^assed  bill  to,.extent -Farn  Bankruptcy  Act  until 
June  4,1946.  Senate  passed  Philipjiinc '  H^ado  bill;  debate  includes  discussion  of  sugar 
quotas  and  production.  Senate ’comtiit'tcc'Tcported  bill  to  .give  present, ■  forest-grazing 
permittees  permanent  rights.  Sens.tc  pass&d  bill  to  broaden  veterans*-  "rcferenc.e  for 
surplus- .property.  '  '  \  ; 

'  ■  ' :  HOUSE  April  >,2  ■ 

1.  SELEGTira  SERVICE..  Began  deBat_o‘on  H.’ E.  6o6\to  continue  the  Selective  Training 
and  Service  Act  (pp.  3^5^95 V  \  -  .  ,  . 

tr&IGS  SERVICE.  Eassed  w^atencluents  H.  E.  52'+Vt» 

adLtional  fereign-servi^officers  in  the  claesifiH^ grades  (pp.  3695  6). 

3.  MEAT  SUBSIDIES.  Chairit'an  Elannagan  of,  the  Agriculture  "Wiortt^  aholltiLGD^ 

-lution  "unantacusly  Adopted  hy  the  Committee. .  .recommendV^g  the  aholition  of 

meat  subsidies  3696"^)*  \ 

4,  LIBEARY  REPORT.  /4eceived  the  annual  report  of  the  Library  of\^^fess  (p.  3  9 

U.  K.  EDnCATICNAL.  SCIMIKC ,  Ai^'  “^^'^t^P-vidr f!rli®L-1IrtCi- 

Committee  reported  with  amende nt  .  x 

patlon  in  this  Organisation,  (H.  Kept.  igSTKp. 


GRAIN  SHORTAGE.  Received  a  petition  fro.  Brooklyn  reeidentc  oppoeing  cyailment 
ef  g^in  use  for  beer  (p.  3o99)»  •  ■ 

v'  SENATE  r  April.  12  ^ 

R-ANMAL  RESEARCH.  Passed  reseSch  on  fou^heorin^, 

^566.  ^as  indefinitely  postponed. 
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S.  BILL  OF  RIGHTS  LAY,  Pa-ssed  with  anendinent  H*  -J.  Res*  273,  , requesting  the  Presi-/ 
.  dent  to  designate  Bee*  I5i  12^6,  as  Bill  of.Hights  Day  (p*  3^27)*  S*  J»  Res* ^^6, 
-a  companion  measure,  was  .  indefinitely  postponed*  .  .  / 


9,  RURAL  RmABILITATIOH;  FAEIi  TMAilCY.  Passed  without  amendment  S*  1507»  to  jprovide 


"basic  authority  for  the  rural-reha"bilitation  program  and  make  Tarious  j^endments 
i*to  the  Bpnkhead-^ones  Farm  Tenant  Act  (pp*  3^23—9)*  J’er  provisions  of/ the  "bill 
see  Digest  1S6  (l9^5)«  .  /' 


10*  FARM  BAHERUPTCY.  Passed  H*  R,  5904,  to  continue  the  Farm  Banlcru;^cy  Act,  with 
a  committee  amendment  to  continue  the  Act  until  June  4,  1946,  ^^fether-  than  June 

.  4,  i947/(pp.  3621,-  3631)* 


,11*  EXPORT  'COMIROL*  Passed  without  amendment  S*  I9SO,  to  conti/fue-  the  act  providing 
for' control  of*  exports  of  items  necessary  for  defense  T;nr^)OseS' (up*  363'2'“3)  ♦ 


12*  SURPL'U'S  PROPERTY*  Passed  as  reported  S,  1757>  io  "broaden  the  scope- and' raise- 
•  the  rank  of  veterans*  preference  -provided- for  in  the  Surplus -P roperty- Act  pf 

.  ^1944 ;(pp.  3634^5).  !  ”  . 


13, 


TRAHSPOfi.i'ATIOH'.  Discussed  and^  at  the  request  of  Sen*  Aiken,  "V^t*,  passed  over 
H*  R,’^'53i6,  to  repeal  the  law  permitting  Canadian  vessels  to  transport  iron 
ore  -"between  U,  S*  ports  on  tHe  Great  Lakes  in  order  to  provide  more  shippihg 


c 


for  grain  (p*  3636) • 


\ 


\ 


l4*  MPLOYEES’  COMPEHSATIOH  ACT.  Pas\^d  as  reported  S.  I325,  to  amend  this  Act  By 
extending  it  to  foreign- service  arid  certain  other  officers,  dollar-a-year 
personnel  and  others  rendering  persP^^l  services  to  the  Govcrniiient  for  nominal 
compensation  or  without  compensati^ri^etc* ;  making  the  "benefits  provided  "by  the 
Act  the  exclusive  remedy  against  UX  S.  for  injury  or  death  of  its  civilian 
personnel;  preventing  payment  "by ''the  U*  'S*  of  dual  "benefits  fol:  the  same  injury 
or  death  where  a  right  to  "benefits  under  ^re  than  one  Federal  statute  arises 
out  of  the  same  service;  establishing  ’’prop^^  "basis'*  for  the  computation  of  pay 
in  making  compensation  awards  (pp»  3637~^)*  \ 


15. 


FORESTRY;  GRAZIITG  LAUDS,  The  Puolic  Lands  and  ^Xr'V'eys  Commi'ttee  reported  with 
amendments  S,  33j  to  cplifer  upon  present  users  o^uational— forest  range  or  puiy-^' 
chasers  from  users  a^exclusivc  and  perpetual  righVto  grazing  permits,  to  de-V- 
fine  kind  of  properjjy  commensurate  with  and  prerequifeite  to  permitted  use  of 
range,  and  to  urovide  for  advisory  hoards  in  connectiV  v/ith'usc  of  range  (-S*  ■ 
Hept*^  1176)  (p*  >602).  ^ 


16,  SURPLUS  PROPERTY  DISPOSAL.^  Passed  with  amendment  S*  1636,%;^  amend  the  Surplus 
Property  Act,.- so  as  to  designate  the  State  Department  as  diffi^sal  agency  for  sur* 
"plus  priopepty  outside  the  U.S,  (pp,  362^5)*  . 


17*  PHILiPPIliE  TRADE  RELATIOIIS*  Passed  as  reported  H,  R,  5S56,  to  ‘.i^hVide  for  tfade  , 
relations  TDetween  the  U,S.  and  the  Philippines  (pp*  3602,,  3603-i2\  IKiring  the 
dehate  Sens,  felsh  (Mass.),  Ellender  (La.)  and  others  discussed  suS^r  quotas 
'  .  andjE  sugar  production  in  the  U.S*  (-op*  3607-IO)  * 


18*  PRICE  CONTROL,  Sen,  Mitchell,  Tjash* ,  inserted  an  Ephrata  (Uasli.)  C  of  u\^resolu“ 
tion  favoring  continuation  of.OPA  (p,  3602), 

Sen*  Capper,  Kans.,  inserted  a  Uichita  (Kans.)  husinossnen* s  tclogramv op¬ 
posing  continuation  of  OP  A  (p»  3602)*  \, 

*  .  ,  ■ 
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pose  we  need  it  now  for  veterans’  hous- 
irvg,  and  for  other  housing. 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  Mr.  President,  will 
the  Senator  yield? 

Mr.  THOMAS  of  Utah.  I  yield. 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  I  understood  the 
Senator  to  say  that  the  measure  applied 
■only  to  products  we  had  imported. 

Mr.  THOMAS  of  Utah.  It  applies  to 
everything  wejieed. 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  So  if  lumber  were 
one  of  those  items  there  could  be  no  ex¬ 
port  of  lumber  out  of  this  country  with¬ 
out  a  permit? 

Mr.  THOMAS  of  Utah.  That  is  cor- 
r0ct 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  But  it  is  possible 
to  obtain  a  permit  to  export  lumber? 

Mr.  THOMAS  of  Utah.  Yes. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
question  is  on  the  engrossment  and  tliird 
reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  (S.  1980)  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed.  -4 

ELIAS  BAUMGARTEN 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1356)  for  the  relief  of 
Elias  Baumgarten  was  considered, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

LAWFUL  ADMISSION  TO  UNITED  STATES 
OF  NORA  R.  NEVILLE 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1350)  to  record  the  law¬ 
ful  admission  to  the  United  States  for 
permanent  residence  of  Nora  R.  Neville 
was  considered,  ordered  to  a  third  read¬ 
ing,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
MERCY  DUKE  BOEHL 

The  bill  (S.  875)  for  the  relief  of 
Mercy  Duke  Boehl  was  considered, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read¬ 
ing,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That,  notwithstanding 
the  provisions  of  the  immigration  laws,  the 
Attorney  General  is  authorized  and  directed 
to  permit  Mercy  Duke  Boehl,  the  wife  of  an 
American  citizen,  to  remain  permanently  in 
the  United  States. 

JOSEPH  TARANTOLA  AND  IDA 
TARANTOLA 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2415)  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Tarantola  and  Ida  Tarantola  was 
considered,  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FRANK  E.  WILMOT 

The  bill  (H.  R.  4240)  for  the  relief  of 
Frank  E.  Wilmot  was  considered,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

MRS.  JUD  HENDRY  AND  HER  DAUGHTER, 
GLADYS  HENDRY 

The  bill  (H.  R.  4056)  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Jud  Hendry,  and  her  daughter, 
Gladys  Hendry,  was  considered,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed.  *  ' 

H.  A.  EDD 

The  bill  fH.  R.  4054)  for  the  relief  of 
H.  A.  Edd  was  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MRS.  JEAN  TAUBE  WELLER 

.  The  bill  (H.  R.  3126)  for  the  relief  of 
.^rs.  Jean  Taube  Weller  was  considered. 


ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

BRAXTON  B.  FOLMAR  AND  OTHERS 

The  bill  (H.  R.  3513)  for  the  relief  of 
Braxton  B.  Folmar  and  Mary  Inez  Fol- 
mar,  William  Ernest  Evans  and  Dora 
Ethel  Evans,  Joseph  Thomas  Avery  and 
Maggie  M.  Avery,  Robert  H.  Phillips  and 
Hattie  P.  Phillips,  and  the  legal  guardian 
of  James  T.  Avery,  a  minor,  was  consid¬ 
ered,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

LEGAL  GUARDIAN  OF  WILMA  SUE  WOODS 
AND-  OTHERS 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2848)  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  guardian  of  Wilma  Sue  Woods, 
Patsy  Woods,  Raymond  E.  Hilliard,  and 
Thomas  E.  Hilliard,  minors,  was  consid¬ 
ered,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NICHOLAS  T.  STEPP 

The  bill  (H.  R.  4560)  for  the  relief  of 
Nicholas  T.  Stepp  was  considered,  or¬ 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

tlUTCHINSON’S  BOAT  WORKS,  INC.,  AND- 
OTHERS 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1217)  for  the  relief  of 
Hutchinson’s  Boat  Works,  Inc.,  and 
others,  was  considered,  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  C.  SPARGO 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (S.  1747)  for  the  relief  of  John  C. 
Spargo,  which  had  been  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims  with  amend¬ 
ments  on  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  words 
“sum  of”,  to  strike  out  “$5,350”  and  in¬ 
sert  “$2,500”:  and  in  line  7,  after  the 
word  “compensation”,  to  insert  “for  med¬ 
ical  and  hospital  expenses  incurred  and”; 
so  as  to  make  the  bill  read: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury /Is  authorized  and  directed  to  pay, 
out  of  any  money  In  the  Treasury  not  other¬ 
wise  appropriated,  to  John  C.  Spargo.  of  Se¬ 
attle,  Wash.,  the  sum  of  $2,600,  in  full  satis¬ 
faction  of  his  claim  against  the  United  States 
lor  compensation  for  medical  and  hospital 
■expenses  Incurred  and  for  personal  injuries 
and  loss  of  earnings  sustained  by  him,  as  a 
result  of  an  accident  which  occurred  when 
the  automobile  which  he  was  driving  was 
struck  by  a  United  States  Army  vehicle,  be¬ 
tween  Shelton,  Wash.,  and  Bremerton,  Wash., 
on  May  1,  1941;  Provided,  That  no  part  of 
the  amount  appropriated  in  this  act  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  10  percent  thereof  shall  be  paid  or 
delivered  to  or  received  by  any  agent  or  at¬ 
torney  on  account  of  services  rendered  in 
connection  with  this  claim,  and  the  same 
shall  be  unlawful,  any  contract  to  the  con¬ 
trary  notwithstanding.  Any  person  violating 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  $1,000. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

EDWARD  OATNEAL  AND  OTHERS 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2931)  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  Oatneal,  John  N.  Oatneal,  Jr., 
and  James  R.  Oatneal,  was  considered, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 


CLAIM  OF  A.  G.  BAILEY 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1838)  to  confer  juris¬ 
diction  upon  the  Court  of  Claims  to  hear, 
determine,  and  render  judgment  upon  a 
certain  claim  of  A.  G.  Bailey  against  the 
United  States,  was  considered,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ALDONA  KOJAS- 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (S.  997)  for  the  relief  of  Aldona 
Kojas,  which  had  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims  with  an  amend¬ 
ment  on  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  words 
“the  sum  of”,  to  strike  out  “$10,000,”  and 
insert  “$4,044”;  so  as  to  make  the  bill 
read: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  authorized  and  directed  to 
pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  Aldona  Kojas,  of 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  the  sum  of  $4,044,  in  full 
satisfaction  of  her  claims  against  the  United 
States'  for  compensation  for  personal  injuries 
sufitalned  by  her,  for  reimbursement  of  hos¬ 
pital,  medical,  and  other  expenses  incxurred 
by  her,  as  a  result  of  an  accident  which  oc¬ 
curred  while  she  was  riding  as  a  passenger 
in  a  Coast  Guard  vehicle  No.  T-2682  on 
October  20.  1944.  when  it  was  involved  in  a 
collision  at  the  intersection  of  Orange  Ave¬ 
nue  and  Admiral  Street,  West  Haven,  Conn.; 
Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  amount  ap¬ 
propriated  in  this  act  in  excess  of  10  percent  • 
thereof  shall  be  paid  or  delivered  to  or  re¬ 
ceived  by  any  agent  or  attorney  on  account 
of  services  rendered  in  connection  with  this 
claim,  and  the  same  shall  be  unlawful,  any 
contract  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this 
act  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
and  upon  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined 
in  any  sum  not  exceeding  $1,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

DAVE  TOPPER 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2062)  for  the  relief  of 
Dave  Topper  was  considered,  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

ELIZABETH  M.  SIMMONS  AND  ROBERT  H. 

SIMMONS 

/  The  bill  (H.  R.  3121)  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeth  M.  Simmons  and  Robert  H. 
Simmons  was  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

COLUMBUS  THOMAS 

The  bill'.(H.  R.  2289)  for  the  rel’ef  of 
Columbus  Thomas  was  considered,  or¬ 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

SAM  BECHTOLD 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (S.  1286)  for  the  relief  of  Sam  Bech- 
told,  which  had  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims  with  an  amend¬ 
ment,  on  page  1,  line  6,  after  the  words 
“the  sum  of”,  to  strike  out  \“$19,839.40”, 
and  insert  “$6,239.40”;  so  to  make 
the  bill  read:  •  \ 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  the  Sectary  of 
the  Treasury  is  authorized  and  directed  to 
pay,  out  of  any  money  in  tbe  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  Sam  Bechtold, 
of  St.  Ignatius,  Mont.,  the  sum  of  $6,239')40, 
in  full  satisfaction  of  his  claim  against  the 
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tJnited  States  for  compensation  for  personal 
injuries  sustained  by  him,  on  November  27, 
1944,  when  escaped  prisoners  from  the  north¬ 
western  branch,  United  States  disciplinary 
barracks,  Fort  Missoula,  Mont.,  assaulted  him 
and  stole  his  automobile,  and  for  reimburse¬ 
ment  of  medical,  hospital,  and  other  ex¬ 
penses  incurred  by  him  as  a  result  of  such 
injuries  and  theft:  Provided,  That  no  part  of 
the  amount  apropriated  in  this  act  in  excess 
of  10  percent  thereof  shall  be  paid  or  de¬ 
livered  to  or  received  by  any  agent  or  at¬ 
torney  on  account  of  services  rendered  in  con¬ 
nection  with',  this  claim,  and  the  same  shall 
be  unlawful,  '-any  contract  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  Any  person  violating  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor  and  upon  conviction  there¬ 
of  shall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
$1,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ORVIS  WELCH 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (H.  R.  2167)  for  the  relief  of  Orvis 
Welch,  which  had  been  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims  with  an 
amendment,  on  page  1,  line  6,  after  the 
words  “the  sum  of’’,  strike  out  “$4,523.45“ 
and  insert  $3,523.45.” 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
•  grossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed.  \ 

ELI  L.  SCOTT 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1721)  for  the  relief  o^ 
Eli  L.  Scott,  was  considered,  ordered  to\ 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  ' 
passed. 

LEGAL  GUARDIAN  OF  JAMES  HERBERT 

KEITH,  A  MINOR 

'The  bill  (H.  R.  3301)  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  guardian  of  James  Herbert 
Keith,  a  minor,  was  considered,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

GEORGE  F.  POWELL 

The  bill  (H.  R.  3430)  for  the  relief  of 
George  F.  Powell,  was  considered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

JOSEPH  SCHELL 

The  bill  (H.  R.  4297)  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Schell,  was  considered,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

ESTHER  L.  BERG 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2826)  for  the  relief  of 
Esther  L.  Berg  was  considered,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

HERMAN  FEINBERG 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1352)  for  the  relief  of 
Herman  Feinberg  was  considered, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  tini^,  and  passed. 

TOLL  :^rDGE  ACROSS  THE  CONNECTI¬ 
CUT,/'  RIVER  AT  OLD  SAYBROOK, 

CONN. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  4940)  granting  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  acting  by  and  through  any 
agency  or  commission  thereof,  to  con¬ 


struct,  maintain,  and  operate  a  toll 
bridge  across  the  Connecticut  River  at  gr 
near  Old  Saybrook,  Conn.,  was  consifl- 
ered,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  :;Cad 


/ 


the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MRS.  GERTRUDE  VERBARG^' 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1073)  for  the  pfelief  of 
Mrs.  Gertrude  Verbarg,  was  coj^sidered, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  reacmhe  third 
time,  and  passed.  j 

OSCAR  R.  STEINE^ 

The  bill  (H.  R.  5664)  fo/the  relief  of 
Oscar  R.  Steinert  was  considered, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading'  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

ADDITIONAL  PERMANENT  PROFESSORS, 

UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  ACADEMY 

The  bill  (S.  1963)  to  authorize  addi¬ 
tional  permanent,  professors  of  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  was 
considered,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  i;ead  the  third  time,  and 
passed,  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  one  additional 
permanent  professor  is  hereby  authorized  for 
each  of  the  nine  departments  of  instruction 
of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  for 
which  one  such  professor  is  now  authorized. 
Such  professors  shall  have  the  rank,  pay, 
allowances,  retirement  rights,  and  other  bene¬ 
fits  authorized  for  other  permanent  professors 
of  the  Academy:  Provided,  That  the  senior 
professor  in  each  department  of  instruction 
shall  be  the  head  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  The  positions  of  professor  of  law  f 
and  professor  of  ordnance  of  the  United? 
States  Military  Academy  hereafter  shall  be 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  permanent  pro¬ 
fessors,  who  shall  have  the  rank,  pay,  allow¬ 
ances,  retirement  rights,  and  other  benefits 
authorized  for  other  permanent  professors 
pf  the  Academy. 

'  Sec.  3.  There  is  hereby  authorized,  as  an 
additional  permanent  professor  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy,  a  dean  of  the 
Academic  Board,  who  shall  have  such  duties 
as  niay  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Academy  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Appoint¬ 
ments  to  this  position  shall  be  made  from 
among  permanent  professors  who  have  served 
as  heads  ?pf  departments  of  instruction  of 
the  Academy.  The  dean  of  the  Academic 
Board  shall'  Jiave  the  rank,  pay,  allowances, 
retirement  rights,  and  other  benefits  author¬ 
ized  for  permanent  brigadier  generals  of  the 
Army,  except  that  the  statutory  retirement 
age  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  other  per¬ 
manent  professors  of  the  Academy. 

BILL  PASSED  OVER 

The  bill  (S.  1850)  to  promote  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  science  and  the  useful  arts,  to 
secure  the  nationar^efense,  to  advance 
the  national  health  and  welfare,  and  for 
other  purposes  was  antjounced  as  next  in 
order. 

Several  Senators.  O^r! 

The  PRESHJENT  proUempore.  The 
bill  will  be  passed  over.  \ 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  BRimE  NEAR 
CLINTON,  IOWa\^ 

The  bill  (H.  R.  4914)  to  revise  and  re¬ 
enact  the  act  entitled  “An  act?  creating 
the  City  of  Clinton  Bridge  Coiiunission 
and  authorizing  said  commission  Vnd  its 
successors  to  acquire  by  purchase  di^  con¬ 
demnation  and  to  construct,  maintain, 
and  operate  a  bridge  or  bridges  across 
the  Mississippi  River  at  or  near  Clint'Qn, ; 
Iowa,  and  at  or  near  Fulton,  Ill.,’’  ap-  \ 
proved  December  21,  1944,  was  consid-  i 


ered,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read- 
the  third  time,  and  passed.  / 

RAINY  RIVER  BRIDGE  NEAR,  BAUDETTO, 
MINN.  / 

The  bill  (H.  R.  5544)  authorizing  the 
village  of  Baudette,  State  of  Minriesota, 
its  public  successors  or  public  assigns,  to 
construct,  maintain,  and  opera:te  a  toll 
bridge  across  the  Rainy  River  at  or  near 
Baudette,  Minn.,  was  considered,  or¬ 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

PEE  DEE  RIVER  BRIDGE  NEAR  CASHUA 
FERRY,  S.  C. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  5275)  to  revive  and  re¬ 
enact  the  act  granting  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  State  Highway  Depart¬ 
ment  of  South  Carolina  to  construct, 
maintain,  and  operate  a  free  highway 
bridge  across  the  Pee  Dee  River,  at  or 
near  Cashua  Ferry,  S.  C.,  approved  April 
30,  1940,  was  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third'Ume,  and 
passed. 

BILL  PASSED  OVER 

The  bill  (H.  R.  4190)  granting  the  con¬ 
sent  of  Congress  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Co.  to  construct,  maintain,  'and 
operate  a  railroad  bridge  across  the  Alle¬ 
gheny  River  at  or  near  Warren,  Pa.,  was 
announced  as  next  in  order. 

Mr.  AIKEN.  Let  the  bill  go  over. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
bill  will  be  passed  over. 

VETERANS’  PREFERENCE  UNDER  SURPLUS 
PROPERTY  ACT  OF  1944 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (S.  1757)  to  broaden  the  scope  and 
raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  prefer¬ 
ence  provided  for  in  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944,  which  had  been  re¬ 
ported  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  with  an  amendment,  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and 
insert: 

That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as 
follows : 

"disposal  to  veterans 

“Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  pre¬ 
scribe  regulations  permitting  veterans  to 
acquire  appropriate  quantities  of  surplus 
property  to  enable  them  to  establish  and 
maintain  their  own  small  business,  profes¬ 
sional,  or  agricultural  enterprises,  and  dis¬ 
positions  of  surplus  property  to  veterans 
under  this  section  shall  be  given  priority  over 
all  other  disposal  of  property  provided  for  in 
this  act,  except  transfers  to  Government 
agencies  under  section  12. 

“(b)  The  Administrator  shall  cause  to  be 
set  aside  or  otherwise  to  be  made  available, 
for  such  period  or  periods  of  time  as  he  may 
determine,  appropriate  types  and  quantities 
of  surplus  property  for  exclusive  disposal  to 
veterans  for  their  own  personal  use  or  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  establish  and  maintain  their 
own  small  business,  professional,  or  agri¬ 
cultural  enterprises.  The  Administrator  shall 
prepare  regulations  designed  to  achieve  the 
equitable  distribution  of  such  surplus  prop¬ 
erty  among  veterans.  In  selecting  any  types 
of  surplus  property  for  disposal  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection,  the 
Administrator  shall  give  due  consideration  to 
the  availability  of  adequate  facilities  for  and 
the  cost  of  the  distribution  of  such  surplus 
property.  The  Administrator  shall  from 
time  to  time  cause  to  be  compiled  and  pub¬ 
licized  widely  information  as  to  the  types  and 
quantities  of  such  surplus  property  which 
has  or  will  become  available  within  a  given 
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period  of  time  for  exclusive  disposal  to  vet¬ 
erans  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  subsection.” 

Sec.  2.  Subsection  (a)  of  section  12  thereof 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  the  follov/ing:  “except  disposals 
under  section  16  (b).” 

Sec.  3.  Subsection  (f)  of  section  13  thereof 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following:  “and  disposals  under 
section  16  and  subsection  (e)  of  section  18.” ' 

Sec.  4.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e) 
of  section  18  thereof  is  hereby  amended  to 
read  as  follows;  “The  disposal  of  surplus 
property  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given 
priority  Immediately  following  transfers  to 
other  Government  agencies  under  section  12 
and  disposals  to  veterans  under  section  16. 
The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section 
12  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made 
under  this  subsection.” 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read: 
“A  bill  to  amend  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944,  as  amended,  so  as  to  broaden 
the  scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the  vet¬ 
erans’  priority.” 

DES  MOINES  RIVER  BRIDGE, 
FARMINGTON,  IOWA 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (S.  1834)  granting  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  Iowa  State  Highway 
Commission  to  construct  and  maintain 
a  free  bridge  across  the  Des  Moines  River 
at  the  town  of  Farmington,  Iowa,  which 
had  been  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  with  an  amendment,  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause 
and  insert: 

Thfe  \onsent  of  Congress  is  hereby  granted 
to  the  State  of  Iowa  or  Iowa  State  Highway 
CommlssV>h  to  construct,  maintain,  and  op¬ 
erate  a  f^ee  highway  bridge  and  approaches 
thereto  ai^oss  the  Des  Moines  River,  at  a 
point  suitai^e  to  the  Interests  of  navigation, 
at  or  near  Farmington,  Iowa,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  “An 
act  to  regulate  the  construction  of  bridges 
over  navigable’  waters,”  approved  March  23, 
1906,  and  subject  to  the  conditions  and  limi¬ 
tations  contained  in  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  The  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  re¬ 
peal  this  act  is  hereby  expressly  reserved. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  reaki  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read: 
“A  bill  granting  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  the  State  of  Iowa  or  the  Iowa  State 
Highway  Commission  to  construct,  main¬ 
tain,  and  operate  a  free"  highway  bridge 
across  the  Des  Moines  River  at  or  near 
Farmington,  Iowa.”  \ 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  PASSED  OVER 

The  Joint  resolution  (S.  J.  Res.  138) 
to  implement  further  the  purposes  of  the 
Bretton  Woods  Agreements  Act  by  au¬ 
thorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Tteasury  to 
carry  out  an  agreement  with  tlJe  United 
Kingdom  and  for- other  purposes  was 
announced  as  next  in  order.  \ 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  Let  the  join  A  reso¬ 
lution  go  over.  \ 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore,  -^e 
Joint  resolution  will  be  passed  over.  \ 

liEGAL  GUARDIAN  OP  JAMES  IRVINa 
MARTIN,  A  MINOR  \ 

/  The  bill  (H.  R.  2509)  for  the  relief  o^ 
the  legal  guardian  of  James  Irving  Mar-\ 


i. 

i\}n,  a  minor,  was  considered,  ordered  to 
a'i  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
arinj  passed.' 

•  MRS.  CLIFFORD  W.  PREVATT 

The  bill.(H.  R.  3948)  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Clifford  W.  Prevatt  was  considered, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

BERNICE  B.  COOPER 

The  billN^.  R.  988)  for  the  relief  of 
IBernice  B.  ^ooper,  junior  clerk-typist, 
WeatherfordA  Tex,^  rural  rehabilitation 
office.  Farm  Security  Administration,  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture,  was  considered, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  BELL 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1235)  for  the  relief  of 
John  Bell  was  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

LEE  HARRISON 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2156)  for  the  relief  of 
Lee  Harrison  was  considered,  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MILDRED  NEIFFER  •. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1759)  for  the^relief  of 
Mildred  Neiffer  was  considered,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

MRS.  FRANK  MITCHELL  AND  J.  L.  PRICE 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2885)  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Frank  Mitchell  and  J.  L.  Price  was 
considered,  ordered  to  a  third  reading* 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JOHN  DOSHIM 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2682)  for  the  relief  of 
John  Doshim  was  considered,  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

VIRGE  McCLURE 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1269)  for  the  reUef  of 
Virge  McClure  was  considered,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mrs.  grant  logan 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2331)  for  the  reUef  of 
Mrs.  Grant  Logan  was  considered,  or¬ 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

w.  E.  NOAH 

The  bill  (H.  R.  1262)  for  the  relief  of 
W.  E.  Noah  was  considered,  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MR.  AND  MRS.  CIPRIANO  VASQUEZ 

The  bill  (H.  R.  3483)  for  the  relief  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clpriano  Vasquez  was  con¬ 
sidered,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  tirq^,  and  passed. 

mTTIE  LEE  WRIGHT 

The  biU  (II.  R.  3217)  for  the  relief  of 
Mattie  Lee  Wright  was  considered,  or¬ 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

/  RAE  GLAUBER 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2217)  for  the  relief  of 
Ra'e  Glauber  was  considered,  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 


MRS.  RUBY  MILLER 


The  bill  (H.  R.  3161)  for  the  relief 
of  Mrs.  Ruby  Miller  was  considered,  or¬ 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  read  . the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

CLYDE  ROWND,  AND  OTHERS 

The  bill  (H.  R.  2904)  for  the  relief  of 
Clyde  Rownd,  Della  Rownd,  and  Benja¬ 
min  C.  Day  was  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  Jime,  and 
passed. 

ADDIE  PRUITT  / 

The  bill  (H.  R.  3591)  for  the  relief  of 
Addie  Pruitt  was  considered,  ordered  to 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

ESTATE  OF  ELEANOR  WILSON  LYNDE, 
DECEASED 

The  bill  (H.  R.  3846)  for  the  relief 
of  the  estate  of  Eleanor  Wilson  Lynde, 
deceased,  was  considered,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

SOCONY- VACUUM  OIL  CO. 

The  bill  (S.  1742)  for  the  relief  of 
Socony-Vacuum  Oil  Co.  was  considered, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read¬ 
ing,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  efc.,.That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  authorized  and  directed  to 
pay,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  the  Socony-Vac¬ 
uum  Oil  Co.,  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  the  sum  of 
$5,231.99,  in  full  satisfaction  of  its  claim 
against  the  United  States  for  compensation 
for  property  damage  sustained  by  it  as  a 
result  of  an  accident  which  occurred  when 
a  United  States  Navy  airplane  crashed  into 
a  group  of  its  oil  tanks  and  burned,  at  the 
Flat  Rock  works  near  Trenton,  Mich.,  on 
February  12,  1945:  Provided,  That  no  part 
ol  the  amount  appropriated  in  this  act  in 
extjess  of  10  percent  thereof  shall  be  paid  or 
delivered  to  or  received  by  any  agent  or  at¬ 
torney  on  account  of  services  rendered  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  claim,  and  the  same  shall 
be  un'Lwful,  any  contract  to  the  contrary 
notwitHstandlng.  Any  person  violating  the 
provision  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  nAdemeanor  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  sMiall  be  fined  in  any  sum  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  $i,ftpo. 

.^THUR  F.  DOWNS 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (S.  1201), ’for  the  relief  of  Arthur  F. 
Downs,  which  iiad  been  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  with  amend¬ 
ments,  on  page  l',,  line  6,  after  the  words 
‘‘the  sum  of,”  to  "strike  out  “$2,119.96,” 
and  Insert  “$849.36”;  and  on  page  2,  line 
3,  after  the  word  “November,”  to  strike 
out  “25,”  and  insert  “24,”  so  as  to  make 
the  bill  read: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  authorized  and  directed  to 
pay,  out  of  any  money  in  tJie  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  Athur  F.  Downs, 
of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  the  su»  of  $849.36,  in 
full  satisfaction  of  his  clairif.  against  the 
United  States  for  compensation  for  personal 
Injuries  and  loss  of  earnings  ^stained  by 
him,  and  for  reimbursement  of  Hospital  and 
other  expenses  Incurred  by  him,  ae  a  result 
of  having  been  shot  by  a  memb^  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Corps,  near  tl^e  New¬ 
ington  crossroad,  between  Portmoutlf,  N.  H., 
and  Rochester,  N.  H.,  on  November  24,\  1943 : 
Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  amount  ap¬ 
propriated  In  this  act  in  excess  of  10  percent 
thereof  shall  be  paid  or  delivered  to  or  re¬ 
ceived  by  any  agent  or  attorney  on  account 
of  services  rendered  in  connection  with  this 
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claim,  and  the  same  shall  be  unlawful,  any 
c'^itract  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Aliy  person  violating  the  provisions  of  this 
act  Wall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
and  conviction  thereof  shall  be  fined 

in  any  sum  not  exceeding  $1,000. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  .to. 

The  bill'  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  .a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

TRANSPORTATihp  OF  IRON  ORE  BY 
CANADIAN  VESS^B— BILL  PASSED  OVER 

The  bill  (H.  R.  53^)  to  repeal  the  law 
permitting  vessels  oX  Canadian  registry 
to  transport  iron  ore^  between  United 
States  ports  on  the  Gre^  Lakes  was  an¬ 
nounced  as  next  in  order. \ 

Mr.  AIKEN.  Let  the  bill  go  over. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE.  Mr.  President,  I 
thought  I  heard  the  suggestion  that 
House  bill  5316,  Calendar  1182,  be  passed 
over.  I  should  like  to  make  a  very  brief 
statement  in  connection  with  the  bill. 

It  does  nothing  but  restore  the  la\^  to 
the  situation  in  which  it  was  before  the 
war.  During  the  war  we  did  not  have 
sufiicient  transportation  fapilities  for  the 
transportation  of  ore  between  the  Lake 
Superior  region  and  the  section  around 
Lake  Erie,  for  example.  In  order  to 
meet  that  emergency  a  law  was  enacted 
permitting  Canadian  vessels,  under  cer¬ 
tain  conditions,  to  transport  ore.  It  was 
highly  essential  to  do  so  for  the  sake  of 
the  war  effort.  The  need  for  such  facili¬ 
ties  has  passed.  It  is  not  at  all  neces¬ 
sary  to  permit  Canadian  vessels  to  pass 
between  two  American  ports.  Conse¬ 
quently,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  no  need  for  this  special  war  legisla¬ 
tion,  we  should  go  back  to  the  situation 
which  existed  before  the  war. 

Mr.  AIKEN.  Let  the  bill  go  over. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
bill  will  be  passed  over. 

OPERATION  OF  RAILWAY  ACROSS  GOV¬ 
ERNMENT  RESERVATION,  WHITE  RIVER, 

ARK. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  4239)  granting  to  Guy 
A.  Thompson,  trustee,  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  Co.,  debtor,  and  to  his  succes¬ 
sors  and  assigns,  authority  to  relocate, 
maintain,  and  operate  a  single-track 
railway  across  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment  reservation  at  lock  No.  3,  White 
River,  Independence  County,  Ark.,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  considered,  or¬ 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

BILL  PASSED  OVER 

The  bill  (S.  2057)  to  extend  the  Selec¬ 
tive  Training  and  Service  Act  of  1940,  as 
amended,  until  May  15,  1947,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  announced  as  next 
in  order. 

Several  Senators.  Over! 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
bill  will  be  passed  over. 

SALE  BY  UNITED  STATES  GEOLOGICAL 

SURVEY  OP  AETHAL  AND  OTHER  PHO¬ 
TOGRAPHS,  ETC. 

The  bill  (S.  2029)  to  authorize  the  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  to  produce  and  sell  copies  of 
aerial  or  other  photographs  and  mosaics, 
and  photographic  or  photostatic  repro¬ 
ductions  of  records,  on  a  reimbursement 
of  appropriation  basis  was  considered, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read¬ 


ing,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as 
follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  so  much  of  the 
act  approved  March  4,  1909  (35  Stat.  945, 
989;  43  U.  S.  C.,  sec.  45) ,  reading  “The  Di¬ 
rector  of  the  Geological  Survey  shall  here¬ 
after  furnish  to  any  person,  concern,  or  in¬ 
stitution,  in  the  interest  of  education*  and 
the  dissemination  of  knowledge,  that  shall 
pay  in  advance  the  whole  cost  of  material 
and  services  thereof,  copies  of  any  photo¬ 
graphs  or  lantern  slides  in  the  possession  of 
the  United  States  Geological  Survey;  and  the 
moneys  received  by  the  Director  for  the  same 
shall  be  deposited  in  the  United  States 
Treasury”  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

“The  Director  of  the  United  States  Geo¬ 
logical  Survey  hereafter  may  produce  and  sell 
on  a  reimbursable  basis  to  Interested  per¬ 
sons,  concerns,  and  institutions,  copies  of 
aerial  or  other  photographs  and  mosaics  that 
have  been  obtained  in  connection  with  the 
authorized  work  of  the  United  States  Geo¬ 
logical  Survey  and  photographic  or  photo¬ 
static  reproductions  of  records  in  the  official 
custody  of  the  Director  at  such  prices  (not 
less  than  the  estimated  cost  of  furnishing 
such  copies  or  reproductions)  as  the  Direc¬ 
tor,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  may  determine,  the  money  re- 
■peived  from  such  sales  to  be  deposited  in  the 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation 
tlii^  current  and  chargeable  for  the  cost  of 
furlieishing  copies  or  reproductions  as  herein 
authorized. ” 

INCREASED  PAY  FOR  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

ARMED  FORCES— BILL  PASSED  OVER 

The  bill'  (S.  1357)  to  increase  the  pay 
of  the  military  and  naval  forces  while 
on  sea  duty  6r  duty  beyond  the  conti¬ 
nental  limits  of  vthe  United  States  or  in 
Alaska  was  announced  as  next  in  order. 

Mr.  RE'VERCOMB.  Mr.  President, 
there  are  several  bills  of  this  nature  for 
increased  pay  for  members  of  the  armed 
forces,  and  I  feel  that  they  all  ought  to 
go  over  and  be  considered  together. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tepipore.  The 
bill  will  be  passed  over.  \ 

RETURN  TO  CITY  OF  NEW  OftLEANS  OF 

SILVER  SERVICE,  ETC.,  OF  THEX^RUISER 

NEW  ORLEANS  \ 

\ 

The  bill  (H.  R.  5765)  authorizing,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his  discretion  to 
deliver  to  the  custody  of  the  city  of  Not 
Orleans  the  silver  service  and  silver  bell . 
presented  to  the  United  States  for  the 
cruiser  "New  Orleans  was  considered,  or¬ 
dered  to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

BILLS  PASSED  OVER 

The  bill  (S.  1869)  to  amend  the  Pay 
Readjustment  Act  of  1942,  as  amended, 
so  as  to  provide  an  increase  of  20  percent, 
and  for  other  purposes  was  announced 
as  next  in  order. 

Mr.  WHERRY.  Let  the  bill  go  over. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
bill  will  be  passed  over. 

The  bill  (S.  2038)  to  increase  the  rates 
of  monthly  base  pay  of  enlisted  men  of 
the  lower  5  pay  grades  of  the  Army,  Navy, 
Marine  Corps,  and  Coast  Guard  for  the 
pm-pose  of  encouraging  voluntary  enlist¬ 
ments  in  the  armed  forces,  was  an¬ 
nounced  as  next  in  order. 

Several  Senators.  Over ! 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
bill  will  be  passed  over. 

The  bill  (S.  1253)  to  amend  the  Inter¬ 
state  Commerce  Act,  as  amended,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  announced  as 
next  in  order. 


Mr.  CORDON.  Let  the  bill  go  over. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
bill  will  be  passed  over. 

COLUMBIA  RIVER  BRIDGE  AT  NORTH- 
PORT,  WASH. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill  (S.  943)  granting  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  the  State  of  Washington  to 
construct,  maintain,  and  operate  a  bridge 
across  the  Columbia  River  at  Northport, 
Wash.,  which  had  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  with  amend¬ 
ments,  on  page  1,  line  4,  after  the  name 
“Washington”,  to- ^strike  out  the  comma 
and  the  words  ‘'or  its  assigns”;  and  in 
line  5,  before  ^e  word  “bridge”,  to  insert 
“free  highway”,  so  as  to  make  the  bill 
read :  / 

Be  it  eifacted,  etc..  That  the  consent  of 
Congres^'is  hereby  granted  to  the  State  of 
Washington  to  construct,  maintain,  and 
operate  a  free  highway  bridge  and  approaches 
thereto  across  the  Columbia  River  at  a  point 
suitable  to  the  Interests  of  navigation,  at  or 
near  the  town  of  Northport,  in  Stevens  Coun¬ 
ty,  Wash.,  in  accordance  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  an  act  entitled  “An  act  to  regulate 
the  construction  of  bridges  over  navigable 
waters,”  approved  March  23,  1906. 

The  right  to  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  this 
Act  is  hereby  expressly  reserved. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read: 
“A  bill  granting  the  consent  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  the  State  of  Washington  to  con¬ 
struct,  maintain,  and  operate  a  free 
highway  bridge  across  the  Columbia 
River  at  Northport,  Wash.” 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  That 
completes  the  calendar. 

LITIGATION  AFFECTING  BONNEVILLE 
PROJECT 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  Mr.  President,  I 
ask  unanimous  consent  for  the  present 
consideration  of  Senate  bill  1516,  Cal¬ 
endar  No.  724. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
bill  will  be  stated  by  title  for  the  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  Senate. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  A  bill  (S.  1516)  to 
amend  section  12  of  the  Bonnevillq  Proj- 
^,ect  Act,  as  amended. 

Mr.  WHERRY.  Mr.  President,  was 
unanimous  consent  given  for  the  con- 
sidefi;ation  of  Senate  bill  1516? 

Thfe  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
SenatoT,  from  Washington  is  now  asking 
unanimous  consent  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  Senate  bill  1516,  the  title  of  which 
has  just  been  stated  by  the  clerk. 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  I  shall  be  glad  to 
explain  the  bill  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WHERRY...  Mr.  President,  I  wish 
to  keep  faith  with  Benators  who  have  left 
the  Chamber  on  Cije  assumption  that 
the  call  of  the  calendsn-  would  start  with 
Calendar  No.  1020.  ThX  bill  precedes  the 
point  where  the  call  ^  the  calendar 
started  today.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay  the 
Senate  or  the  Senator  fronrWashington. 
I  do  mot  know  anything  about  the  bill. 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  I  shall  Xe  glad  to 
explain  it.  \ 

Mr.  WHERRY.  If  there  is  anything 
controversial  in  the  bill,  it  shom  be 
passed  over. 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  It  is  not  contro¬ 
versial  at  all. 


\ 
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IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES 

April  15, 1946 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Departments 


AN  ACT 

To  amend  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944,  as  amended,  so  as 
to  broaden  the  scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’ 
priority. 

1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is 

4  hereb}^  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

5  ‘‘disposal  to  yETEEANS 

6  “Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regu- 

7  lations  permitting  veterans  to  acquire  appropriate  quantities 

8  of  surplus  property  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain 

9  their  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricidtural  enter- 
16  prises,  and  dispositions  of  surplus  propert}"  to  veterans  under 
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1  tills  section  shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  of 

2  property  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except  transfers  to  Gov- 

3  eminent  agencies  under  section  12. 

4  *  “(b)  The  Administrator  shall  cause  to  he  set  aside  or 

5  otherwise  to  be  made  available,  for  such  period  or  periods  of 

6  time  as  he  may  determine,  appropriate  types  and  quantities 

7  of  surplus  property  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for  their 

8  own  personal  use  or  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain 

9  their  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural  enter- 
10  prises.  The  Administrator  shall  prepare  regulations  de¬ 
ll  signed  to  achieve  the  equitable  distribution  of  such  surplus 

12  property  among  veterans.  In  selecting  any  types  of  surplus 

13  property  for  disposal  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 

14  this  subsection,  the  Administrator  shall  give  due  consideration 

15  to  the  availability  of  adequate  facilities  for  and  the  cost- of 

16  the  distribution  of  such  surplus  property.  The  Adminis- 

17  trator  shall  from  time  to  time  cause  to  be  compiled  and  pub- 

18  licized  widely  information  as  to  the  types  and  quantities  of 

19  such  surplus  property  which  has  or  will  become  available 

20  within  a  given  period  of  time  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans 

21  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection.” 

22  Sec.  2.  Subsection  (a)  of  section  12  thereof  is  hereby 

23  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following :  “except 
21  disposals  under  section  16  (b)  ”. 

Sec.  3.  Subsection  (f)  of  section  13  thereof  is  hereby 
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3 

1  amended  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following:  ^‘and 

2  disposals  mider  section  16  and  subsection  (e)  of  section  18’’. 

3  Sec.  4.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e)  of  section  18 

4  thereof  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows :  ‘‘The  disposal 

5  of  surplus  property  under  this  subsection  shall  he  given 

6  priority  immediately  following  transfers  to  other  Government 

7  agencies  under  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under 

8  section  16.  The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section  12 

9  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made  imder  this  subsection.” 

Passed  the  Senate  April  12  (legislative  day,  March  5) , 
1946. 

Attest:  LESLIE  L.  BIEELE, 

Secretary. 
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9*  EEDERAL  expenditures.  Eep*  Grant,  Ind*,  criticized  Eederal  c^enditures  and 

cited  personnel  increases  in  the  various  Departnents  (  inc^imihg  Agricn'rlturfe) (pp. 

.  a233^5)..  ""  : .  /  .  ' 
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Speeded  by  Anendnent\^  (pp«  ■‘^2335*^6)*  ’  '  . •  • 
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nending  REG' s  plan  for  as^sting  snail  busingiss  and  including  a  letter  and  an 
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12.  PRICE  CONTROL.  Rep.  Shafer,  Michv,,  inse^bted  an  AEofL  Monthly  Survey  article 
calling  for  a  strict  linitation  oXOP^' controls  (pp.  ■h-2325-Q* 

Extension  of  renarks  of  Rep.  v|*|^sell,  Ill.,  criticizing  the  infornational 
methods  of  the  OPA  and  citing  an.  0::a'fnE-e  of  wheat  prices  (p«  A2329). 

Extension  of  renarks  of  Rep*  RcedXlMY, ,  opposing  the  continua,tion  of  OPA 
and  including  the  testimony  of^  a.  dress  n^’irufacturer  urging  that  Congress  define 
the  powers  and  duties  of  tho-'^OPA  (-op*  E233?^3)» 

Extension  of  remarks, Of  Rep.  Holif ieldj'^Calif . ,  criticizing  OPA  regulations 
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COMMIT  TEE- HEARINGS  ANNO'UNCEUiENTS  for  Aor.  1~(i  .  S.  Banking  and 


cncy,  OPA  exten¬ 


sion;  Education  and  Labor,  national  health  bill;  S.  Interstate 


ai'icndments;,.- S.  Appropriations,  second  dcficienty  bill  (ox..),;  Con 
pine  trade  bill;  H.  Elood  Control,  lov/cr  Mississippi  basin. 


5n..icrce,  ICG  Act 
jnee  on  Ph.il  ip- 


Eor  supplemental  information  and  copies  of  legislative  material*  ref  erred- -to  #  \iall  - 
pjet.  4654,  or  send  to  Roo.m  II3  Adm.  Arrangements  nay  be  made  to  be  'kcpt'c,dvi£ 
y  routinely,  of  developments  on  any  particular  bill. 


1946 


CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD-HOUSE 


3903 


R.  5544.  An  act  authorizing  the  village 
ofSBaudette,  State  of  Minnesota,  its  public 
Buco^sors,  or  public  assigns,  to  construct, 
mainWn,  and  operate  a  toll  bridge  across 
the  RaS^  River  at  or  near  Baudette,  Minn.; 

H.  R.  55^.  An  act  to  amend  paragraph  8 
of  part  vn.  Veterans  Regulation  No.  1  (a), 
as  amendedrto  authorize  an  appropriation  of 
$1,500,000  as  a'^evolving  fund  in  lieu  of  $500,- 
000  now  authorized; 

H.  R.  6664,  An  att  for  the  relief  of  Oscar  R, 
Steinert;  and 

H.  R.  5765.  An  act  authorizing  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy  in  his  discretion  to  deliver 
to  the  custody  of  the  cifev  of  New  Orleans  the 
silver  service  and  silver  btal  presented  to  the 
United  States  for  the  crul^  New  Orleans. 

\ 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr.  BROWN  of  Georgia,  '^^r.  Speak¬ 
er,  I  move  that  the  House  dN,now  ad¬ 
journ.  \ 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  accoNjingly 
(at  6  o’clock  and  9  minutes  p.  m.),  Under 
its  previous  order,  the  House  adjourrved 
until  tomorrow,  Wednesday,  April  H. 


1946,  at  10  o’clock  a.  m. 


\ 


(Wednesday,  April  17) 

Pairport  Harbor,  Ohio. 

Calumet-Sag  Channel,  Ind.  and  Ill. 
Chicago  River,  North  Branch  of  Illi¬ 
nois. 

Napa  River,  Calif. 

Coos  Bay,  Oreg. 

Columbia  River  at  Astoria,  Oreg. 
Columbia  River  at  The  Dalles,  Oreg. 
Columbia  River,  Foster  Creek  Dam, 
Wash. 

(Wednesday  and  Thursday.  May  1  and  2) 

Tombigbee-Tennessee  Rivers. 

(Friday,  May  3) 

Held  open  for  description  of  projects 
favorably  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  dur¬ 
ing  its  April  meeting. 

(Monday  and  Tuesday,  May  6  and  7) 

Big  Sandy  River,  Tug  and  Levisa 
Forks,  Va.,  W.  Va.,  and  Ky. 

(Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  8  and  9) 

Arkansas  River,  Ark.  and  Okla. 


Mr.  COMBS:  Committee  on  Claims.  H.  R. 
6212.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  dependents 
of  Cecil  M.  Poxworth,  deceased;  without 
amendment  (Rept.  No.  1941).  Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 


COMMITTEE  HEARINGS 

Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Commerce 

(Wednesday,  April  17,  194^ 

There  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  Petro¬ 
leum  Subcommittee  of  the  Committee  on 
Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  at  10 
a.  m.,  April  17,  1946.  Business  to  be  con¬ 
sidered:  Public  hearing  to  receive  the 
final  report  of  the  Petroleum  Adminis¬ 
tration  for  War. 

Committee  on  Flood  Control 
(Wednesday,  April  17,  1946) 

8.  Wednesday,  April  17.  Lower  Mis¬ 
sissippi  River  Basin,  including  the  Red 
River,  and  including  additional  author¬ 
ization  for  the  approved  comprehensive 
plan  for  the  White  and  Arkansas  River 
Basin; 

Red  River  below  Denison  Dam,  Tex., 
Okla.,  Ark.,  and  La.;  Bayou  Pierre,  La.; 
La  Fourche  Bayou,  La.;  Pontchartrain 
Lake,  La.;^  Mermentau  River,  La.;  North 
Canadian  River>  Okla.;  Polecat  Creek, 
Okla.;  Grand  (Neosho)  River,  Kans., 
Mo.,  and  Okla.;  Arkansas  River,  Ponca 
City,  Okla.;  Mississippi  River,  west  Ten¬ 
nessee  tributaries;  Boeuf  and  Tensas 
Rivers  and  Bayou  Macon,  Ark.  and  La.; 
Big  Sunflower,  Little  Simflower,  Hush- 
puckena,  and  Quiver  Rivers  and  their 
tributaries,  and  on  Hull  Brake,  Mill 
Creek  Canal,  Bogue  Phalia,  Ditchlow 
Bayou,  Deer  Creek,  and  Steele  Bayou, 
Miss. 

9.  Thursday,  April  18.  Lt.  Gen.  R.  A. 
Wheeler,  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  other 
representatives  of  the  Corps  of  Engi¬ 
neers,  and  proponents  and  opponents  of 
projects  in  other  regions. 

10.  Friday,  April  19.  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,  and  De¬ 
partment  of  Agriculture,  Weather  Bu¬ 
reau,  and  other  Government  agencies. 

COMIfilTTEE  ON  RIVERS  AND  HARBORS 

Revised  schedule  of  hearings  on  the 
omnibus  river  and  harbor  authorization 
bill' to  start  Tuesday,  April  9,  1946,  at 
10:30  a.  m.,  is  as  follows: 


h^PORTS  OF  COMMITTEES  ON  PUBL^ 

V  BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS  / 

\  I- 

Uiroer  clause  2  of  rule  XIII,  repopfs  of 
comrn^ees  were  delivered  to  thy'Clerk 
for  printing  and  reference  to  thp  proper 
calendar,' as  follows:  / 

Mr.  WOOD..  Committee  on  ^n-Americah 
Activities.  ihoceeUing  agaipiM  the  Joint 
Anti-Fascist  Ret^igee  Committee  (Rept.  No. 
.1936).  Ordered  t^  be  prinJBd. 

Mr.  BULWINKLi:  CooTmittee  on  Inter¬ 
state  and  Foreign  dbmiherce.  H.  R.  164.  A 
bill  to  provide  safetj^^in  aviation  and  to 
direct  an  investigaUon'^of  the  causes  and 
characteristics  of  .thunowstorms;  without 
amendment  (Rept.  No.  19^7).  Referred  to 
the  Committee  Of  the  WholV  House  on  the 
State  of  the  Union; 

Mr.  BULWINKLE:  Committee  ^^Interstate 
and  Foreign  Commerce.  H.  R.  60(^0.  A  bill 
to  amend,  the  Civil  Aeronautics  AcV  of  1938. 
as  amended,  so  as  to  improve  inter^tional 
collaboration  with  respect  to  meteo^ogy; 
without  amendment  (Rept.  No.  1938). NRe- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Hmjse 
on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  O'TOOLE:  Committee  on  the  Library 
'  House  Joint  Resolution  331.  Joint  resolution 
to  authorize  suitable  participation  by  the 
United  States  in  the  observance  of  the  two- 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
Princeton  University:  without  amendment 
(Rept.  No.  1939).  Referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  ALLEN  of  Louisiana:  Committee  on 
the  Census.  H.  R.  5857.  A  bill  to  provide  , 
for  the  collection  and  publication  of  sta-  | 
tlstlcal  information  by  the  Bureau  of  the  : 
Census;  with  amendment  (Rept.  No.  1942).  ' 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 


REPORTS  OP  COMMITTEES  ON  PRIVATE 
BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS 

Under  clause  2  of  rule  XIII,  reports  of 
committees  were  delivered  to  the  Clerk 
for  printing  and  reference  to  the  proper 
calendar,  as  follows: 

Mr.  COMBS:  Committee  on  Claims.  H.  R. 
4527.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  O.  T.  Nelson, 
and  wife,  Clara  Nelson;  with  amendment 
(Rept.  No.  1940).  Referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Whole  House. 


PUBLIC  BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS 
Under  clause  3  of  rule  XXII,  public 
bills  and  resolutions  were  introduced  and 
severally  referred  as  follows; 

By  Mr.  DOLLIVER; 

H.  R.  6147.  A  bill  to  amend  the  Nationality 
Act  of  1940;  to  the  Committee  on  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Naturalization. 

By  Mr.  BRADLEY  of  Michigan ;  ' 

H.  R.  6148.  A  bill  to  exempt  certain  vessels 
from  filing  passenger  lists;  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Merchant  Marine  and  Fisheries. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Oklahoma: 

H.R.  6149.  A  bill  to  grant  to  enlisted  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  armed  forces  certain  benefits 
in  lieu  of  accumulated  leave;  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  LANE: 

H.R.  6150.  A  bill  to  Increase  further  the 
amount  of  Federal  aid  to  State  or  Territorial 
homes  for  the  support  of  disabled  soldiers 
and  sailors  of  the  United  States;  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  MAY: 

H.R.  6151.  A  bill  to  provide  for  sundry 
matters  affecting  the  armed  forces,  and  for 
other  purposes;  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

By  Mr.  O'BRIEN  of  Michigan; 

H.  R.  6152.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  July 
6.  1945,  relating  to  the  compensation  of  pos¬ 
tal  employees,  to  provide  for  adjusting  com¬ 
pensation  of  clerks  assigned  to  terminal  rail¬ 
way  post  offices,  air  mail  field  transfer  offices, 
and  office  clerks,  and  study  allowance  time 
credits  for  certain  employees;  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Bv  Mr.  RANKIN: 

H.R.  6153.  A  bm  to  remove  the  existing 
limitation  on  the  number  of  associate  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Board  of  Veterans’  Appeals  in  the 
Veterans’  Administration:  to  the  Committee 
on  World  War  Veterans’  Legislation. 

By  Mr.  TALLE: 

H.  R.  6154.  A  bill  to  extend  the  time  within 
w'hlch  application  for  the  benefits  of  the 
Mustering-Out  Payment  Act  of  1944  may  be 
made  by  veterans  discharged  from  the  armed 
forces  before  the  effective  date  of  such  act; 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  WASIELEWSKI: 

\  H.R.  6155.  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  valua- 
u\^n  of  unlisted  stock  and  securities  for  Fed¬ 
eral  estate  tax  purposes;  to  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means. 

By  Mr.  EARTHMAN: 

H.  R.  6156.  A  bill  to  increase  the  allowance 
for  burial',  expenses,  of  deceased  veterans;  to 
the  Committee  on  World  War  Veterans’  Leg- 
•,4slation.. .  ..  . .  ... 

By  Mr.  MANASCO: 

H.R.  6157.  A  bill  to  amend  the  Surplus 
Property  Act  of  1944  with  reference  to  vet¬ 
erans’  preference,  and  for  other  purposes;  to 
the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the 
_Executive  Departments. 

By  Mr.  EARTHMAN:  . . 

H.  R.  6158.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  appro¬ 
priation  of  funds  to  assist-  the  States  and 
Territories  in  more  adequately  financing 
their  system  of  public  education,  and  in  re¬ 
ducing  the  inequalities  of  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities  through  public  elementary  and 
public  secondary  schools;  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

By  Mr.  LaFOLLETTE: 

H.  R.  6159.  A  bill  to  provide  for  independ¬ 
ent  examinations  and  Investigations  of 
Government  administrative  efficiency,  and 
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lof  other  purposes:  to  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
pendituresTn  the -Executive  Departments. 

By  Mr.  PRICE "oT  Florida: 

H.  R.  6160.  A  bill  to  extend  tS'g' benefits  of 
the  act  of  May  29,  1944,  entitled  "An  act~to 
provide  for  the  recognition  of  the  services 
of  the  civilian  officials  and  employees,  cit¬ 
izens  of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  and 
about  the  construction  of  the  Panama  Ca¬ 
nal,”  to  certain  additional  civilian  officers  and 
employees:  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mer¬ 
chant  Marine  and  Fisheries. 


bills  and  resolutions  were  introduced  and 
severally  referred  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  ALLEN  of  Louisiana: 

R.  6161.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  ^ 
guafdtatt-,gf  Samuel  Roscoe  Thompson;  a' 
minor;  to  tKe'  Cemajittee  on  Claims.' 

By  Mr.  DAUGHlSfriOf-iUrginla: 

H.  R.  6162,  A  bfli  for  the  relief  6f  Mrs^. 
Pearle  Healy  Buchanan;  to  the  Committee  on 
■■CTlflms. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  AW 'RESOLUTIONS 

Under  clause  1  of  rule  XXII.  private 


By  Mr.  SHAFER: 

H.  R.  6163.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lliida 
Edwards:  to  the  Committee  on  Immigration 
and  Naturalization. 


April  16, 1946,^ 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR: 

H,  R.  6164.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Allen  S. 
Collins:  to  th^  Committee  on  Claims. 


PETITIONS,  ETC. 

Under  clause  1  of  rule  XXII,  petitions 
and  papers  were  laid  on  the  Clerk’s  desk 
and  referred  as  follows: 

.  1810.  By  Mr.  LYNCH:  Petition  of  the 

Pollsh-Anaerican  Congress,  down-State  divi¬ 
sion,  New  York-  State,  urging  that  the  Polish 
people  have  a  governmSn-t.of,Jheir  own  choos¬ 
ing  and  an  ambassader  chosen'by-them  and 
not  at  Moscow;  to  the  Committee  on  FPi'blgn . 
Affairs. 


79th  congress  f  ¥  ^ 

H*  K.  bl57 


IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPEESENTATIVES 

April  16, 1946 

Mr.  Maxasco  introduced  the  following  bill ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Departments 


A  BILL 

To  amend  the  Surplus  Property  Aet  of >1944  with  reference  to 
veterans’  preference,  and  for  otlier  pur])oses. 

1  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is 

4  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

5  ''dispositions  to  veteeans 

6  "Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regu- 

7  lations  to  effectuate  the  objectives  of  this  Act  to  aid  veterans 

8  in  the  acquisition  of  surplus  property,  in  appropriate  (pianti- 

9  ties  and  types,  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain  their 

10  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural  enterprises. 

11  Disposals  of  surplus  property  (excei>t  real  property)  to 
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veterans  under  this  subseetion  sliall  be  given  priority  over 
all  other  disposals  of  property  provided  for  in  this  Act 
except  transfers  to  Government  agencies  under  section  12. 

“(b)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  12  of 
this  Act,  the  Administrator  may  cause  to  be  set  aside  or 
otherwise  to  be  made  available  (piantities  and  types  of  aiw 
surplus  property,  except  real  property,  wbieb  be  determines 
to  be  appropriate  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for  their 
own  personal  use,  and  to  enable  them  to  establish  and 
maintain  their  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agri¬ 
cultural  enteri)rises.  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regu¬ 
lations  designed  to  achieve  the  equitable  distril)ution  of  such 
surplus  property  among  veterans.  In  selecting  any  types 
or  quantities  of  suiqdus  propert}^  for  disposal  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection,  the  Administrator 
shall  give  due  consideration  to  the  availability  of  adequate 
facilities  for  and  the  costs  of  the  distribution  of  such  property. 
The  Administrator  shall  from  time  to  time  cause  to  be  com¬ 
piled  and  widely  publicized  information  as  to  the  types  and 
quantities  of  such  surplus  property  which  has  or  will  be¬ 
come  available  within  a  given  period  of  time  for  exclusive 
disposal  to  veterans  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
subsection. 

“(c)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  a  reasonable 
time  of  not  less  than  15  days  after  public  notice  during 
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wliicli  property  offered  to  veterans  under  this  section  shall 
be  held  for  disposal  to  them.” 

Sec.  2.  Section  12  (a)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act 
of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

‘‘(a)  It  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  Administrator  to 
facilitate  the  transfer  of  sur])lus  property  from  one  Govern¬ 
ment  agency  to  other  Government  agencies  for  their  own 
use  and  not  for  transfer  or  disposition;  and  the  transfer 
of  sur])lus  property  under  this  section  shall  be  given  priority 
over  all  other  disposals  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except  dis¬ 
posals  to  veterans  of  property  reserved  exclusively  for  vet¬ 
erans  under  subsection  (b)  of  section  16  of  this  Act.  The 
Administrator  shall  ])rescrihe  a  reasonable  time  within  which 
Government  agencies  shall  exercise  the  priority  provided 
by  this  subsection,  hut  the  time  so  fixed  shall  not  exceed 
twenty  days  from  the  time  piddle  notice  is  given  of  the 
availability  of  the  surplus  property  for  disposal  to  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies.” 

Sec.  3.  Section  12  (c)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of 
1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

(c)  The  disposal  agency  responsible  for  any  such  prop- 
ert}^  shall  transfer  it  to  the  Government  agenc_y  acquiring 
it  at  the  fair  value  of  the  property  as  fixed  b}^  the  disposal 
agency,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Administrator, 
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1  unless  transfer  without  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  is 

2  authorized  under  subsection  (d)  of  this  section.” 

3  Sec.  4.  Section  12  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944 

4  is  amended  by  adding  a  new  subsection  (d)  to  read  as 

5  follows : 

6  “(d)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  34  (a) 

7  of  this  Act,  no  Government  agency  may  transfer  any  property 

8  to  any  other  Government  agency  without  reinil)ursement  or 

9  transfer  of  funds  under  authority  of  any  law  approved  prior 

10  to  June  22,  1944.  Any  disposal  agency  may  transfer  sur- 

11  plus  property  to  a  Government  agency  without  reimburse- 

12  ment  or  transfer  of  funds  whenever  a  transfer  on  such  terms 

13  by  the  owning  agency  (by  which  such  property  was  declared 

14  surplus)  would  he  authorized  by  any  law  approved  suhse- 

15  quent  to  June  21,  1944,  to  he  made  to  the  Government 

16  agency  desiring  such  property.” 

17  Sec.  5.  Section  13  (f)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act 

18  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

19  “(f)  The  disposal  of  surplus  property  under  this  section 

20  to  States  and  political  subdivisions  and  instrumentalities 

21  thereof  shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  of 

22  property  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except  transfers  to  Gov- 

23  ernment  agencies  under  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans 

24  under  section  16  and  purchases  made  under  subsection  (e) 

25  of  section  18:  Provided,  That  the  Administrator  may  pre- 
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1  scribe  a  reasonable  time  during  which  such  priority  shall  be 

2  exercised.” 

3  Sec.  6.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e)  of  section  18 

4  thereof  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows:  ‘‘The  disposal 

5  of  surplus  property  under  this  subsection  shall  he  given 

6  priority  immediately  following  transfers  to  other  Government 
7*  agencies  under  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under 

8  section  16.  The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section  12 

9  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made  under  this  subsection.” 
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Legislative  Reports  and  Service  Section 
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5\  Reclamation . . . 2^  ^ildlife.. .  7 


IIGHLIGHTS:  Eouse  debated  price-control  o-nd  subsidies  b^l;  vote  on  bill  to  bo  taken 
today.  Both  houses  agreed  to  Conference  report  on  Pbftlippine  trade  bill;  agreed  to 
Senate  -provision  on  siigar  quotab,^  but  stated  it  in  ^rms  of  short,  rather  than  long, 
tons;  ready  for  President.  House*'*Rulcs  Co:  mitteo ^leaned  Paqc  bill  to  include  farm- 
labor  costs  iii  parity  formula.  Ho^e  conimittee  rj^orted  bill  to  broaden  veterans' 
preference  for  surplus  propert:/.  ■ ''Sc^rtc  ratifi^  protocol  extending  international 
agreements  on  sugar  production  and  inci^keting.  ^^en.  Mead  commended  USDA  a,nd  other 
cgoncics  on  action  to  .moot-  live-stock— po\^ try  jrced  needs.  *  ' 

1,  PRICE  CONTROL;  SUBSIDIES.  Continued ^ba^e  on  H.  R.  ;6o42,  the  price-control  and 
subsidies  extension  bill  (pp.  3943-5^15)  •  '\ 

/ 

Agreed  to  the  followir,g  amendments: 

By  Rep.  Wolcott,  Mich.,  to  ^ntinue  i^rice  control  until  March  3I,  I947 ,  in¬ 
stead  of  June  30,  1947/^  a  209-I89  vote  (^p.  3949-61,  4009-10) . 

By  Rep.  Wolcott,  requirliig  price  ceilings  to  yield  all  costs  plus  reasonable 
profit  on  all  items^/by  u  299“137  vote  (pp*  396i^7i»  4010—11). 

By  Rep.  Wolcott,  to  tiji^vide  foi’  the  end  of  all  subs%idies  by  Decembei  31 » 

a  245-150  vote  (yt*  3972-^,'  4011-l4) .  ^  \ 

By  Rep.  Flannagan,/Ta.  ,*  to  remove  all  subsidies  on  liv^tock  and  neat  on 

June  30;  by  ay2l4-l82  vote  (pp.  3978-80,  401^5)*  .  \  ... 

By  Rep.  Crawfon^  Mich.,  to  prohibit  OPA  from  forcing  whol^^salef s  to  absorb 
higher  cost^on  reconversion  items;  by  a  2l4-l83  vote  (pW  40p2,  4015). 

By  Rep.  Craijigford,  to  move  up  from  April  1,  1947,  ^0  January  ^^19  T,  'tRe  date 
on  Oiich'the  President  must  report  to  Congress  on  what ^ connds^ties  are  in  ■ 
such  ^ort  supply  as  to  necessitate  continuation  of  price  con>^l  beyond 

the  j^iration  date  (pp.  39^0,  401l).  .  \  2  ^  ^ 

By  Rex^'  Gossett,  Tex.,  provM'ing  that  all  price  controls  nList  be  reiWed  from 

ayCommodity  when  its  production  during  the  preceding  12  months  equ^s  the 
/olume  produced  in  the  fiscal  year  1941,  with  provisions  that  certifica¬ 
tions  that  such  is  the  case  are  to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  -^rrcul^ure 
for  all  farm' products  and  by  bhe  OPA  advisory  committees  for  most  other  ^ 
items;  by  a  228-l66  vot’e  (pp*  39^9”4002,  401l). 


\ 


-2- 


2. 


1 

Rejected  the  following  amentoentsJ  _  .  •  ' 

By.  Ren,  Wadsworth,  H.  Y.;,  to  yrohihit  price  orders,  etc.,  regarding  livestock  : 

and  its  edihle  products;  h:/  a.  172-223  vote  (pp.  39S3~S>  -iOl?)!. 

By  Ren.  Sundstrom,  N.  J. ,  to  define  "reasonable  profit"  as  that  at  least 
equal  to  generally  prevailing  nrofit  1939-19^1;  "by  a  107-12G  vote 
3986-9).  .  / 

By  Rep.  Whittington,  Miss,,  to  prohibit  all  Government  . subsidies  an^sales 
at  a  loss  after  June  30»  19^''6;  ’’Jy  a  62-172  vote  (p*  4002) ,  j> 

By  ReA  Boren, ,  Okla, ,  to  prohibit  ceilings  below  cost  per  unit  p^s  average j 
Toro^t  for  any  3“year  period  betv/een  I936  and  194-1, (p,  4003)^*' 

By  Ren.  fi^ndis,  Ind, ,  to  require  In  days  notice  to  canners  or^^rocessors  of^ 
seasonaX  farm  products  before  ceilings  are  lowered  (p» 

By  Ren,  Rob^tson,  dl.  Dak.,  to  prohibit  certain  actions  .against  .State  and.  iS 
local  enfo^ement  officials;  X';  ,an  _S4-133  vo  te  (pp.  4o^4-3)..  .  .  . 

By  Ren,  KonplenXn,  Conn,,  stating,  "We  sympathize  with  ^e  ihaer.i  can  people" ; 

by  a  52-142  vi.te  (p.  4005X . ■  ./•'  . 

By  Ren.  ChenowethX.Colo . ,  to  nlace  burden  of  proof  o^'^OPA  to  shov:  .tliat  vio¬ 
lations  are  willful  (n.  ^DOp) .  / 

By  Rep.  Andresen,  Minn.  ,  _to^  n.rphibit_  orders,  etc, ,  regarding.  e.gr.i.cn-l.tural 
commodities  without  the  yoltuit ary  approval  of  the  Secretary,  of  J^riculv*, • 

ture;  by  a  79“i43  vote  (pp,  '4006).  .  .  :  ,  ■ 

By  Ren.  Barrett,  Wyo,,  to  -prohibit  nroceedings  against  merchants  violG,ting 
orders  but  not  willfully- (np,  '-10'6S-S), 

Several  amendments  were  presented,'  discussed,  and  withdrawn, 

PHILIPPINE  TRADE.  Both  houses  agreed  to  the  conference  report  on  H,  R.  5856, 
the  Philinpine  trade  bill  (pp*  3927‘~X»  4503—9).  The  conferees  fined  the  siigar 
quota  at  952,000  short  tons,  which  is\he  same  as  the  Senate  nro vision  for 
350,000  long  tons  (House -provision  v/ag  SDr  85O  short  tons).  Tliis  bill  vrill  now 
be  sent  to  the  President,  p"'  \ 

PARil  LABOR;  PARITY  EORMIILA.  The  I^ies  Committee  reported  a  resolution  for  con- 
sidera.tion  of  H.  R.  754,  the  Bade  bill  to  inc^Xj-'i®  farm  labor  in  the  pa.rity 
formula  (p,  4009)  • 


Pifflii  BAMRIJPTCY.  Rens.  Sumners  of  Ten,,  Hobbs,  and^Michener  ■  v/ere  anuointcd  oon- 
ferees  on  H.  R.  5504,  to  continue' the  Perm  Bankrupt^  Act  (p,  4017).  Senate 
conferees  have  not  yet  been  appointed. 


5,  SURPLUS  PROPERTY.  The  Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Departments  Coi-Uiittee  re¬ 
ported  without  amendment  H.  R.  6157  (^i*  Bept,  1954)  (p.  4020).  This  bill  makes 
veterans  *  priorities  next  to  those  of  the  Poderal  Government,  provides  for  cer¬ 
tain  property  to  be  set  aside  a,nd  held  temporarily  for  disposal  to  veterans, 
provides  for  a  time  limit  of  not  over  20  days  within  which  the  Govcrni-ient  agen- 
,  cies  must  exercise  their  priorities,  and  prohibits  transfer  of  property  between 
Government  agencies  on  authority  of  eny  law  approved  before  June  22,,  1944, 


JNMK.'  • 


o,  STATISTIC^  In  reporting  H.  R,  5.857  (see  Digest  70),  the  Committee  dX^eted  Sec. 
5,  whicK  would  designate  the  Censtis  Bureau  as  the  central  agency  for  collection 
and  Cfi»^ilation  of  gene.ralr-punqos c  statistics. 


The  Agricul'tnre  Committee  reported  without  anendmenX 
a  minimum  .limit  for  each  State  under  the  Pittman— Robert- S 


WILILIEE  CONSERVATION.  . 

R.  3821,  to  provide  a  minimum  .limit  for  each  State  under  the  Pittman- Robert- 
^son  Wildl  if  e-Re  st  oration  .Act  and.  to  -transfer  t\>e  ■s.dj.iia'lstrG.tion  of  the  pro  jeets^  ^ 
to  the  States  (H,  Rout,  1943)  ,  and  K,. .R,  6097>  to  make  various  amendments  to^  '■1'^ 
the  Act,  including  a  requirement  tiiat  when  waters  are  to  be  imuovinded  or 
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128.  06011  R.  King. 

129.  A.  J.  Elliott. 

Rifthard  J.  Welch. 
William  S.  Hill.- 

A.  Leonard  Allfen. 
Chas.  R.  Robertson. 
H.  Carl  Andersen. 
James  Donftengeaux. 

136.  Frank  C^lst(n. 

137.  Frank  BJl  HoOk;. 

B.  W.  Kearneyl.. 

D.  K.  Hoch. 

W.  A.  Barrett.  N 
Walter  H.  Judd.  \ 
I/)Uis  Ludlow.  ^ 

143..  Albert  Gore. 

144f’  Albert  M.  Cole. 

Henry  M.  Jackson. 
Walter  E.  Brehm. 
Alvin  F.  Weichel. 
John  Phillips. 

T.  Millet  Hand. 
Charles  A.  Plumley. 
William  J.  Green,  Jr. 
A.  M.  Fernandez. 

Paul  Brown. 

Everett  M.  Dlrksen. 
Aug.  H.  Andresen. 

156.  Walter  B.  Huber. 

157.  Ed.  V.  Izac. 

Leo  F.  Rayfiel. 

W.  D.  Mills. 

Jennings  Randolph. 
Karl  E.  Mundt. 
George  G.  Sadowski. 
Edward  O.  McCowen. 
George  H.  Fallon. 
Eugene  J.  Keogh. 
Donald  L.  O’Toole. 

167.  John  H.  Tolan. 

168.  Richard  F.  Harless. 

169.  Thomas  A.  Jenkins. 

170.  Alvin  E.  O’Konski. 

171.  J.  P.  Richards. 

172.  James  J.  Delaney. 

173.  Peter  A.  Quinn. 

174.  Gerald  W.  Landis. 

175.  Ben  F.  Jensen. 

176.  Noble  J.  Johnson. 

177.  P.  W.  Griffiths. 


130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134. 

135. 


138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 


1^. 

T47. 

148. 

149. 

150. 

151. 

152. 

153. 

154. 

155. 


158. 

159. 

160. 
161. 
162. 

163. 

164. 

165. 

166. 


178.  Henry  C.  Dworshak. 

179.  Howard  E.  Campbell. 

180.  Sherman  AdamSi' 

181.  Edw.  A.  Kelley./ 

182.  Walt.  A.  Lynfeh 

183.  Earl  R.  Lewis. 

184.  Sid  Simpsofi. 

185.  Max  Sch]yabe; 

186.  Earl  WUson. 

187.  J.  Lindsay  Almond,  Jr. 

188.  Wm.  W.  Blackney. 

189.  Lawrence  H.  Smith. 

190.  Augustine  D.  Kelley. 

191.  George  H.  Bender. 

192.  Clair  Engle. 

193.  Fadjo  Cravens. 

194.  C.  W.  Bishop. 

195.  Frank  W.  Boykin. 

196.  Oren  Harris. 

197.  William  J.  Byrne. 

198.  A.  Sidney  Camp. 

199.  Louis  C.  Rabaut. 

200.  Earle  C.  Clements. 

201.  Edward  J.  Gardner. 

202.  Walt  Horan. 

203.  John  M.  Coffee. 

204.  Chester  E.  Merrow. 

205.  James  A.  Roe. 

206.  Ralph  H.  Daughton. 

207.  John  W.  Flannagan.  Jr. 

208.  Edwin  Arthur  Hall. 

209.  Stephen  Pace. 

210.  Ivor  D.  Fenton. 

211.  Alexander  J.  Resa. 

212.  George  W.  Gillie. 

213.  John  S.  Wood. 

214.  Joseph  Clark  Baldwin. 

215.  J.  Glenn  Beall. 

216.  Michael  J.  Bradley. 

217.  Roy  O.  Woodruff. 

218.  Evan  Howell. 

This  motion  was  entered  upon  the 
Journal,  entered  in  the  Congressional 
Record  with  signatures  thereto,  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Calendar  of  Motions  to  Dis¬ 
charge  Committees,  April  17,  1946. 


COMMITTEE  HEARINGS 
Committee  on  Flood  Control 
(Thursday,  April  18,  1946) 

9.  Thursday,  April  18.  Lt.  Gen.  R.  A. 
Wheeler,  Chief  of  Engineers,  and  other 
'.representatives  of  the  Corps  of  Engi- 
tjeers,  and  proponents  and  opponents  of 
Rejects  in  other  regions. 

J!<|.  Friday,  April  19.  Senators  and 
Reph^sentatives  in  Congress,  and  De- 
partm'ent  of  Agriculture,  Weather  Bu¬ 
reau,  and  other  Government  agencies. 

CoMiwhjTEE  ON  Rivers  and  Harbors 

C 

Revised  schedule  of  hearings  on  the 
omnibus  riveife  and  harbor  authorization 
bill  to  start  Tuesday,  April  9,  1946,  at 
10:  30  a.  m.,  is  aS  follows: 

(Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  1  and  2) 

Tombigbee-Tenne^ee  Rivers. 

(Friday,  May  3) 

Held  open  for  descriptjon  of  projects 
favorably  recommended  b'jr.  the  Board  of 
Engineers  for  Rivers  and  Harbors  dur¬ 
ing  its  April  meeting. 

(Monday  and  Tuesday,  May  6  and  7) 

Big  Sandy  River,  Tug  and  Levisa 
Forks,  Va.,  W.  Va.,  and  Ky. 

(Wednesday  and  Thursday,  May  8  and-  9) 

Arkansas  River,  Ark.,  and  Okla. 
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VpXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS,  ETC. 

Under  clause  2  of  rule  XXIV,  executive 
comiAunications  were  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table  and  referred  as  follows: 

1216.  A  letter  from  the  Acting  Chairman, 
United  States  Maritime  Commission,  trans¬ 
mitting  repdrt  of  contracts  entered  into  or 
modified  under  authority  of  Public  Law  46, 
Seventy-seventh  Congress,  for  the  period  be¬ 
ginning  January  1,  1946,  and  ending  March 
31,  1946;  to  the  Committee  on  the  Merchant 
Marine  and  Pisherie#.^ 

1217.  A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  Gen¬ 
eral.  transmitting  a  draf.t  of  a  proposed  bill 
for  the  relief  of  certain  postal  employees;  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

1218.  A  letter  from  the  Archivist  of  the 
United  States,  transmitting  Report  on  rec¬ 
ords  proposed  for  disposal  by  various  Gov¬ 
ernment  agencies;  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Disposition  of  Executive  Papers. 

1219.  A  letter  from  the  Attorney  General, 
transmitting  a  report  reciting  the  facts  and 
pertinent  provisions  of  law  in  the  cases  of 
117  individuals  whose  deportation  has  been 
suspended  for  more  than  6  months  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Immigration  and  Nat¬ 
uralization  Service  under  the  authority 
vested  in  the  Attorney  General,  together  with 
a  "statement  of  the  reason  for  such  suspen¬ 
sion;  to  the  Committee  on  Immigration  and 
Naturalization. 


\ 


REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES  ON  PUBLIC 
BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS 

Under  clause  2  of  rule  XIII,  reports  of 
committees  were  delivered  to  the  Clerk 
for  printing  and  reference  to  the  proper 
calendar,  as  follows: 

Mr.  FLANNAGAN:  Committee  on  Agricul¬ 
ture.  H.  R.  3821.  A  bill  to  amend  sections 
4  and  8  of  the  act  of  September  2,  1937,  as 
amended,  withou^  amendment  (Rept.  No. 
1943).  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FLANNAGAN :  Committee  on  Agricul¬ 
ture.  H.  R.  6097.  A  bill  to  amend  the. act 
of  March  10,  1934,  entitled  "An  act  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  conservation  of  wildlife,  fish,  and 
game,  and  for  other  purposes’’;  without 
amendment  (Rept.  No.  1944).  Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ROE  of  Maryland:  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  H.  R.  5820.  A 
bill  relating  to  mail  service  on  Lake  Winne- 
pesaukee,  N.  H.;  without  amendment  (Rept. 
No.  1945) .  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT:  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Disposition  of  Executive  Papers.  House  Re¬ 
port  No.  1953.  Report  on  the  disposition  of 
certain  papers  of  sundry  executive  depart- 
.ments,.  Ordered  to  be  {Hrinted _ ~  . . — 

Mr.  MANASCO:  Committee  on  Expendi¬ 
tures  in  the  Executive  Departments.  H.  R. 
6157.  A  bill  to  apjend  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944  with  reference  to  veterans’  pref¬ 
erence,  and  for  other  purposes;  without 
amendment  (Rept.  No.  1954).  Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  COX:  domimt/e’e  on  Rule^.  llouse 
Resolution  602.  Resolution  providing  for  the 
consideration  of  H.'  R.  754,  a  bill  to  amend 
section  301  (a)  ^-1)  of  the  Agricultural  Ad¬ 
justment  Act  of  1938,  as  amended,  and  the 
first  sentence  pf  paragraph  (1)  of  section  2  of 
the  Agrlcultfifal  Adjustment  Act  of  1933,  as 
amended,  and  as  reenacted  and  amended  by 
the  Agricultural  Marketing  Agreement  Act 
of  1937,  approved  June  3,  1937,  as  amended, 
eo  as  to  Include  the  cost  of  all  farm  labor  in 
determining  the  parity  price  of  agricultural 
commodities;  without  amendment  (Rept.  No. 
1956).  Referred  to  the  House  Calendar.  ' 


REPORTS  OP  COMMITTEES  ON  PRIVATE 
BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS 

Under  clause  2  of  rule  XIII,  reports  of 
committees  were  delivered  to  the  Clerk 
for  printing  and  reference  to  the  proper 
calendar,  as  follows: 

Mr.  PITTENGER;  Committee  on  Claims. 
H.  R.  4142.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Johnnie  V. 
Nations;  with  aniendment  (Rept.  No.  1946). 
Referred  to  tire  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House. 

Mr.  FERNANDEZ:  Committee  on  Claims. 
H.  R.  4172.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Carlton 

G.  Jerry;  without  amendment  v(Rept.  No. 
1947).  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House. 

Mr.  McGEHEE:  Committee  on  Claims. 

H.  R.  4298.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Severo 
Apoluna  Dinson  and  Candilaria  Dlnson.  and 
the  legal  guardian  of  Lura  Dinson  and  the 
legal  guardian  of  Teresita  Dinson;  with 
amendment  (Repti  No.  1948).  Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  STIGLER:  Committee  on  Claims. 
H.  R.  4301.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip 
Naope  Kaill  -and  Susie  Kaili;  with  amend¬ 
ment  (Rept.  No.  1949).  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

'■v  Mr.  HEDRICK;  Committee  on  Claims, 
ft,  R.  4338.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Airna 
BlVichard  and  others;  with  amendment 
(Reltt.  No.  1950).  Referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  OT^the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  RITTENGER:  Committee  on  Claims. 
H.  R.  47d^.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  R.  L.  Ben¬ 
ton;  withXpiendment  (Rept.  No.  1951).  Re¬ 
ferred  to  thfcCommittee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  BARReVT  of  Pennsylvania;  Committee 
on  Claims.  H.’SR.  5152.  A  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Elizabeth  Powers;  with  amendment 
(Rept.  No.  1952) .  "Referred  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Whole  H^use. 


PUBLIC  BILLS  ANb  RESOLUTIONS 

Under  clause  3  of  rWe  XXH,  public 
bills  and  resolutions  \^'e  introduced 
and  severally  referred  as  nJjlows: 

By  Mr.  HOLMES  of  Was^gton; 

H.  R.  6165.  A  bill  to  provide  forithe  prepa¬ 
ration  of  a  membership  roll  of  the  Indians  of 
the  Yakima  Reservation,  Wash.,  and^r  other 
purposes;  to  the  Committee  on  Indh^i  Af¬ 
fairs.  \ 

•  By  Mr.  ROE  of  Maryland:  \ 

H.  R.  6166.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Chief  hf 
Engineers  to  make  a  survey  as  to  the  advisa-. 
bility  of  dredging  out  Little  Creek,  Kent 
Island,  Queen  Annes  County,  Md.;  to  the 
Committee  on  Rivers  and  Harbors. 

H.  R.  6167.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  Chief  of 
Engineers  to  make  a  survey  as  to  the  advisa¬ 
bility  of  establishing  Jetties  at  Tedious  Creek, 
Dorchester  County,  Md.;  to  the  Committee 
on  Rivers  and  Harbors. 

By  Mr.  SMITH  of  Virginia  (by  request) : 

H.  R.  6168.  A  bill  to  authorize  certain  ex¬ 
penditures  from  the  appropriation  of  St. 
Elizabeths  Hospital;  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

H.  R.  6169.  A  bill  to  authorize  the  use  of 
Freedmen’s  Hospital  appropriations  for  cer¬ 
tain  expenditures;  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  RANDOLPH: 

H.  R.  6170.  A  bill  to  amend  the  •  Veterans’ 
Preference  Act  of  1944;  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Civil  Service. 

By  Mr.  BARTLETT: 

H.  R.  6171.  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  June" 
29,  1936,  to  provide  Increased  retirement  ben¬ 
efits  for  certain  employees  of  the  Alaska 
Railroad;  to  the  Committee  on  the  Civil 
Service. 

H.  R.  6172.  A  bill  to  amend  section  35  of 
the  Mineral  Leasing  Act  of  February  25,  1920 
(41  Stat.  437,  30  U.  S.  C.  sec.  191),  as  amend¬ 
ed;  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 


By  Mr.  RANKIN; 

H.  R.  6173.  A  bill  to  amend  certain  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  National  Service  Life  Insurance 
Act  of  1940,  as  amended,  and  for  other  pur¬ 
poses;  to  the  Committee  on  World  War  Vet¬ 
erans’  legislation.  , ' 

By  Mr.  LEMKE: 

H.  R.  6174.  A  bill  to  provide  assjl^nment  of 
a  section  of  the  50-megacycle  bahd  of  radio 
frequencies  for  frequency  moduiation  (FM); 
to  the  Committee  on  Interstate  and  Foreign 
Commerce. 

By  Mr.  LANE: 

H.R.  6175.  A  bill  to  credit  to  active  and 
retired  officers  of  the  Medical  Departrrient  of 
the  Army  all  service  performed  as  Interns  in 
Army  hospitals  on  a  civilian  employee  status; 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  * 

By  Mr.  PACE: 

H.  R.  6176. ,  A  bill  to  amend  further  the 
Civil  Service  Retirement  Act,  approved  May 
29,  1930,  as  amended:  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Civil  Service. 

By  Mr.  PHILLIPS: 

H.  R.  6177.  A  bill  granting  to  the  Imperial 
Irrigation  District  certain  lands  of  the 
United  States  in  the  counties  of  Imperial, 
Riverside,  and  San  Diego,  in  the  State  of 
California:  to  the  Committee  on  Irrigation 
and  Reclamation. 

By  Mrs.  ROGERS: 

H.  R.  6178.  A  bill  to  provide  for  the  cover¬ 
age  of  barbiturates  under  the  Federal  nar¬ 
cotic  laws;  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means. 

By  Mr.  SIKES: 

H.  R.  6179.  A  bill  to  provide  for  terminal- 
leave  pay  for  enlisted  service  in  the  armed 
forces,  and  for  other  purposes;  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee 'on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  BROOKS; 

H.  R.  6193.  A  bill  to  provide  for  terminal- 
leave  pay  for  enlisted  service  in  the  armed 
forces,  and  for  other  purposes:  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  CANNON  of  Missouri: 

H.  J.  Res.  342.  House  Joint  resolution  mak¬ 
ing  additional  appropriations  for  the  fiscal 
year  1946  to  pay  increased  compensation,  au¬ 
thorized  by  law  to  officers  and  employees  of 
sundry  Federal  and  other  agencies;  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

By  Mr.  PATTERSON; 

H.  Con.  Res.  144.  Concurrent  resolution  on 
restatement  of  civilian  and  military  au¬ 
thority;  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS 

\  Under  clause  1  of  rule  XXII,  private 
■'bills  and  resolutions  were  introduced  and 
"sft^erally  referred  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  BUCKLEY: 

H.'^.  6180.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Sun 
Laundry  Corp.;  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
Byv^.  BARRETT  of  Pennsylvania: 

H.R.  6181.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lillian 
Jamgochiai\and  John  Jamgochlan;  to  the 
Committee  o\  Claims. 

By  Mr.  GATHINGS: 

H,  R.  6182.  A  bljl  for  the  relief  of  J.  W.  Cox, 
M.  D.;  to  the  Con^ittee  on  Claims. 

H.  R.  6183.  A  billNpr  the  relief  of  W, 

Cox;  to  the  Committ^on  Claims. 

H.  R.  6184,  A  bill  for\the  relief  of  G. 

-■  Cox;  to  the  Committee  o^ Claims. 

H,  R.  6185.  A  bill  for  thW  relief  of  F. 

Cox;  to  the  Cqmmittee  on  eU^aims. 

H.  R.  6186.  A  bill  for  the  iWief  of 
Cox;  to  the  Committee  on 
By  Mr  HINSHAW: 

H.R.  6187.  A  bill  for  the  relief  Edward 
L.  Barreras;  to  the  Committee  on  ' 

By  Mr.  LEMKE; 

H.  R.  6188.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fraikk  J. 
Patzke,  Archie  Mitchell,  J.  L.  ShoemaMr, 
Einar  Engen,  and  N.  L.  Gifford;  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Claims.  -  ^ 


W. 
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VETERANS’  PREFERENCE  FOR  SI^RPLUS  PROPERTY 


April  17,  1946. — Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State 
of  the  Union  and  ordered  to  be  printed 


Mr.  Manasco,  from  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  tlic  Executive 
Departments,  submitted  the  following 

REPORT 

[To  accompany  H.  R.  6157] 

The  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Executive  Departments,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  ,(H.  R.  6157)  to  amend  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  with  reference  to  veterans’  preference,  and  for  other 
purposes,  having  considered  the  same,  report  favorably  thereon  with¬ 
out  amendment  and  recommend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 

The  primary  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  amend  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944  in  such  a  way  as  to  improve  the  position  of  veterans  in 
purchasing  surplus  property . 

The  committee  held  several  weeks  of  hearings  on  various  bills  to 
give  veterans  a  higher  priority  in  the  acquisition  of  surplus  property. 
We  heard  representatives  of  the  various  ovming  agencies,  and  also 
representatives  of  the  War  Assets  Administration.  We  found  that 
under  the  system  of  veterans  having  to  be  certified  by  the  Smaller 
War  Plants  Corporation,  that  over  570,000  veterans  were  certified 
and  given  preference  in  the  purchase  of  automotive  equipment  if  and 
when  made  available  to  the  veterans.  The  most  optimistic  estimate 
of  further  declaration  of  surplus  automotive  equipment  is  less  than 
50,000  vehicles,  including  passenger  cars,  jeeps,  trucks,  etc.  Veterans, 
today,  would  purchase  over  3,000,000  passenger  automobiles  and 
trucks  if  available. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  will  not  mean  that  all  veterans  can  get  what 
they  want.  Where  one  veteran  gets  a  passenger  automobile,  there 
will  be  thousands  who  cannot  get  one  for  the  simple  reason  that  there 
just  won’t  be  enough  surplus  vehicles. 

WT  do  not  think  it  practicable  or  possible  to  set  up  a  system  of 
priorities  as  among  veterans  themselves.  The  War  Assets  Adminis¬ 
tration  cannot  meet  all  the  demands.  Members  of  Congress  will  still 
receive  a  great  amount  of  criticism  from  disappointed  veterans  who 
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VETERANS’  PREFERENCE  FOR  SURPLUS  PROPERTY 


may  tliiiik  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  assure  all  of  them  au  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  acquire  the  surplus  property  they  desire.  Vv  e  are  attempting 
to  see  that  the  surplus  property  desired  by  the  veterans  falls  into  the 
hands  of  the  veterans,  although  the  number  to  receive  surplus  propeity 
will  be  small  compared  with  the  large  number  of  ex-servicemen.  In 
all  probability,  unscrupulous  persons  and  organizations  will  use  the 
veterans  as  fronts  to  acquire  surplus  property.  They  are  subject  to 

heavy  penalties  under  existing  laws.  .  n  i 

The  committee  feels  that  it  is  most  important  to  sell  the  sin  plus 
property  at  the  earliest  possible  date.  T^heie  is  a  gicat  demand  foi 
many  tvpes  of  surplus  property  not  now  available  to  the  (onsuming 
pubfic.  ^  If  the  majority  of  the  property  can  be  disposed  of  within 
the  next  8  or  10  months,  it  will  nat  affect  civilian  production,  and  will 
not  have  the  effect  of  depressing  .markets  of  our  civilian  producers 
thereby  causing  shut-downs  and  une.mployment.  Rapid  sales  of 
cohsutner  goods  will  have  great  bearing  on  h.olding  dowm  inflationary 
trends.  Rapid  sales  wdll  also  reduce  to  the  .minnnum  administrative 
costs  of  care,  handling,  warehousing,  and  distribution  of  surplus  prop-  | 
ertv,  and  result  in  a  far  greater  recovery  for  the  taxpayers. 

Tlie  bill  improves  the  position  of  veterans  in  the  following  three 

The  Administrator  is  authorized  to  set  aside  or  otherwise  make 
available  such  quantities  and  types  of  surplus  property  as  he  may 
determine  appropriate  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for  their  own 
personal  use  and  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain  then  own 
small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural  enterprise.  This  set-aside 
is  made  w'itliout  regard  to  any  other  priority  otherwise  provided  foi 
in  the  Surplus  Property  Act.  ,  *i  ■  • 

This  provision  is  not  designed  to  require  the  Administrator  to  set 
up  retail  outlets  for  all  of  the  various  types  of  surplus  property  that 
jjiay  be  desired  by  veterans  for  their  personal  use  or  business.  Wlieic, 
however,  a  type  of  property  lends  itself  to  economical  disposal  to 
individual  veterans  and  is  a  type  particularly  desired  by  veterans, 
the  Administrator  in  his  sole  discretion  may  order  a  set-aside  of  as 
much  of  this  property  as  he  determines  to  be  appropriate  for  exclusive 
disposal  to  veterans.  Certain  types  of  motor  vehicles,  for  instance, 
may  wmll  be  subject  to  a  set-aside.  However,  the  Administrator 
must  not  be  forced  to  put  the  disposal  agencies  into  the  haberdashery 
business  and  this  is  not  intended  by  the  bill. 

Alotor  vehicles  are  not  mentioned  at  random;  this  type  of  equipment 
constitutes  a  very  substantial  portion  of  the  veterans  inquests  and 
is  a  type  of  property  that  lends  itself  to  individual  purchases.  Tliis 
provision  should  materially  aid  veterans  to  ac^quire  what  they  w'ant. 

(2)  Another  important  aspect  of  this  amendment  is  to  raise  the 
general  position  of  veterans  to  acquire  surjilus  property  for  their  own 
small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural  enterprises.  The  Surplus 
Property  Act  directs  the  Administrator  to  establish  suitable  pref¬ 
erences  for  this  purpose.  The  existing  law  gromts  priorities,  first,  to 
Government  agencies;  and,  second,  to  States  and  jiolitical  subdivisions 
and  instrumentalities.  Veterans  cannot  be  served  until  the  require¬ 
ments  of  these  agencies  have  been  satisfied.  The  amendment  trans¬ 
forms  this  vague  preference  contained  in  the.  present  act  into  a  manda¬ 
tory  priority  and  places  it  directly  after  the  priority  to  Government 
agencies.  This  should  make  much  more  surplus  property  available 
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to  veterans  to  aid  them  in  earning  a  livelihood.  It  cannot,  of  course, 
satisfy  completely  the  requirements  of  veterans  when  the  demand  far 
exceeds  the  supply,  particularly  in  the  case  of  short  or  critical  items. 
Your  committee  understands  that  the  War  Assets  Administratiou  is 
striving  to  process  critical  items  first,  but  even  with  the  vast  quantities 
of  property  recently  declared  surplus,  the  inventories  just  do  not 
contain  items  in  the  type  or  quantity  sufficient  to  meet  the  desires  of 
veterans. 

(3)  One  of  the  most  discouraging  situations  confronting  the  veterans 
is  to  he  afforded  an  opportunity  to  purchase  surplus  property,  only 
to  find  that  prior  claimants  have  exhausted  the  available  supply. 
The  set-aside  and  the  raising  of  the  veterans’  general  priority  position 
will  tend  to  alleviate  this  condition.  The  veterans’  position  is  also 
improved  by  the  amendment  to  18  (e)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act. 
Under  the  latter  section  of  existing  law  the  Smaller  War  Plants 
Corporation  (now  Reconstruction  Finance  Corporation)  is  authorized 
to  exercise  the  priority  accorded  Governm.ent  agencies  in  purchasing 
surphis  pi-operty  for  resale  to  small  business.  Although  such  pur¬ 
chases  are  to  be  made  only — 

when  in  its  judgment,  such  disposition  is  required  to  preserve  and  strengthen  the 
competitive  position  of  small  business  or  will  assist  the  Corporation  in  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  duties  and  responsibilities  imposed  upon  it — 

the.se  purchases  have,  in  the  past,  resulted  in  substantially  reducing 
the  supply  of  surplus  property  otherwise  available  to  veterans.  The 
amendment  does  not  affect  the  authority  to  make  purchases  under 
section  18  (e)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act,  but  it  does  make  it  clear 
that  they  shall  be  made  after  the  general  priority  for  veterans  but 
ahead  of  the  priority  for  States,  jiolitical  subdivisions,  and  instrument¬ 
alities.  In  other  words,  the  veteran  should  be  helped  first  to  establish 
and  maintain  his  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural 
enterprise. 

It  has  come  to  the  attention  of  your  committee  at  hearings  that 
large  quantities  of  surplus  property  have  been  e.xchanged  between 
Government  agencies  wdthout  regard  to  apiiropi’iations.  Section  34 
(a)  of  the  Suiqilus  Property  Act  states  that — 

the  authority  conferred  by  this  Act  is  in  addition  to  any  authority  conferred  by 
any  other  law  and  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  iirovisions  of  any  law  inconsistent 
herewith. 

It  has  been  contended  tliat  laws  allowung  transfers  without  reim¬ 
bursement  or  transfers  of  funds  are  not  inconsistent  with  the  Surplus 
Property  Act  because  section  12  (c)  of  the  act  requires  disposal  agen¬ 
cies  to  transfer  surplus  property  to  a  Government  agency  acquiring  it 
at  the  fair  value  of  the  property  as  fixed  by  the  disposal  agency 
“unless  transfer  without  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  is  other¬ 
wise  authorized  by  lawb”  This  interpretation  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  allows  Government  agencies  to  comb  the  books  and  utilize  what¬ 
ever  obscure  law  may  serve  then  purpose  of  making  acquisitions  with¬ 
out  paying  for  them.  Your  committee  feels  that  the  Congress  should 
take  stock  and  review  to  what  extent  these  transfers  without  reim¬ 
bursement  should  be  allowed. 

Accordingly  the  bill  provides  that  no  Government  agency  may 
transfer  any  property  to  any  other  Government  agency  without  re¬ 
imbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  under  authority  of  any  law  approved 
prior  to  June  22,  1944,  but  only  under  law's  approved  thereafter. 
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The  (late  June  22,  1944,  Avas  chosen  to  allow  transfers  by  the  War  and 
Navy  Departments  of  liospitals  and  hospital  equipment  and  supplies 
to  the  Veterans’  Administration  without  reimbursement  as  provided 
in  the  Servicemen’s  Readjustment  Act  of  1944  which  was  approved 
on  that  date.  But  indiscriminate  transfers  Avithout  reimbursement 
betAveen  other  as:encies,  including  those  between  the  War  and  NaA^y 
Departments,  Avill  he  stopped  by  this  bill. 

To  improA^e  the  veterans’  position  in  acquiring  surplus  property 
and  to  accomplish  the  other  purposes  set  forth  in  this  report,  your 
committee  recommends  passage  of  H.  R.  6157. 

EXPLANATION  OF  COMMITTEE  AMENDMENT 

Section  1  of  H.  R.  6157  amends  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  by  requiring  the  Administrator  to  prescribe  regulations  to  aid 
veterans  in  the  acquisition  of  surplus  property  to  enable  them  to 
establish  and  maintain  their  own  small  business,  professional,  or 
agricultural  enterprises.  These  disposals  are,  in  subsection  16  (a), 
given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  except  transfers  to  Government 
agencies  under  section  12.  This  is  the  general  priority  for  veterans.. 

Section  1  of  the  bill  also  adds  a  subsection  16  (b)  to  the  Surplus 
Property  Act.  This  subsection  provides  the  Administrator  with  the 
authority  to  establish  set-asides  of  types  and  quantities  of  surplus 
property  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  Avithout  regard  to  any 
priorities.  This  subsection  requires  the  Administrator  to  give  due 
consideration  to  the  aA^ailability  of  adequate  facilities  to  make  these 
disposals  and  to  the  costs  of  distribution.  Information  as  to  the 
quantities  and  types  of  property  available  is  required  to  be  Avidely 
publicized. 

A  subsection  16  (c)  is  also  added  to  the  Surplus  Property  Act  by 
section  1  of  the  bill  A\diich  requires  a  period  of  at  least  15  days  after 
public  notice  during  which  property  offered  to  veterans,  either  under 
the  set-aside  or  through  the  general  priority,  shall  be  held  for  disposal 
to  them. 

Section  2  of  the  bill  amends  section  12  (a)  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  by  making  it  clear  that  the  governmental  priority  is  subordinated 
to  set-asides  for  veterans.  It  limits  the  governmental  priority  to 
those  agencies  which  acquire  property  for  their  own  use  and  excludes 
acquisitions  by  Government  agencies  for  the  purpose  of  making  trans¬ 
fers  or  dispositions  to  others.  Purchases  for  resale  to  small  business 
under  section  18  (e)  arc  not  excluded  by  this  provision,  however, 
because  specific  authority  to  make  these  purchases  still  remains. 
Government  agencies  are,  hoAvever,  required  to  act  diligently  in  order 
to  expedite  disposals;  to  this  end  the  subsection  allows  the  Adminis¬ 
trator  to  set  a  reasonable  time,  not  exceeding  20  days  from  public 
notice,  Avithin  Avhich  gov'crnmental  priorities  must  be  exercised. 

Section  3  of  the  bill  amends  section  12  (c)  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  by  limiting  transfers  between  Government  agencies  without 
reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  to  cases  authorized  by  subsection 
12  (d). 

Section  4  of  the  bill  adds  subsection  12  (d)  to  the  Surplus  Property 
Act.  This  subsection  limits  the  authority  of  Government  agencies 
under  any  law  approved  prior  to  June  22,  1944,  to  transfer  any  prop¬ 
erty  without  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds.  Such  transfers  of 
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property  under  laws  approved  subsequent  to  that  date,  however,  are 
authorized. 

Section  5  of  the  bill  amends  subsection  13  (f)  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  to  establish  the  position  of  the  priority  to  States  and  political 
subdivisions  and  instrumentalities  to  be  subsequent  to  those  provided 
for  Government  agencies,  veterans  and  purchases  for  small  business 
mider  section  18  (e)  of  the  act. 

Section  6  of  the  bill  establishes  the  priority  position  of  purchases 
under  section  18  (e)  of  the  act  as  coming  after  the  general  ijriorities 
to  veterans. 
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Union  Calendar  No.  567 

6157 

[Report  No.  1954] 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  EEPRESENTATIVES 

April  16, 1946 

Mr.  Manasco  introduced  the  following  bill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Expenditures  m  the  Executive  Departments 

April  17, 1946 

Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  State  of  the  Union 

and  ordered  to  be  printed 

A  BILL 

To  amend  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  with  reference  to 
veterans’  preference,  and  for  other  purposes. 

p  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 

2  tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled, 

3  That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is 

4  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

5  ‘'dispositions  to  veterans 

6  “Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regu- 

7  lations  to  effectuate  the  objectives  of  this  Act  to  aid  veterans 

8  in  the  acquisition  of  surplus  property,  in  appropriate  quanti- 

9  ties  and  types,  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain  their 
10  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultiu'al  enterprises. 
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Disposals  of  surplus  property  (except  real  property)  to 
veterans  under  this  suhsection  shall  be  given  priority  over 
all  other  disposals  of  property  provided  for  in  this  Act 
except  transfers  to  Government  agencies  under  section  12. 

“(b)  hTotwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  12  of 
this  Act,  the  Administrator  may  cause  to  he  set  aside  or 
otherwise  to  he  made  available  quantities  and  types  of  any 
surplus  property,  except  real  property,  which  he  determines 
to  he  appropriate  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for  their 
own  personal  use,  and  to  enable  them  to  establish  and 
maintain  their  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agri¬ 
cultural  enterprises.  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regu¬ 
lations  designed  to  achieve  the  equitable  distribution  of  such 

I 

surplus  property  among  veterans.  In  selecting  any  types 
or  quantities  of  surplus  property  for  disposal  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection,  the  Administrator 
shall  give  due  consideration  to  the  availability  of  adequate 
facilities  for  and  the  costs  of  the  distribution  of  such  property. 
The  Administrator  shall  from  time  to  time  cause  to  he  com¬ 
piled  and  widely  publicized  information  as  to  the  types  and 
quantities  of  such  surplus  property  which  has  or  will  be¬ 
come  available  within  a  given  period  of  time  for  exclusive 
disposal  to  veterans  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
subsection. 

“(c)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  a  reasonable 
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1  time  of  not  less  than  15  days  after  pnhlic  notice  during 

2  which  property  offered  to  veterans  under  this  section  shall 

3  he  held  for  disposal  to  them.” 

4  Sec.  2.  Section  12  (a)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act 

5  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

6  (a)  It  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  Administrator  to 

7  facihtate  the  transfer  of  surplus  property  from  one  Govern- 

8  ment  agency  to  other  Government  agencies  for  their  own 

9  use  and  not  for  transfer  or  disposition;  and  the  transfer 
10  of  surplus  property  under  this  section  shall  be  given  priority 
11-  over  all  other  disposals  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except  dis- 

12  posals  to  veterans  of  property  reserved  exclusively  for  vet- 

13  erans  under  subsection  (b)  of  section  16  of  this  Act.  The 

14  Administrator  shall  prescribe  a  reasonable  time  within  which 

15  Government  agencies  shall  exercise  the  priority  provided 

16  by  this  subsection,  hut  the  time  so  fixed  shall  not  exceed 

17  twenty  days  from  the  time  public  notice  is  given  of  the 

18  availahihty  of  the  surplus  property  for  disposal  to  Govern- 

19  ment  agencies.” 

20  Sec.  3.  Section  12  (c)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of 

21  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

22  “(c)  The  disposal  agency  responsible  for  any  such  prop- 

23  erty  shall  transfer  it  to  the  Government  agency  acquiring 

24  it  at  the  fair  value  of  the  property  as  fixed  by  the  disposal 

25  agency,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Administrator, 
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unless  transfer  without  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  is 
authorized  under  subsection  (d)  of  this  section/’ 

Sec.  4.  Section  12  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944 
is  amended  Iw  adding  a  new  subsection  (d)  to  read  as 
follows : 

‘‘(d)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  34  (a) 
of  this  Act,  no  Governm'ent  agency  may  transfer  any  property 
to  any  other  Government  agency  without  reimbursement  or 
transfer  of  funds  under  authority  of  any  law  approved  prior 
to  June  22,  1944.  Any  disposal  agency  may  transfer  sur¬ 
plus  property  to  a  Government  agenc}^  without  reimburse¬ 
ment  or  transfer  of  funds  whenever  a  transfer  on  such  terms 
by  the  owning  agency  (by  which  such  property  was  declared 
surplus)  would  be  authorized  by  any  law  approved  subse¬ 
quent  to  June  21,  1944,  to  be  made  to  the  Government 
agency  desiring  such  property.” 

Sec.  5.  Section  13  (f)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act 
of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

“  (f)  The  disposal  of  surplus  property  under  this  section 
to  States  and  political  subdivisions  and  instrumentalities 
thereof  shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  of 
property  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except  transfers  to  Gov-- 
ernment  agencies  under  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans 
under  section  16  and  purchases  made  under  subsection  (e) 
of  section  18:  Provided,  That  the  Administrator  may  pre- 
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scribe  a  reasonable  time  during  which  such  priority  shall  be 
exercised.” 

Sec.  6.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e)  of  section  18 
thereof  is  hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows:  ‘‘The  disposal 
of  surplus  property  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given 
priority  immediately  following  transfers  to  other  Government 
agencies  under  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under 
section  16.  The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section  12 
shall  he  applicable  to  purchases  made  under  this  subsection.” 
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HIGHLIGHTS:  House  passed  j^rice-control  hill.  Both  Houses  p9,4sed  appropriation  for 
Federal  pay  costs;  ready  for  President,  House  agreed  to  conference  report  on  Phil- 
('^ppine  trade  hill;  ready  for  President,  House. passed  hill  to  nake :  veterans*  prefer¬ 
ence  for  surplus  property -next  to  Federal  Governnent '  s,,  ' Rep.Voorhis  spoke  against 
grain  for  alcohol.  Rep.  LaFolJ^ettc  sj:oke  in  favor  of  -farn  cooperatives’  clains  for 
continental- shelf  oil  and  insef^ed  statenente  from  hig  4  farn  organiiza.tions.  Senate 
received  appropriation  estimate  hf  $^100, 000  for  fc^-wage  stahilizakion.  Sen.  Fer¬ 
guson  inserted  OPA  Advisory  Committee’s  recocunend^ion  for  removal  of  price  control 
and  subsidies  on  livestock  a:nd-  meavn.  Sen.  Thoma^(0kla. )  submitted  amendment  to  pro¬ 
hibit  price  control  and  other  order s"^'rcgarding^>^ arm  products  and  to  prohibit  gradn 
allocations  vdthout  USDA  approval.  Hd\3.se  a.d^iJurned , until  Apr.  30, 

1.  PRICE  CONTROL;  SUBSIDIES.  Passed,  -355^*!^,  with  amendments  H,  E.  6042,  the  price- 
control  and  subsidies  extension  bill  (pp^4051“4).  Rejected,  20— 37C>>  ^  motion 
by  Rep.  Rankin,  Miss.,  to  recommit  the  bi^  (p.  4053)»  '^He  bill,  as  amended,  is 
nrinted  in  the  Record  (pp.  4051“^?).  Correction  in  roll  call  (p.*  4p90,' 

2.  PAY-COSI  APPROPRIATIONS,  Bo,^, 'ho-usos  passed  without  amendment  H,  Rcs.^^342, 
which  aiDuropriatos  funds  fop  1.9^^  cos'ts  under  tWs.  Federal  Employees*  Pa.y  n-ct  of 
1945  (pp”.  4054-6i,  4o47-8).*’  This  measure  will  no^be  sent  to  the. President. 

It  is  identical  with  Titl'e  II  of  H.  R,  5890,  the  seWd  deficiency  appropriation 
bill,  vhich  is  now  pending  in  the  Senate  Appropriatie^  Committee, 

3.  PHILIPPINE  TRADE  BILL.  Agreed  to  the  conference  report  bV  this  bill,  H.  R, 

5856  (pp.  4c61~2)..  This  bill  will  now  be  sent  to  the  Pre^Uent.^  Yesterday's 
Digest  should  have  stated  that  the  House  received  the  repor\^rather  tha.n  that  it 
agreed  to  it.  / 

4.  WAR  DEPARTMENT  CIVIL  APPROPRIATION  BILL,  Agreed  to  the  conference,  report  on  this 

bill,  H.  ^ 54oO,  which  includes  flood-control  appropriations  for  the  War  De- 
.  partment,^p.  4o62-72).  The  Senate  has  not  re'ceiVed  the  report. 


SURPLUS  PROPERTY.  Passed  S.  1757,  to  broaden  veterans'  preference  in  connection 
with  surplus-property  disposal,  v;it:i  an  amendment  substitutixig  the  language  of 
H.  R,  6157  (pp-  4C75-S0),  For  provisions  sec  Digest  7I. 


Ca.p chart,  lad.,  ins 'T tod 
resiilution  opposing  the  loan  to  C:-r 


COl^RACT  SETTLB'ISTT.  S.  2079,  '37  -So: 
to  contract  settlement.  To  h ’'litap'’' 


.and  presented  petitions  on.  the  suojcct  (-or.  4083y  .4l^l)* 


COHTROL.  Rep.  ’  liansf  ield,  Mont.*,  o:xpressed  the  h#po  that  the  Sencate  w^"ll 
"better  joh"  with  the  price-control  "bill  (p.  407  5)» 

\ 

ov  ^i.IlTSRiUj'S;  COOPERATIVES,  ^^ep.  La  Eo?.lottc,  Ind, ,  spoke  in^favor  of  nerm^tting 
fa.rm  co6pera,tives  to  claim  continental- shelf  oil  reserves  and  inscr'^1  state¬ 
ments  cn  the  su'bject  "by  the  Farm  3-area,u,  Grange,  Union,  and  Co-op  pDr.ncil  (np. 
4090-6).  -X  _  .  ,  .  ... 


9.  T.liTER  COMPACT,!  The  Irrigation  and  Rcdlainhtion ' Committee  reptrt^.  \rith  a-mendment 
E.  R,  4510,,  .grafting  Gongressioiral  consent  "a.nd  approval  in  c^nection  \;ith  a 
.  Colo.-R*  .Mex«  .coi^tooct  regarding  (X?t'iiia  Creek  vra-ters  (H,  R^t,  19b0)(p*  4l00) , 


10.  ADJOURHSE' until  Tuc^u,  Apr.  3G  (p'J»  4o4o,  4084,  4098).  l^jority .Loader  licCor- 
mack" stated  that  no  j^ntrovcrsical  legislation  is  to  c^e  up-Lcforc  liry  2,  vrhen 
the  State,  Justipe,  Commerce  appropriation  "bill  willy^e  considered.  • 

/  '  ■" 


11.  ,  iiPPROPRIATIOlTS;  WAGS  STAB IL I ^T 1 017.  --eceived  f^m  the  President  0.  supp.lemental(^ 
anuropr iation  estimate  of  04f^, OOC  for  the  a^icultural  wa.go  stahilize.tion  pro¬ 
gram,  1947,  with  la.nguage  to  c^tinue  the  pj^gran  in  the  ahscncc  of  other  en-; 
ahling  legislation  (X  Loc.  171AX..3»  ^'U’23)/V’ 


12.  FAEd'I  BAtUCEUPTCY.  Sens.  McCarrani,  and  Revercomh  were  ap-pointed.  confer¬ 

ees  on  H.  R,  5504,  to  continue  tlie  B.-^nkruptcy  Act  (pp.  4-046—7)*  Blouse- 
conferees  were  appointed  A^r.  I7. 


13,  LI^fSSTOCK  SLnUGKTERIIIG  CONTROLS,  ^n.  fell 
Committee  on  Cat '"le,’ Hogs,  B.-  -f^and  Pork, 
urice  controls  and  subsidies  :^on  livesto( 


Mich.,  inserted  a.n  0?A  A-^’-visory 
solution  recommending  renova.l  of  . 
id  mea.t  (m,  4024). 


l4-.  PRICE  COF^ROL.  Sen.  Thoma sy^^hla. ,  submitted  an 'vwnendment  v/hich'he  intends  to 
V.  proposed  to  S,  2028,  to  pj^hibit  issuance  of  reg^ations,  urice  schcdviles,  or- 
'  ders,  etc,  on  rat  ioning^ehl  peat  ion,  priorities,  o\  prices  on  a.gri-eultural 
commodities  and  to  proj^bit  grain  allocations  for  aT^hol  or  a-lcoliolic  bever- 
ages  unless  made  by  i;;ritten  arprovad  of  the  Secretary^f  Agricu.lturc  (  ,4026),  • 
Sen.,  Go  ssett,  ^.aho,  criticized,  OPA' adrainistration^nd  inserted  an  Amal¬ 
gamated  Sugan  Co.J^  iftter  protesting  the  shortage  of  cow^on— fiber  cloth  needed 
fpr  sugar  refining  (p,  4o46) ,. 


15,  CLOTHIITG  PRICE^  Sen.  Ma.^.'-bank,  S.C,,  criticized  increased' cl o'^-ing- prices,  ©p- 
uosed  OPA  coiftinuation,  and  inserted  a  newspaper  article  on  th^e  sub.ject  (op. 
4027-S),  / 

.  /  ■ 

lo,  BRITISH  ^AH.  Continued  debate,  on  S.  J*  Res.  138,  to  authorize  the’\oa.n  to 
G--’cat  ^Britain  (  --v*  4030-4-6). 


'OP-SSTRY,-  H.  R,.6201,'1d7  i^-o.  -Doii 
Rftoscvolt  Monorial  R'-dwood  Forc-s.t 


,  C.'lif,,  to  create  the  P; 
0  A' riciilture  Conraitteo. 


^YISOFIPPL;  ■  RETIREMRKT. .  H.R,  6 
•tHie  holding?:  hy  retired  office 
Jiiddciary  Coifiraittce.  (tj.  410' 


•  Lyle,  -uox.,  to  retnove  restrict 
■in  civilian  off  ices,  and  nositj^ns 


ESRA^O^;  ATOi-IIC  RlIERG-Y.  H.  R.  -6] 
nr.'iit  and,  control  of  atomic  enerAV 


,  oy  Rep.  Biemiller,  fo 

I'o  nilitar.y  Affairs  Cqmmitto 


Federal  Home 
he  provision 


ITR:S  liT  ilPPPHLIX 


22.'  PJSCL'hl'lATIOH.  Rxtens^n  of  remarks  ( 
sion  of  the  Kings  Ri’J^r  (Calif.)  -P; 
lavrs '(p'o.  A2U23-4) .  \ 


of  Ren.  Yoorhis,  C-^f.,  favoring  the  inclu- 
Ian  ri.ndcr  the  prov^ions  of  the  -roclamation 


PRA"  SPORT  AT  ICH.  Sxtens  ion'''^f  remar 
of  air  transnortation  as  a  \enefit 
(American  Perm  Bureau  Pedera'blon) 
tion  industry  to,  the  farmer  (-oP,  A 


c^Uf  Minn. ,  favoring  ereqansion 
(Cr  and  including  Rd’.rard  A.O' Heel's 
ting  out  the  value  of. the  avia- 


ins^  ted  a  Mil’-;aukcc  Journal  article 
^  controls  (p.  A24o6)^.-.  ^  , 

ashingl>((jii  Post  editorial.,  "Murder  of  the 


PAPM  MACHINERY.  /  Rep.  Smith,  His.,  inserted  a  Beloit  (Wis.)  Daily  i!e\rs  editorial 
criticizing  ■^e  strike  settlement  at  International  Harvester  Co.  as  forcing 
.the  farmer  to  pa.y  a  higher  urice  for  farr.i  machinery  (pp.  A24l5“5). 


POREICtH  R;^IEP.  Reu.  Doyle,  Calif.,  inserted  a  Press  Telegram  (Lon.'d. Poach, 
Calif .), /"editorial  calling  for  3ur;)ort  of  the  President '  s  cmorgcnc:/'-ra,pd-rclie 
progr^  (p.  A24i4)  , 

^,‘Ren.  luce  Conn.,  inserted  letters  and  a  nevrspaper  article  i^rging  dSioper-- 
atp^'n  in  providing  food  for  Duropo  (pp.  A24l7— S).  .  \ 

/  Extension  of  remarks  of  Ru''.  ?a,ttorson,  Calif.,  urging  thak  more  food’^he 

afade  availahle  for  relief  in  Duro;pe  (p.  -^2423). 

^  Extension  of  reriarks  of  Rom.  Dougla.s,  Calif.,  including  iicrhcrt  H.  Lehmar 

sucech  'before  the  National  Citizens  Political  Action  Committee,  on  the  need 
for  foreign-relief  food  (pp.  A2403“e) • 


SUHPLUS  PROPERTY...,  Extension  of  re..ir,r':s  of.  Ron. •  Johnson,  T-r  favoring  K,R.6l57,. 
to  give  veterans  priority  seconc.  or.ly  to  the  Pederal  Governnient  in  the  purchase 
of  surplus  property  (p..  A2423)*  .  ■  -  ■  *  '  •  '  '  . 


LllQ'ER  SHORTAGE.  Ren,  ’Jorley,  To::.,  inserted,  letters,  from  Te:r..  luff: or'  deal 
/ 

comolaining  that  lumber  and  huildiug  ma.terials  are  not  availallo  to  tlicm  h 
Of  h lack-market  operations  (pp.,  A2^3G*"2) ./  . 


PERT IL'I-EERS, -  Sen.  LaPollette,  '-'is»,  inserted  Emil  Troughs  (Wis.  Univ._)^'ictter 
and  sta’t><^.ent  on  notash^and.  other  fertilizers  in  relation-  to  food  duct  ion  in 
17is.  (pp. '•i^391-2)  . 


L»  ST'.  LA’^CIEHCE  Sen.- La,n,gcr,  IT, DaJ:. ,  inserted  a  Young st"ov/n  (Ohio)  Vindi¬ 

cator  and  a  Detrdi^Hews  editorial.  fa.voring  this  project  (p^..  il2397>  A2398).. 


COFGRES'^IOITj.'lL  REORGAiTfS^ION, ■  E:ctonsion  of  remarks  of  ;Rdp,- Plilralcy •  Vt, ,  favor-' 
ing,  in  general,  the  rc'6ohimondations  in  the  report  of  the  Joint  Co'.-Lmittcc  on 
the  Organization  of  Congre^  and  announcing  that  Son.  LaPollette,  ’'is.,  plans 
to  introduce  an  omnibus  billSgmbod'''ihg  the  Committee's  recomncnda.tion  in  a.  few 
.  da,ys  (pp.  A2436-7) . 


HOUSIRG.  Extension  of  remarks  of 'Rc'p^  Pa,t^rson,  Calif.,  favoring  subsidies  op 
housing  (pp.'  A2438-9).  .  ■  ' 

Rep,  Shafer,  Mich.,  inserted  Lpms^^.  Broi.vn*  s  (jjres.  Johns— iia.nville  Corp.) 
article  criticizing  .the  Wyatt  housing  ^'^lah'^.and  claiming '  tha.t  fltir '-n’ices  for 
building  materials  would  encou2m?^;c  adcaua,to  Reduction  without '  subsidies  (pp. 

A2439-4o)  .  .  ■ 
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CONGRESSIONAL  RECORD— HOUSE 


functions  appropriation  bill,  1947,  con- 
ference  report.) 

^  PERMISSION  TO  ADDRESS  THE  HOUSE 

\  Mr.  BUFFETT.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
Unanimous  consent  to  address  the  House 
for  1  minute  and  to  revise  and  extend 
my  'remarks. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Nebraska? 

There  was  no  •objection. 

EXCESS-PROFITS  TAX 

Mr.  BUFFETT.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
House  yesterday  indicated  its  determina¬ 
tion  to  restore  the  American  industrial 
profit  and  loss  system.  This  decision 
should. lead  to  full  production. 

As  a  supplement  the  Congress  might 
well  reinstate,  for  1946  and  1947,  50  per¬ 
cent  of  the  wartime  excess  profits  tax. 
This  tax  would  prevent  profiteering  on 
war-accumulated  demand.  It  would  be 
an  effective  brake  on  prices. 

If  the  profits  that  some  people  are  so 
worried  about  should  develop,  this  tax 
would  bring  them  into  the  Treasury 
where  they  could  be  used  in  the  real 
fight  against  inflation. 

This  tax  would  be  anti-inflationary. 
It  would  discourage  profiteering  and  in¬ 
crease  government  revenues. 

I  am  introducing  a  bill  directing  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  to  take  ac¬ 
tion  toward  this  end.  The  House  should 
consider  carefully  the  value  of  this  move 
as  a  genuine  anti-inflationary  measure. 

PERMISSION  TO  ADDRESS  THE  HOUSE 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  of  Montana.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
address  the  House  for  1  minute  and  to 
revise  and  extend  my  remarks. 

’^he  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Montana? 

There  was  no  objection. 

OFFICE  OF  PRICE  ADMINISTRATION 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  of  Montana.  Mr. 
Speaker,  for  the  past  3  days,  like  my 
friend  and  colleague  from  Nebraska  IMr. 
Buffett],  I  have  been  in  this  Chamber 
listening  to  all  the  debates  on  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  Office  of  Price  Administration, 
and  I  am  indeed  sorry  to  note  the  confus¬ 
ing  and  hamstrung  measure  which  has 
just  been  approved  by  this  House  and 
presented  to  the  American  people. 

We  have  had  all  kinds  of  pressure  put 
upon  us  by  organized  groups  both  for  and 
against  the  continuation  of  the  OPA,  but 
my  thoughts  have  been  about  the  great 
unorganized  groups  of  Americans  who 
have  to  live  on  fixed  incomes  in  the  form 
of  salaries  and  wages  which  have  not  been 
increased  and  in  the  forms  of  pensions, 
annuities,  and  savings  which  do  not  ad¬ 
vance  with  the  cost  of  living.  It  was 
my  opinion,  in  spite  of  the  fact  tl^at  the 
OPA  has  not  worked  perfectly,  e^s,  for; 
example,  in  the  kangaroo-court  system, 
and  fines  for  minor  infractions,  \yhich 
should  have  been  corrected,  that  some 
reasonable,  sound  extension  would  be 
passed  by  this  Congress  w’hereby  not  only 
this  /  great  unorganized  group  but  aU 
■groups  would  be  given  the  assurance  thal; 
price  control  would  be  retained  in  a  w’ay 
beneficial  to  them  and  to  our  economy. 
Howe-ver,  such  has  not  been  the  case  be¬ 


cause  with  all  those  crippling  amend¬ 
ments  we  have  a  shell  and  not  a  struc¬ 
ture  to  hold  the  line  against  inflation. 
Only  33  Members  on  a  teller  vote  on  yes¬ 
terday  voted  to  eliminate  the  OPA  en¬ 
tirely,  which  indicates  that  the  greater 
majority  of  this  body  feels  that  the  OPA 
should  have  been  retained.  i 
I  do  not  want  to  see  and /certainly 
would  not  vote  for  a  continuation  of  the 
OPA  if  I  thought  its  usefulness  had  been 
outlived,  but  I  do  want  to  see  some  sort 
of  price  control  in  operation  until  the. 
matter  of  supply  and  demand  have  been 
met.  "fo  my  way  of  thinking  that  is  the 
real  test,  and  when  that  time  is  reached, 
OPA  should  be  abolished.  If  some  con¬ 
trol  is  not  maintained  until  supply  and 
demand  is  met,  it  wfil  mean  prices  will 
rise  tremendously;  more  demands  for 
higher  wages  will  result;  strikes  will  in¬ 
crease;  confusion  will  result;  the  people 
in  the  middle  will  be  squeezed  and  even¬ 
tually  all  of  us.’will  suffer  from  the  full 
effects  of  inflation.  These  crippling 
amendments  which  we  have  passed  will, 
in  my  opinion,  open  the  gates  of  infla¬ 
tion  and  to  a  repetition  of  the  wild  days 
following  the  First  World  War.  The  con¬ 
suming  public  of  this  country  deserves 
better  treatment  than  this  bill  gives  it 
and,  in  my  opinion,  the  bill  in  its  present 
form  will  be  unworkable  and  detrimental 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  American 
economy.  With  no  control,  prices  will 
skyrocket  and  then  we  will  have  a  col¬ 
lapse. 

I  am  hopeful  that  the  Senate  will  do 
a  better  job  with  this  bill  when  it  reaches 
the  other  Chamber,  because  our  only 
hope  now  for  a  workable,  fair,  and  equi¬ 
table  extension  of  the  OPA  lies  with  that 
body.  In  my  opinion,  the  House  has 
made  a  sorry  showing  in  its  considera¬ 
tion ‘of  this  bill  and  has  been  influenced 
too  much  by  pressure  groups,  each  of 
which  had  a  certain  interest  to  consider  t 
and  each  of  which  in  this  respect  was  : 
working  contrary  to  the  welfare  of  the 
American  people  as  a  whole.  This  is  a  ; 
day  the  American  people  will  long  re-  i 
mPJBbeJ:. . .  i 

SURPLUS  PROPERTY  ACT  OF  1944 

I  Mr.  MANASCO.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
.  unanimous  consent  for  the  immediate 
’  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  6157)  to 
'  amend  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944 
with  reference  to  veterans’  preference, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  Mr.  Speaker,  reserving 
the  right  to  object,  and,  of  course,  I  shall 
not  object,  will  the  gentleman  explain 
the  bill? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  This  bill  is  the  re¬ 
sult  of  several  weeks  of  hearings  by  the 
Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Ex- 
'  ecutive  Departments  in  an  effort  to  cor- 
:■  rect  a  situation  that  has  existed  not  be- 
1  cause  of’  the  maladministration  of  the 
i  War  Assets  Administration  but  because 
f  of  the  law  itself  that  we  passed  about 
i  2  years  ago.  At  that  time  the  veterans 
I  were  given  preference  after  your  Fed- 
'  eral  agencies,  your  State,  county,  and 
I  local  political  subdivisions,  schools  and 
I  eleemosynary  institutions  had  been 
i  satisfied.  We  found  that  the  preference 
i  amounted  to  almost  nothing  as  far  as 
j  the  veteran  was  concerned.  We  have 
1  had  many  cases  where  the  veterans  have 
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been  asked  to  appear  at  these  sales,  but 
when  they  got  there  the  property  had 
already  been  sold  to  priority  holders. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  The  gentleman  means 
that  this  relates  to  surplus  property? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Yes.  That  was  not 
necessarily  the  fault  of  the  War  Assets 
Administration,  but  these  priority  hold¬ 
ers  came  in  and  claimed  the  surpluses, 
and  there  was  nothing  that  the  War 
Assets  Administration  could  do  about  it/ 

In  this  bill  we  are  raising  the  veterans’ 
preferences  on  a  par  with  Federal 
agencies.  The  Administrator  is  author¬ 
ized  to  set  aside  a  certain  amount  of 
surplus  when  declared  surplus  for  the 
veterans.  They  are  given  not  less  than 
15  days  after  notice  to  purchase  these 
surpluses.  The  Federal  agencies  are 
given  20  days  to  acquire  the  surpluses 
in  the  amount  set  aside  for  them,  and 
they  cannot  come  in  and  exercise  the 
Federal  preference  after  the  expiration 
of  20  days. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  In  other  words,  it  gives 
the  veterans  the  preference  we  under¬ 
stood  we  were  giving  them  in  the  be¬ 
ginning. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  I  do  not  believe  we 
understood  we  were  giving  the  veteran  a 
higher  preference. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  But  this  does  give  him 
a  higher  preference? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  This  does  give  him  a 
higher  preference.  I  might  say  that  this 
bill  will  not  mean  that  every  veteran  in 
the  United  States  will  get  a  truck  or  a 
car,  because  we  just  do  not  have  that 
many,  but  it  will  mean  that  a  veteran 
will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  get  this 
surplus  property. 

Mr.  KEFAUVER.  Mr.  Speaker,  will 
the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  KEFAUVER.  May  I  ask  the  gen¬ 
tleman  from  Alabama  what  provision 
is  being  made  as  to  division  of  the  sur¬ 
plus  property  between  the  "veterans  and 
the  general  public? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  We  did  not  fix  any 
particular  percentage.  The  veterans  are 
more  interested  in  trucks,  automobiles, 
and  materials  to  establish  small  busi¬ 
nesses. 

Mr.  KEFAUVER.  But  as  to  that  part 
which  is  set  aside  for  veterans,  they  have 
the  first  priority? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  They  have  the  only 
priority  until  at  least  15  days  have  ex¬ 
pired  after  notice  to  the  veterans. 

Mr.  KEFAUVER.  I  commend  the  gen¬ 
tleman  and  his  committee  for  bringing 
out  this  legislation.  I  know  from  my 
own  experience  that  veterans  in  my  dis¬ 
trict  have  had  the  same  difficulty  as  the 
gentleman  has  described.  I  think  it  is 
high  time  that  something  be  done  about 
it. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  Mr.  Speaker,  will  the 
gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  California. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  This  bill  will  immedi¬ 
ately  correct  the  situation  and  save  for 
the  veterans  and  people  who  need  them 
very  badly  about  10,000  tractors  that 
were  being  prepared  to  be  shipped 
abroad.  The  way  the  program  has  been 
working,  our  own  Federal  Government 
could  purchase  this  equipment,  having 
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the  first  priority,  and  then  turn  around 
and  furnish  other  countries  the  equip¬ 
ment  we  need  so  badly  here.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  time  we  have  about  10,000  new  trac¬ 
tors  that  this  bill  will  make  it  possible  to 
keep  here  on  this  side  of  the  pond  and 
provide  for  the  veterans,  municipalities, 
and  everybody  else  who  needs  them  so 
badly. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  Mr. 
Speaker,  will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Dakota. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  It  seems 
to  me  there  is  some  question  as  to  wheth¬ 
er  or  not  this  bill  is  going  to  accomplish 
what  it  proposes  to  do.  Yesterday  I  was 
talking  with  a  person  who  is  very  famil¬ 
iar  with  this  tractor  matter  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  California  referred.  He 
also  has  been  investigating  the  surplus 
property  situation  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try.  He  says  it  is  not  the  States  neces¬ 
sarily  that  are  getting  this  property 
ahead  of  the  veterans,  but  it  is  the  Re¬ 
construction  Finance  Corporation,  which 
exercises  a  Federal  priority  and  pur¬ 
chases  items  through  the  Reconstruction 
Finance  Corporation  or  through  the 
Small  Business  Corporation.  Then  when 
the  veteran  comes  in  he  finds  the  mate¬ 
rial  gone.  I  have  talked  with  several 
veterans  who  have  gone  to  depots  at  va¬ 
rious  points,  and  they  have  gotten  in 
there  first.  I  have  talked  with  one  man 
who  was  a  representative  of  a  State 
agency.  He  assumed  that  he  would  have 
a  priority,  but  when  he  got  there  he 
found  that  the  material  was  gone.  In¬ 
vestigation  revealed  that  it  is  the  Federal 
Government  itself  througli  the  Reco'n- 
struction  Finance  Corporation  or  the 
Small  Business  Corporation  that  exer¬ 
cises  the  priorities.  Then  some  of  this 
material  is  sold  to  them  or  somebody  act¬ 
ing  as  agents  for  these  corporations  and 
then  the  stuff  turns  up  in  the  hands  of 
some  dealer  or  some  individual. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  The  gentleman  from 
Alabama  IMr.  Manasco]  is  going  to  point 
out  that  there  is  a  provision  in  the  bill 
that  ta,kes  care  of  that  situation. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Section  6  of  the  bill 
reads  as  follows  in  the  last  sentence: 

Subsection  (e)  of  section  18  thereof  is 
hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows ;  ‘The  dis¬ 
posal  of  surplus  property  under  tliis  subsec¬ 
tion  shall  be  given  priority  Immediately  fol¬ 
lowing  transfers  to  other  Government  agen¬ 
cies  under  section  12  and  disposed  to  veterans 
under  section  16.” 

That  is  the  section  that  the  Smaller 
War  Plants  Corporation  has  been  pur¬ 
chasing  the  surpluses  under  and  it  moves 
them  after  the  veterans.  " 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  It  moves 
them  after  the  veterans? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Yes. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  Does  that 
apply  to  the  Reconstruction  Finance 
Corporation  also? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  That  is  right. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  I  am  glad 
to  have  that  information.  I  pointed 
that  out  because  it  seems  to  me  that  was 
a  loophole  that  merely  placing  them  un¬ 
der  the  State  agencies  would  not  cor¬ 
rect. 

Mr.  JUDD.  Mr.  Speaker,  will  the  gen¬ 
tleman  yield? 


Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Minnesota. 

Mr.  JUDD.  During  the  hearings  on 
this  bill  we  found  out  something  that 
most  of  us  did  not  know  when  we  passed 
the  Surplus  Property  Act.  We  wanted 
to  help”  small  business  and  so  we  made  it 
possible  for  anyone  wanting  to  start  up 
a  small  business  to  go  to  the  Smaller 
War  Plants  Corporation  and  it  would 
get  him  surplus  property  on  its  No.  1 
priority  as  a  Federal  agency.  That  was 
much  higher  than  a  veteran  priority. 
So  the  veteran,  if  he  was  smart  when 
he  wanted  to  go  into  business,  would  not 
try  to  qualify  as  a  veteran  but  would 
go  to  the  Smaller  War  Plants  Corpora¬ 
tion  as  an  ordinary  citizen  and  get  to 
use  its  No.  1  priority.  In  this  bill  we 
change  that  so  that  first  come  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Government  and  the  veterans  on  a 
par.  The  Administrator  can  set  aside 
property  that  he  knows  veterans  are 
likely  to  want  and  he  has  to  hold  it  for 
them  for  15  days  after  publicity  is  given. 
Only  then  can  he  make  it  available  even 
for  Federal  agencies.  Next,  after  the 
veterans  and  the  Federal  Government, 
come  men  wanting  surplus  property  for 
small  business,  and  then  the  States  and 
municipalities  and  thereafter  charitable 
and  educational  institutions.  I  believe, 
therefore,  this  bill  will  correct  one  of 
the  defects  in  the  act  and  make  possible 
the  giving  of  that  advantage  to  the  vet¬ 
eran  which  all  of  us  wanted  when  we 
passed  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  MANSFIELD  of  Montana.  Mr. 
Speaker,  will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Montana. 

■Mr.  MANSFIELD  of  Montana.  I 
should  like  to  call  to  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  what 
has  come  to  my  attention.  There' is  a 
practice  going  on  throughout  the  United 
States  whereby  dealers  and  other  inter¬ 
ested  people  are  using  veterans  to  at¬ 
tend  surplus  property  sales  and  use  their 
priority  to  buy  trucks  and  cars  which  the 
veterans  in  turn  sell  back  to  'the  dealer. 
It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  getting -around 
the  veterans’  preference  and  that  it  is 
giving  preference  to  the  dealers  instead 
of  the  veterans  who  deserve  first  con¬ 
sideration.  Surely  something  should  be 
done  to  protect  the  veterans  who  are 
entitled  to  preference  and  who  need  this 
equipment  for  their  own  personal  and 
business  use.  Does  this  bill  in  any  way 
take  care  of  that  evasive  and  illegal  pro¬ 
cedure? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  The  original  act  on 
the  books  has  a  provision,  a  punitive 
provision,  covering  any  fraudulent  prac¬ 
tice  that  might  be  engaged  in  by  anyone 
to  acquire  surplus  property. 

Mr.  WHITTINGTON.  Mr.  Speaker, 
will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  WHITTINGTON.  Is  it,  not  true, 
Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  purpose  of  this  bill 
following  the  hearings  of  the  committee 
with  regard  to  surplus  property  is  to 
carry  out  the  promise  that  this  commit¬ 
tee  made  to  the  House  the  other  day 
when  we  had  under  consideration  a  bill 
to  give  away  or  make  a  donation,  to  wit, 
to  guarantee  as  far  as  we  could  get  legal 


advice  to  give  preferences  or  priorities  to 
veterans  on  a  par  with  priorities  to  the 
agencies  of  the  Government  and  to  pre- 
'vent  the  property  from  being  absolutely 
absorbed  or  obtained  by  the  Government 
agency?  I  have  this  in  mind.  There 
were  a  few  autom.obiles  but  under  the 
priorities,  the  States  and  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  got  all  those  automobiles.  It  is 
difficult  to  undertake  to  set  apart  all  the 
property  according  to  kind,  make,  and  so 
forth,  on  a  percentage  basis.  But  in  the 
matter  of  automobiles,  if  this  had  been  a 
law  at  the  time  these  automobiles  were 
declared  surplus,  a  reasonable  percentage 
of  those  automobiles,  in  accordance  with 
the  demand  therefor,  would  have  been 
set  apart.  While  all  veterans  would  not 
have  obtained  them,  they  would  ha've  ob¬ 
tained  a  reasonable  percentage  of  the 
entire  number  of  automobiles  declared 
surplus.  That  same  situation  would 
have  applied  with  respect  to  trucks  and 
also  with  respect  to  equipment  and  ma¬ 
terials  the  veterans  want  and  need  to 
engage  in  their  businesses  as  is  stipulated 
here.  So  that  the  dealer  who  has  been 
mentioned,  the  bi^  operators  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  would  not  absorb  all  of  this  property 
and  the  veterans  would  know  that  they 
had  a  certain  time  during  which  this 
property  would  be  made  available  to 
them.  The  pui’pose  of  this  bill  under¬ 
takes,  as  far  as  the  attorneys  for  the  War 
Assets  Corporation  and  so  far  as  legal 
advisers  to  our  committee  have  been  able 
to  inform  us,  to  give  the  veteran  as  high 
a  preference  as  is  given  to  Government 
agencies  and  to  guarantee  that  the  vet¬ 
erans  will  receive  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Administrator  a  chance  to  secure  a  rea¬ 
sonable  percentage  of  the  goods  that  may 
be  declared  surplus. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  This  bill  is  a  long  step 
in  the  right  direction. 

Mr.  VOORHIS  of  California.  Mr. 
Speaker,  will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  California. 

Mr.  VOORHIS  of  California.  In  the 
first  place,  does  this  bill  give  the  veteran 
preference  and  priority,  even  though  he 
buys  the  article  for  his  personal  use,  or 
does  he  still  have  to  make  a  showing  that 
it  is  for  a  business  use? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  We  have  a  provision 
in  the  second  section  of  this  bill  which 
will  permit  sales  for  personal  use.  It  is 
impossible  to  give  every  veteran  an 
opportunity  to  buy  a'  razor  blade  or  a 
package  of  chewing  gum  or  a  pair  of 
shoes,  because  we  would  have  to  go  into 
the  retail-sales  business  to  do  that.  We 
would  have  to  establish  stores  all  over 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  VOORHIS  of  California.  But,  for 
example,  take  an  automobile.  Could  he 
get  a  priority  on  an  automobile,  even 
though  he  does  not  make  a  showing  that 
it  is  to  be  used  for  business  purposes? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Absolutely. 

Mr.  VOORHIS  of  California.  Do  I 
read  subsection  (b)  on  page  2  correctly 
if  I  understand  it  to  mean  that  a  cer¬ 
tain  quantity  or  type  of  surplus  mate- 
rial>in  the  judgment  of  the  War  Assets 
Corporation,  will  be  set  aside  for  sale  to 
veterans,  even  before  any  Federal  ager  :y 
gets  its  hands  on  it? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  That  is  correct. 
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Mr.  MURDOCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  will 
the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Arizona. 

Mr.  MURDOCK.  Priorities  for  veter¬ 
ans  is  a  good  thing,  and  I  approve  of  it. 
What  distinction  are  you  making  between 
the  amounts  that  will  be  available  to  a 
veteran:  in  small  lots,  small  enough  lots, 
so  as  to  prevent  speculation? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  That  is  already  in  the 
law.  Of  course  that  is  an  administrative 
matter.  That  is  in  the  existing  Surplus 
Property  Act. 

Mr.  WHITTINGTON.  Mr.  Speaker, 
will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield. 

Mr.  WHITTINGTON.  That  is  also  in 
line  with  the  question  that  if  a  veteran 
permits  a  fraud  to  be  perpetrated,  if  the 
veteran’s  preference  should  be  used  for 
the  purpose  indicated  by  the  gentleman, 
we  vest  authority  in  the  Administrator 
under  the  act  to  provide  for  regulation  as 
to  the  amounts  that  may  be  purchased. 

Mr.  CURTIS.  Mr.  Speaker,  will  the 
gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Nebraska. 

Mr.  CURTIS.  This  bill  appears  to  deal 
primarily  with  the  problems  of  the  veter¬ 
an.  Does  the  committee  anticipate  any 
further  legislation  with  reference  to  the 
disposal  of  surplus  property? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Yes,  we  do. 

Mr.  JUDD.  Mr.  Speaker,  will  the  gen¬ 
tleman  yield  on  that  point? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Minnesota. 

Mr.  JUDD.  In  addition  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  for  assisting  the  veteran,  there  is 
one  further  change  effected  by  this  bill. 
It  came  to  light  that  some  Federal  agen¬ 
cies  were  shifting  surplus  property 
around  more  or  less  at  will,  without  any 
bookkeeping,  to  other  agencies  or  insti¬ 
tutions  under  various  ancient  laws.  One, 
for  example,  in  1929  authorized  transfer 
of  Government  property  to  vocational 
education  institutions  at  a  time  when  no 
one  imagined  there  would  ever  be  such  an 
enormous  quantity  of  equipment  as  is 
now  on  hand. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  And  giving  the  veterans 
the  run-around. 

Mr.  JUDD.  That  is  right.  This  bill 
provides  that  no  surplus  property  can  be 
transferred  by  any  Federal  agency  with¬ 
out  reimbursement  under  any  law  passed 
prior  to  the  original  Veterans’  Preference 
Act  of  June  1944.  It  will  be  valuable  in 
enabling  us  to  keep  track  of  this  surplus 
property  and  not  let  it  be  squandered  or 
disposed  of  in  other  methods  than,  those 
presented  in  the  Surplus  Property  Act,  as 
amended. 

Mr.  HINSHAW.  Mr.  Speaker,  will  the 
gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  California. 

Mr.  HINSHAW.  Not  long  ago  a  vet¬ 
eran  from  the  west  coast  attempted  to 
acquire  some  photographic  material 
which  was  declared  surplus  at  the 
Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Army.  He  had 
to  look  all  over  the  United  States  in  the 
first  place  to  find  out  where  that  photo¬ 
graphic  property  was  located.  He  finally 
went  to  Philadelphia  and  made  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  property  to  be  used  in  a 


store  he  was  setting  up,  and  they  told 
him  that  because  he  came  from  the 
west  coast  he  would  have  to  go  back 
there  and  try  to  find  out  if  there  was 
any  stuff  on  the  west  coast.  It  is  per¬ 
fectly  ridiculous,  when  material  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  one  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  practically  only  in  that  part,  that 
a  veteran  should  have  to  search  the 
United  States  for  it,  and  then  come  to 
the  east  coast  and  be  turned  down  in, 
trying  to  get  it  because  he  did  not  happen 
to  live  in  the  area  in  which  the  property 
was  located.  I  want  to  be  sure  that  this 
surplus  stock  that  is  available  for  dispo¬ 
sition  to  veterans  in  one  locality  in  the 
United  States  is  likewise  advertised  to 
the  balance  of  the  United  States  when 
there  is  no  such  surplus  property  there. 

Can  the  gentleman  state  whether  or 
not  that  is  to  be  the  case?  ,  * 

Mr.  MANASCO.  That  is  anticipated 
by  the  Administrator. 

Mrs.  DOUGLAS  of  California.  Mr. 
Speaker,  will  the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
woman  from  California. 

Mrs.  DOUGLAS  of  California.  First 
let  me  say  that  I  am  in  hearty  agreement 
with  the  bill.  I  think  it  is  a  fine  thing. 
I  should  like  to  ask  this  question, 
prompted  by  a  statement  made  on  the 
floor  by  the  gentleman  from  California: 
Does  this  mean  that  in  any  way  our  pro¬ 
gram  to  feed  the  starving  people  of  the 
world  will  be  crippled? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  No. 

Mrs.  DOUGLAS  of  California.  Be¬ 
cause  if  it  does,  it  means  that  we  will 
sow  the  seed  for  a  Third  World  War 
and  more  veterans. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  No:  we  have  appro¬ 
priated  several  billions  of  dollars  for 
UNRRA. 

Mrs.  DOUGLAS  of  California.  This 
will  not  cripple  them  in  trying  to  get 
tractors  so  they  can  plant  their  own 
food?  Because  500,000,000  people  face 
famine  in  the  world  today. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  I  thought  it  was 
more  than  that. 

Mrs.  DOUGLAS  of  California.  Five 
hundred  million  is  quite  a  lot — one  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  population  of  the  globe. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  I  know  it  is  very 
serious. 

Mrs.  DOUGLAS  of  California.  But  this 
will  not  cripple  that? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  What  we  are  trying 
to  do  is  to  make  it  possible  for  American 
veterans  to  help  produce  food  to  help 
feed  the  other  people  of  the  world.  I 
agree  that  we  have  a  responsibility  to 
help  feed  these  people,  but  our  primary 
responsibility  is  to  the  American  people 
and  our  veterans. 

Mrs.  DOUGLAS  of  California.  I  am 
not  talking  from  the  humane  point  of 
view  at  all,  I  am  talking  from  the  point 
of  view  that  we  do  not  want  another  war. 

Mr.  MICHENER.  Mr.  Speaker,  a 
point  of  order.  This  bill  ,  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  under  unanimous  consent.  It 
has  to  do  with  but  one  thing  and  one 
thing  only.  If  we  are  going  to  discuss 
it  and  have  general  debate  let  us  do  it 
in  the  regular  way  and  not  hold  a  col¬ 
loquy  between  a  few  people  around  a 
microphone  discussing  matters  foreign 
to  the  bill, 
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I  do  not  want  to  object,  but  the  state¬ 
ment  was  made  when  consent  was  asked, 
that  this  bill  was  not  controversial  and 
would  not  take  time.  The  disposition  of 
surplus  property  was  discussed  before  the 
Rules  Committee  and  hearings  were  held 
as  to  whether  there  should  be  an  inves¬ 
tigation  as  to  the  way  this  property  is  be¬ 
ing  disposed  of. 

The  Slaughter  resolution  has  been  re¬ 
ported  to  the  House  by  the  Rules  Com¬ 
mittee.  It  will  ascertain  the  facts.  We 
ought  to  get  to  the  business  of  the  day. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  may  say  to  the  gen¬ 
tleman  from  Michigan  that  we  are  mov¬ 
ing  rather  rapidly,  that  when  we  get 
through  with  these  questions,  the  bill  will 
go  through  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  ROONEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  will  the 
gentlemaa  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  New  York. 

Mr.  ROONEY.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  if  he  is  in  position  to  state  the 
position  taken  by  the  veterans’  organiza¬ 
tions  with  reference  to  the  bill  H.  R. 
6157. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Every  veterans’  or¬ 
ganization  that  has  contacted  our  com¬ 
mittee  is  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  Mr.  Speaker,  will 
the  gentleman  yield? 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Utah  . 

Mr.  GRANGER.  I  congratulate  the 
chairman  on  bringing  this  bill  out.  It 
is  too  bad  it  has  not  been  in  operation  for 
a  long  time.  As  I  understand,  it  does  not 
set  aside  any  property  especially  for  vet¬ 
erans. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Not  in  percentages. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  Except  when  surplus 
property  is  advertised  for  sale  the  vet¬ 
eran  has  preference  along  with  certain 
Federal  agencies  to  buy  the  property  if 
he  wants  to. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  No;  the  Administra¬ 
tor  is  authorized  to  set  aside  say  a  hun¬ 
dred  automobiles,  to  declare  them  sur¬ 
plus.  He  can  set  aside  75  of  those  auto¬ 
mobiles  or  some  portion  of  them  for  vet¬ 
erans. 

Mr.  GRANGER.  He  can  actually  set 
aside  some  property  for  the  veterans. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  That  is  correct. 

Mr.  FEIGHAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  on  No¬ 
vember  23  last  year  I  introduced  H.  R. 
4784,  a  bill  to  amend  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  to  enable  a  veteran  to  obtain  a 
genuine  bona  fide  priority  instead  of  the 
so-called  preference  which,  when  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  exercised  in  the  purchase 
of  property,  turned  out  to  be  so  specious 
that  it  was,  in  reality,  a  sham.  I  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Members  of  the 
House  the  fact  that  a  veteran,  seeking 
to  purchase  surplus  property  under  the 
present  law,  would  be  in  a  better  posi¬ 
tion  if  he  forgot  that  he  is  a  veteran  and 
made  his  application  as  a  small  business¬ 
man  because  the  present  regulations 
provide  that  the  Smaller  War  Plants 
Corporation  can  exercise  its  Federal  pri¬ 
ority  on  behalf  of  small  business  and 
thus  make  null  and  void  any  application 
made  by,  and  preference  issued  to,  the 
veteran  as  a  veteran,  exercising  his  so- 
called  veteran’s  preference. 

I  pointed  out  the  many  disappoint¬ 
ments  that  came  to  veterans  in  exercis¬ 
ing  their  so-called  preference  when  they 
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found  out  that  other  priorities  made  it 
almost  impossible  for  them  to  obtain  any 
scarce  material.  H.  R.  6157,  under  con¬ 
sideration,  will  attain  the  objective  of 
my  bill,  and  I  wish  to  compliment  the 
chairman  and  members  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Executive  De¬ 
partments  who  have  seen  fit  to  afford 
veterans  a  genuine  bona  fide  priority. 
This  bill  represents  an  honest,  sincere 
effort  to  treat  the  disposition  of  surplus 
property  in  intelligent  fashion. 

I  would  like  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  committee  certain  procedures  in 
the  War  Assets  Administration  which  I 
believe  they  should  investigate  and  which 
should  be  corrected.  Vehicles  are  in¬ 
spected  by  the  War  Assets  Administra¬ 
tion.  If  this  inspection  record  were  made 
available  to  the  prospective  purchaser, 
instead  of  a  general  statement  as  to  the 
condition,  the  purchaser  would  not  be  in 
a  position  of  "buyer  beware”  and  would 
not  be  buying  a  pig  in  a  poke.  It  is  my 
understanding  that  the  War  Assets  Ad¬ 
ministration  will  not  make  available 
these  inspection  reports  because  they 
claim  they  have  no  money  to  make  copies 
necessary  to  make  available  to  their  sales 
offices.  It  is  my  understanding  that  there 
are  only  six  sales  offices  in  the  whole  re¬ 
gion  whose  headquarters  axe  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio.  A  specific  example  of  this 
procedure  has  been  set  forth  in  an  article 
appearing  in  the  Cleveland  Press  Tues¬ 
day,  April  9,  by  Joe  Collier,  and  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  include  this  article 
in  my  remarks. 

I  propose  to  follow  up  this  matter  very 
carefully  to  make  sure  that  surplus  prop¬ 
erty  will  be  channeled  into  the  hands  of 
veterans,  and  I  will  take  every  action 
necessary  to  that  end. 

Truck  Just  Junk? — WAA  Won’t  Tell 
(By  Joe  Collier) 

War  Assets  Administration  records  of  re¬ 
pairs  needed  on  surplus  used  motor  vehicles 
it  offers  for  sale  are  kept  a  closely  guarded 
secret  from  prospective  veteran  buyers. 

Not  even  the  WAA  salesmen  are  allowed  to 
see  the  records  to  be  better  informed  to  ad¬ 
vise  the  veteran  on  the  true  value  of  the 
vehicles. 

In  addition,  WAA  Inspectors  are  ordered  to 
find  and  destroy  the  written  records  of  the 
vehicles  usually  left  in  them  by  the  agency 
which  has  declared  them  surplus  and  knows 
most  about  them. 

Then,  having  destroyed  or  made  unavail¬ 
able  all  this  data,  costing  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars,  that  would  help  a  veteran  to  make  a 
reasonable  estimate  of  his  own,  WAA  ap¬ 
praisers  who  never  see  the  vehicles  price 
them  as  close  to  the  celling  as  they  dare. 

This  procedure  was  used  by  the  Recon¬ 
struction  Finance  Corporation  and  pass  on 
to  WAA. 

(Note  to  vets  with  catalogs  for  this  week’s 
sale;  Detailed  data  on  cars  offered  at  Newark, 
Ohio,  and  Warren,  Ohio,  are  at  room  842, 
Standard  Building,  but  they  won’t  let  you 
see  them.) 

These  facts  emerged  today  from  this 
writer’s  investigation  of  complaints  of  more 
than  a  score  of  greater  Cleveland  veterans 
who  said  they  took  just  one  look  at  vehicles 
they  bought  at  WAA  prices  to  decide  they 
were  overvalued.  They  filed  claims  for  their 
money  back. 

One  greater  Cleveland  veteran,  however, 
carried  the  matter  one  step  further  and  he 
stepped  right  into  financial  tanglefoot. 

PURCHASES  TRUCK 

He  is  Joseph  Masseria,  a  2-year  Navy  vet,  of 
11515  Woodland  Avenue,  and  on  February  15 


he  bought  a  1942  ll^-ton  Chevrolet  dump 
truck  at  the  Cleveland  WAA  office,  paying 
$1,221  of  borrowed  money  for  it. 

The  only  Information  the  WAA  salesman 
with  whom  he  dealt  had  on  the  condition  of 
the  truck  was  the  WAA  code  rating  of  32, 
which,  translated,  means  “very  good  condi¬ 
tion.” 

The  only  means  Mr.  Masseria  had  of  Judg¬ 
ing  the  vehicle’s  condition  was  the  WAA’s 
printed  estimate  that  it  would  cost  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  sale  price  of  $1,221  and 
the  WAA  ceiling  price  of  $1,274,  or  $53,  to 
repair  it.  (OPA’s  ceiling  price  for  the  truck 
is  $1,469.)  ^ 

Mr.  Masseria  went  to  Charlestown,  Ind., 
to  look  at  the  truck  and  Immediately  decided 
the  estimates  were  all  wrong.  Starting  it 
with  a  battery  he  took  along  he  found  the 
cylinder  block  cracked. 

MADE  A  DEAL 

Back  ip  Cleveland,  he  and  the  WAA 
reached  a  deal.  He  would  keep  the  truck, 
and  repair  it,  then  file  a  claim  for  the  re¬ 
pairs  against  the  Government. 

In  addition  to  the  cracked  cylinder  block, 
he  found  that  gaskets  and  cluster  gears,  the 
cylinder  head,  the  oil  filter,  spark  plugs, 
■  spark  plug  wire,  battery,  seat  back,  left  door 
window,  and  several  other  things  wrong  and 
needing  repair  or  replacement. 

All  these  were  found  and  fixed  by  March  18, 
when  he  listed  them,  and  sent  a  claim  ac¬ 
companied  by  certified  repair  bills  and  his 
expenses  amounting  to  $589  to  WAA.  The 
claim  was  accepted,  but  has  not  been  paid. 
(This  brings  cost  of  truck  to  $1,810  as  against 
the  OPA  30-day  guarantee  ceiling  of  $1,878.) 

Since  then,  he  said  he  has  spent  an  addi¬ 
tional  $60  repairing  the  truck,  and  must 
buy  and  Install  a  new  clutch  and  find  .out 
what  is  wrong  with  the  rear  end,  which  leaks 
oil  by  the  puddle. 

Mr.  ROONEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  too 
wish  to  commend  the  chairman  and 
members  of  the  committee  upon  their 
bringing  in  this  bill  (H.  R.  6157)  to 
amend  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944 
with  reference  to  veterans’  preference  so 
as  to  improve  the  position  of  our  war 
veterans  in  purchasing  surplus  property. 

I  feel  that  this  is  only  the  first  step  in 
rectifying  a  wrong  which  was  done  the 
veteran  in  1944.  We  all  thought  at  that 
time  that  every  veteran  would  get  a  fair 
chance  of  purchasing  s^cffne  of  the  bil¬ 
lions  of  dollars’  worth  of  surplus  Govern¬ 
ment  property.  However,  time  has 
shown  that  the  machinery  set  up  to  do 
this  has  proved  wholly  ineffectual.  The 
Surplus  Property  Administration,  inso¬ 
far  as  the  veteran  in  New  York  City  is 
concerned,  has  been  one  colossal  failure. 

I  trust  that  this  is  only  the  first  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  right  direction  to  improve 
the  shameful  conditions  which  prompted 
me  to  introduce"  House  Resolution  399 
last  November  to  create  a  select  commit¬ 
tee  to  investigate  and  study  the  disposi¬ 
tion  of  surplus  property  to  veterans.  In¬ 
cidentally,  that  resolution  has  been 
bottled  up  ever  since  by  the  Committee 
on  Rules  and  I  have  been  unable  to  get 
the  cooperation  necessary  to  bring  it  to 
the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FORAND.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  de¬ 
mand  the  regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The 
regular  order  is  demanded.  The  regular 
order  is;  Is  there  objection  to  the  request 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama?  , 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill,  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  etc.,  That  section  16  of  the 
Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to 
read  as  follows; 


"dispositions  to  veterans 

"Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  pre¬ 
scribe  regulations  to  effectuate  the  objectives 
of  this  act  to  aid  veterans  in  the  acquisition 
of  surplus  property,  in  appropriate  quan¬ 
tities  and  types,  to  enable  them  to  establish 
and  maintain  their  own  small  business,  pro¬ 
fessional,  or  agricultural  enterprises.  Dis¬ 
posals  of  surplus  property  (except  real  prop¬ 
erty)  to  veterans  under  this  subsection  shall 
be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  of 
property  provided  for  in  this  act  except 
transfers  to  Government  agencies  under  sec¬ 
tion  12. 

“(b)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
section  12  of  this  act,  the  Administrator  may 
cause  to  be  set  aside  or  otherwise  to  be  made 
available  quantities  and  types  of  any  sur¬ 
plus  property,  except  real  property,  which  he 
determines  to  be  appropriate  for  exclusive 
disposal  to  veterans  for  their  own  personal 
use,  and  to  enable  them  to  establish  and 
maintain  their  own  small  business,  profes¬ 
sional,  or  agricultural  enterprises.  The  Ad¬ 
ministrator  shall  prescribe  regulations  de¬ 
signed  to  achieve  the  equitable  distribution 
of  such  surplus  property  among  veterans.  In 
selecting  any  types  or  quantities  of  surplus 
property  for  disposal  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  subsection,  the  Adminis¬ 
trator  shall  give  due  consideration  to  the 
avaflablllty  of  adequate  facilities  for  and  the 
costs  of  the  distribution  of  such  property. 
The  Administrator  shall  from  time  to  time 
cause  to  be  compiled  and  widely  publicized 
information  as  to  the  types  and  quantities  of 
such  surplus  property  which  has  or  will  be¬ 
come  available  within  a  given  period  of  time 
for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection. 

“(c)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  a 
reasonable  time  of  not  less  than  15  days 
after  public  notice  during  which  property 
offered  to  •eterari’s  under  this  section  shall 
be  held  for  disposal  to  them.” 

Sec.  2.  Section  12  (a)  of  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows; 

“(a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trator  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  surplus 
property  from  one  Government  agency  to 
other  Government  .agencies  for  their  own 
use  and  not  for  transfer  or  disposition;  and 
the  transfer  of  surplus  property  under  this 
section  shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other 
disposals  provided  for  in  this  act,  except 
disposals  to  veterans  of  property  reserved 
exclusively  for  veterans  under  subsection 
(b)  of  section  16  of  this  act.  'The  Adminis¬ 
trator  shall  prescribe  aTeasonable  time  with¬ 
in  which  Government  agencies  shall  exercise 
the  priority  provided  by  this  subsection,  but 
the  time  so  fixed  shall  not  exceed  20  days 
from  the  time  public  notice  is  given  of  the 
availability  of  th'  surplus  property  for  dis¬ 
posal  to  Government  agencies.” 

Sec.  3.  Section  12  (c)  of  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows; 

“(c)  The  disposal  agency  responsible  for 
any  such  property  shall  transfer  it  to  the 
Government  agency  acquiring  it  at  the  fair 
value  ($f  the  property  as  fixed  by  the  disposal 
agency,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
Administrator,  unless  transfer  without  reim¬ 
bursement  or  transfer  of  funds  is  authorized 
under  subsection  (d)  of  this  section.” 

Sec.  4.  Section  12  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944  is  amended  by  adding  a  new  sub¬ 
section  (d)  to  read  as  follows; 

"(d)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
section  34  (a)  of  this  act,  no  Government 
agency  ihay  transfer  any  property  to  any 
other  Government  agency  without  reim¬ 
bursement  or  transfer  of  funds  under  au¬ 
thority  of  any  law  approved  prior  to  June  22, 
1944.  Any  disposal  agency  may  transfer  sur¬ 
plus  property  to  a  Government  agency  with¬ 
out  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds 
whenever  a  transfer  on  such  terms  by  the 
owning  agency  (by  which  such  property  was 
declared  surplus)  would  be  authorized  by 
any  law  approved  subsequent  to  June  21, 
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1944,  to  be  made  to  the  Government  agency 
desiring  such  property.” 

Sec.  5.  Section  13  (f)  of  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

(f)  The  disposal  of  surplus  property  un¬ 
der  this  section  to  States  and  political  sub¬ 
divisions  and  instrumentalities  thereof  shall 
be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  of 
property  provided  for  in  this  act,  except 
transfers  to  Government  agencies  under  sec¬ 
tion  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under  sec¬ 
tion  16  and  purchases  made  under  subsec¬ 
tion  (e)  of  section  18;  Provided,  That  the 
Administrator  may  prescribe  a  reasonable 
time  during  which  such  priority  shall  be 
exercised.” 

Eeo.  6.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e) 
of  section  18  thereof  is  hereby  amended  to 
read  as  follows:  The  disposal  of  surplus 
property  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given 
priority  immediately  following  transfers  to 
other  Government  agencies  under  section  12 
and  disposals  to  veterans  under  section  16. 
The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section 
12  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made 
under  this  subsection.” 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed,  and  a  motion  to  re¬ 
consider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  take  from  the 
Speaker’s  table  the  bill  (S.  1757)  to 
amend  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944, 
as  amended,  so  as  to  broaden  the  scope 
and  raise  the  rank  of  the  veterans’  pri¬ 
ority,  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause  and  insert  the  provisions  of  H.  R. 
6157,  to  amend  the  Surplus  Property  Act 
of  1944  with  reference  to  veterans’  pref¬ 
erence,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  ''f  the  Senate 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Alabama? 

Mr.  MICHENER.  Mr.  Speaker,  re¬ 
serving  the  right  to  object,  how  many 
more  of  these  bills  are  there? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  This  is  the  only  one. 
We  are  just  substituting  the  House  bill 
for  the  Senate  bill  so  that  the  Senate 
will  not  have  to  pass  our  bill. 

Mr.  MICHENER.  This  is  similar  to 
the  bill  just  called  up? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Identically  the  same 
bill. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman.  Is  the  Senate 
bill  identical  with  the  House  bill? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  No.  We  ara'striking 
out  everything  after  the  enacting  clause. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  Substi¬ 
tuting  the  House  bill? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Yes. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  Does  the 
text  of  the  bill  you  are  substituting  place 
any  limitation  on  the  amount  which  any 
individual  veteran  may  purchase  under 
his  veteran’s  preference? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Noj  that  is  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  matter.  Of  course,  it  is  not 
proposed  to  sell  all  of  it  to  one  veteran. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  Did  the. 
committee  give  any  consideration  to  that 
matter? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  No.  You  might  find 
one  veteran  who  might  want  to  go  into 
the  oil  drilling  business  and  it  might  in¬ 
volve  a  $50,000  drill  ring.  If  we  placed 
a  $2,500  or  $3,000  ceiling  on  what  a  vet¬ 
eran  may  buy,  you  might  keep  a  vet¬ 


eran  from  going  into  his  own  business. 
We  thought  that  was  a  matter  for  the 
Administrator  and  not  for  legislation. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  Did  the 
committee  go  at  all  into  the  question  of 
the  prices  that  were  placed  upon  equip¬ 
ment  when  the  veterans  looked  at  it  to 
determine  whether  or  not  that  price  was 
subsequently  lowered  after  the  veteran 
had  passed  it  over? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  The  committee  went 
into  that  subject  very  thoroughly. 

Mr.  CASE  of  South  Dakota.  Did  you 
make  any  recommendations  to  the  Ad¬ 
ministrator  on  that  subject? 

Mr.  MANASCO.  We  did  personally. 
We  did  not  do  it  in  our  report.  We  did 
call  it  to  the  Administrator’s  f  ytention. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama? 

Mrs.  ROGERS  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Speaker,  reserving  the  right  to  object, 
may  I  say  that  Senator  O’Mahoney  in¬ 
troduced  the  first  and  original  bill  on  this 
matter.  I  introduced  a  companion  bill  in 
the  House  on  January  28. 

The  Senator’s  bill  passed  with  amend¬ 
ments  very  recently  in  the  Senate,  and  he 
wrote  me  the  following  letter  regard¬ 
ing  it: 

United  States  Senate, 

April  15,  1946. 

Hon.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers, 

The  House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Representative  Rogers:  You  were  good 
enough  to  Indicate  your  Interest  when,  last 
January,  I  introduced  a  bill  to  raise  the  rank 
and  broaden  the  scope  of  the  veterans’  pref¬ 
erence  and  you  introduced  a  companion  bill 
In  the  House. 

You  probably  noticed  that  the  Senate 
passed  the  bill  last  Friday  in  the  form  it 
finally  assumed  after  4  months’  study.  I  am 
enclosing  herewith,  for  your  information,  a 
copy  of  the  bill,  along  with  copies  of  the 
report  and  of  the  hearings. 

With  my  very  best  wishes. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Joseph  C.  O’Mahoney. 

I  am  delighted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  and  his  committee  has 
reported  out  what  I  consider  to  be  an 
Improved  bill  on  our  bills  because  of  more 
protection  to  the  veteran.  I  am  delighted 
it  has  passed.  I  have  spoken  in  the  House 
on  my  measure  a  good  many  times. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Manasco]? 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  Clerk  read  the  Senate  bill,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  section  16  of  the 
Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is  hereby 
amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"disposal  to  veterans 

"Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  pre¬ 
scribe  regulations  permitting  veterans  to  ac¬ 
quire  appropriate  quantities  of  surplus  prop¬ 
erty  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain 
their  own  small  business,  professional,  or 
agricultural  enterprises,  and  dispositions  of 
surplus  property  to  veterans  under  this  sec¬ 
tion  shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other  dis¬ 
posals  of  property  provided  for  in  this  act, 
except  transfers  to  Government  agencies  un¬ 
der  section  12. 

"(b)  The  Administrator  shall  cause  to  be 
set  aside  or  otherwise  to  be  made  available, 
for  such  period  or  periods  of  time  as  he  may 
determine,  appropriate  types  and  quantities 
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of  surplus  property  for  exclusive  disposal  to 
veterans  for  their  own  personal  use  or  to 
enable  them  to  establish  and  maintain  their 
own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricul¬ 
tural  enterprises.  The  Administrator  shall 
prepare  regulations  designed  to  achieve  the 
equitable  distribution  of  such  surplus  prop¬ 
erty  among  veterans.  In  selecting  any  types 
of  surplus  property  for  disposal  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection,  the 
Administrator  shall  give  due  consideration  to 
the  availability  of  adequate  facilities  for  and 
the  cost  of  the  distribution  of  such  surplus 
property.  The  Administrator  shall  from  time 
to  time  cause  to  be  compiled  and  publicized 
widely  information  as  to  the  types  and  quan¬ 
tities  of  such  surplus  property'  which  has  or 
will  become  available  within  a  given  period 
of  time  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  sub¬ 
section.” 

Sec.  2.  Subsection  (a)  of  section  12  there¬ 
of  is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following:  “except  disposals  un¬ 
der  section  16  (b).” 

Sec.  3.  Subsection  (f)  of  section  13  thereof 
is  hereby  amended  by  adding  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following:  "and  disposals  under 
section  16  and  subsection  (e)  of  section  18.” 

Sec.  4.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e) 
of  section  18  thereof  is  hereby  amended  to 
read  as  follows:  "The  disposal  of  surplus 
property  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given 
priority  immediately  following  transfers  to 
other  Government  agencies  under  section  12 
and  disposals  to  veterans  under  section  16. 
The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section  12 
shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made  under 
this  subsection.” 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  offer 
as  an  amendment  the  House  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Manasco: 
Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and 
Insert  the  following: 

"That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

"  'dispositions  to  veterans 

“ ’Sec.  16.  (a)  ’The  Administrator  shall  pre¬ 
scribe  regulations  to  effectuate  the  objectives 
of  this  act  to  aid  veterans  in  the  acquisition 
of  surplus  property,  in  appropriate  quanti¬ 
ties  and  types,  to  enable  them  to  establish 
and  maintain  their  own  small  business,  pro¬ 
fessional,  or  agricultural  enterprises.  Dis¬ 
posals  of  surplus  property  (except  real  prop¬ 
erty)  to  veterans  under  this  subsection  shall 
be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  of 
property  provided  for  in  this  act  except  trans¬ 
fers  to  Government  agencies  under  section 
12. 

“'(b)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
section  12  of  this  act,  the  Administrator  may 
cause  to  be  set  aside  or  otherwise  to  be  made 
available  quantities  and  types  of  any  surplus 
property,  except  real  property,  which  he  de¬ 
termines  to  be  appropriate  for  exclusive  dis¬ 
posal  to  veterans  for  their  own  personal  use, 
and  to  enable  them  to  establish  and  main¬ 
tain  their  own  small  business,  professional, 
or  agricultural  enterprises.  The  Administra¬ 
tor  shall  prescribe  regulations  designed  to 
achieve  the  equitable  distribution  of  such 
surplus  property  among  veterans.  In  select¬ 
ing  any  types  or  quantities  of  surplus  prop¬ 
erty  for  disposal  in  accordance  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  subsection,  the  Administrator 
shall  give  due  consideration  to  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  adequate  facilities  for  and  the  costs 
of  the  distribution  of  such  property.  The 
Administrator  shall  from  time  to  time  cause 
to  be  compiled  and  widely  publicized  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  the  types  and  quantities  of  such 
surplus  property  which  has  or  will  become 
available  within  a  given  period  of  time  for 
exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection. 
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“‘(c)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  a 
reasonable  time  of  not  less  than  15  days  after 
public  notice  during  which  property  offered 
to  veterans  under  this  section  shall  be  held 
for  disposal  to  them.’ 

“Sec.  2.  Section  12  (a)  of  the  Surplus 
Property  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

“  ‘(a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Adminis¬ 
trator  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  surplus 
property  from  one  Government  agency  to 
other  Government  agencies  for  their  own  use 
and  not  for  transfer  or  disposition:  and  the 
transfer  of  surplus  property  under  this  sec¬ 
tion  shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other 
disposals  provided  for  in  this  act,  except 
disposals  to  veterans  of  property  reserved  ex¬ 
clusively  for  veterans  under  subsection  (b)  of 
section  16  of  this  act.  The  Administrator 
shall  prescribe  a  reasonable  time  within 
which  Government  agencies  shall  exercise 
the  priority  provided  by  this  subsection,  but 
the  time  so  fixed  shall  not  exceed  20  days 
from  the  time  public  notice  Is  given  of  the 
availability  of  the  surplus  property  for  dis¬ 
posal  to  Government  agencies.’ 

“Sec.  3.  Section  12  (c)'  of  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

“‘(c)  The  disposal  agency  respon^ble  for 
any  such  property  shall  transfer  it  to  the 
Government  agency  acquiring  it  at  the  fair 
value  of  the  property  as  fixed  by  the  disposal 
agency,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
Administrator,  unless  transfer  without  re¬ 
imbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  is  author- 
izfed  under  subsection  (d)  of  this  section.’ 

“Sec.  4.  Section  12  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944  is  amended  by  adding  a  new 
subsection  (d)  to  read  as  follows: 

“  ‘(d)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
section  34  (a)  of  this  act,  no  Government 
agency  may  transfer  any  property  to  any 
other  Government  agency  without  reim¬ 
bursement  or  transfer  of  funds  under  au¬ 
thority  of  any  law  approved  prior  to  June 
22,  1944.  Any  disposal  agency  may  transfer 
surplus  property  to  a  Government  agency 
without,  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds 
whenever  a  transfer  on  such  terms  by  the 
owning  agency  (by  which  such  property  was 
declared  surplus)  would  be  authorized  by  any 
law  approved  subsequent  to  June  21,  1944, 
to  be  made  to  the  Government  agency  de¬ 
siring  such  property.’ 

“Sec.  5.  Section  13  (f)  of  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

“  ‘(f)  The  disposal  of  surplus  property  un¬ 
der  this  section  to  States  and  political  sub¬ 
divisions  and  instrumentalities  thereof  shall 
be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals  of 
property  provided  for  in  this  act,  except 
transfer's  to  Government  agencies  under  sec¬ 
tion  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under  sec¬ 
tion  16  and  purcharses  made  under  subsec¬ 
tion  (e)  of  section  18:  Provided,  That  the  ' 
Administrator  may  prescribe  a  reasonable 
time  during  which  such  priority  shall  be 
exercised.’ 

“Sec.  6.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection 
(e)  of  section  18  thereof  Is  hereby  amended 
to  read  as  follows:  ‘Tlie  disposal  of  surplus 
property  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given 
priority  immediately  following  transfers  to 
other  Government  agencies  under  section 
12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under  section  16. 
The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  section  ; 
12  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made  un-  } 
der  this  subsection.’  ’’ 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed.  ■ 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  that  the  title  be 
amended. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama? 

There  was  no  objection. 


The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Without 
objection,  the  proceedings  whereby  the 
House  bill,  H.  R.  6157,  was  passed  are 
vacated  and  the  bill  laid  on  the  table. 

There  was  no  objection. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

genial'  IJBAVE  ‘  to  'iS’TEND  ‘KfiM'AKKS' 

Mr.  MANASCO.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  that  all  Members 
may  have  five  legislative  days  in  which  to 
extitod  their  remarks  on  the  bill  just 
passM. 

The.,  SPEAKER  pro  tempre.  Is  there 
objectilin  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama? 

There  V  as  no  objection. 

EXTENSION  OP  REMARKS 

Mr.  MAHON  asked  and  was  given  per¬ 
mission  to  revise  and  extend  the  remarks 
he  made  eariier  in  the  day. 

Mr.  WASIELEWSKI  asked  and  was 
given  permission  to  extend  his  remarks 
in  the  Record  in  three  instances  and  in¬ 
clude  newspaper  articles  in  each. 

Mr.  FLANNAGAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  a 
day  or  two  ago  I  obtained  unanimous 
consent  to  extend  my  remarks  in  the 
Record  and  include  an  address  by  Mr. 
Joseph  N.  Cridlin.  I  am  informed  by 
the  Public  Printer  that  this  will  exceed 
two  pages  of  the  Record  and  will  cost 
$150,  but  I  ask  that  it  be  printed  not¬ 
withstanding  that  fact. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Without 
objection,  notwithstanding  the  cost,  the 
extension  may  be  made. 

There  was  no  objection. 

[The  matter  referred  to  appears  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  JUDD  asked  and  was  given  per,- 
mission  to  extend  his  remarks  in  the 
Record  in  two  instances  and  include  cer¬ 
tain  extraneous  matter. 

Mr.  WEICHEL  asked  and  was  given 
permission  to  extend  his  remarks  in  the 
Record.' 

Mr.  LANE  asked  and  was  given  per¬ 
mission  to  extend  his  remarks  in  the 
Record  and  include  a  letter  from  a  con¬ 
stituent. 

Mr.  PHILBIN  asked  and  was  given 
permission  to  extend  his  remarks  in  the 
Record  and  include  two  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Massachusetts  General 
Court. 

Mr.  LaFOLLETTE  a^ed  and  was  given 
permission  to  extend  his  remarks  in  the 
Record. 

Mr.  LaFOLLETTE.  Mr.  Speaker,  un¬ 
der  previous  order  I  was  granted  40  min¬ 
utes  today.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  in  lieu  of  taking  that  order,  I  may 
extend  my  remarks  in  the  point  of  the 
Record  where  that  order  would  appear. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana? 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  LUDLOW  asked  and  was  given 
permission  to  extend  his  remarks  in  the 
Record  and  include  two  letters. 

Mr.  PATMAN  asked  and  was  given  per¬ 
mission  to  extend  his  reniarks  in  the 
Record  on  five  subjects. 

SPECIAL  ORDER  GRANTED 

Mr.  HOLIFIELD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  that  today,  following 


any  special  orders  heretofore  entered,  I' 
be  permitted  to  addi’ess  the  House  for  30 
minutes.  / 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  California?  / 

There  was  no  objection.  / 

Mr.  LUDLOW.  Mr.  Speaker^/ 1  ask 
unanimous  consent  that  today,  following 
any  special  orders  heretofore  entered,  I 
be  permitted  to  address  the  House  for  15 
minutes. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempcffe.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  request  of  jfhe  gentleman 
from  Indiana?  / 

There  was  no  objection 
Mr.  GRANGER.  Mcf  Speaker,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  th^  today,  following 
any  special  orders  h9retofore  granted,  I 
be  permitted  to  add^ss  the  House  for  30 
minutes.  ' 

The  SPEAKER  m’o  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  the /request  of  the  gentle¬ 
man  from  Utah^ 

There  was  no  objection. 

INVESTIGATION  BY  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
JUDICIARY 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  call  up 
House  Resolution  430  arid  ask  for  its  im¬ 
mediate  consideration. 

The  0erk  read  the  resolution,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judi¬ 
ciary, 'acting  as  a  whole  or  by  subcommittee, 
is  authorized  and  directed  to  make  a  thor¬ 
ough  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances 
with  respect  to  the  disposition  of  the  chai'ges 
of  espionage  and  the  possession  of  documents 
stolen  from  secret  Government  files  which 
'were  made  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investi¬ 
gation  against  the  following  individuals: 
Philip  J.  Jaffe,  Kate  L.  Mitchell,  John  Stewart 
Service,  Emmanuel  Sigurd  Larson,  Andrew 
Roth,  and  Mark  Gayn.  * 

The  committee  shall  report  to  the  House 
(or  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  if  the  House 
is  not  in  session)  as  soon  as  practicable  dur¬ 
ing  the  present  Congress  the  results  of  its 
Investigation,  together  with  such  recom¬ 
mendations  as  it  deems  necessary. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  resolution  the  committee,  or  any 
subcommittee  thereof,  is  authorized  to  sit 
and  act  at  such  times  and  places  within  the 
United  States,  whether  or  not  the  House  is 
sitting,  has  recessed,  or  has  adjourned,  to 
hold  such  hearings,  to  require  by  subpena  or 
otherwise  the  attendance  of  such  witnesses 
and  the  production  of  such  books,  papers, 
records,  and  documents,  and  to  take  such 
testimony  as  it  deems  necessary.  Subpenas 
may  be  issued  over  the  signature  of  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  or  any  member  desig¬ 
nated  by  him,  and  may  be  served  by  any  per¬ 
son  designated  by  such  chairman  or  member. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  Mr.  Speaker,  will  the 
gentleman  yield?' 

Mr.  COX.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  was  wondering  why 
this  resolution  was  not  made  broad 
enough  to  cover  all  those  individuals  who 
have  been  stealing  or  destroying  records 
in  the  various  departments. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  know.  I  am  sorry 
I  cannot  answer  that  question.  This 
resolution  is  sponsored  by  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Dondero]. 

Mr.  RANKIN.  I  was  just  wondering 
why  it  was  limited  to  certain  individuals 
when  there  are  others  that  are  just  as 
guilty,  and  why  not  ‘amend  it,  after  re¬ 
citing  these  names,  to  say  “and  others,” 
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spect,  to  supervise.  The  churches  of 
America  can  help  by  joining  with  the 
churches  of  other  countries  to  throw  their 
weight  against  the  tragic  race  for  arma¬ 
ments  which  may  well  begin.  We  must 
v/ork  together,  one  nation  with  another, 
to  assure  the  world  at  large  that  brother¬ 
ly  love  is  not  an  empty  phrase  to  be  placed 
in  a  frame  and  forgotten.  Tire  cloud 
which  rose  above  Hiroshima  still  hangs 
over  the  world.  The  United  Nations  is 
our  only  hope  to  dispell  the  shadow  it  has 
cast  so  that  we  may  live  in  the  sun  again. 

The  churches  who  are  the  spiritual 
leaders  of  the  world  can,  and  I  am  sure 
will  take  the  lead  in  establishing  perma¬ 
nent  peace  upon  this  earth  by  channel¬ 
ing  this  tremendous  atomic  energy  for 
the  benefit,  heaith,  and  growth  of  the  hu¬ 
man  race.  Through  the  voice  of  the 
church  the  people  will  be  informed  and 
in  turn  their  representatives  in  govern¬ 
ment  will  take  heed.  Let  us  all  pray  for 
peace. 
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other  items  our  armed  forces  found  they 
could  do  without. 

Action  has  already  been  too  long  de¬ 
layed.  The  discontented  whispers  of  last 
October  have  mounted  into  a  tremendous 
clamor.  Our  returned  heroes  are  disap¬ 
pointed,  infuriated,  and  just  plain  fed 
up  with  excuses. 

I  hope  the  House  will  show  over¬ 
whelmingly  its  desire  to  correct  this  in¬ 
justice  by  approving  unanimously  today 
H.  R.  6157,  that  the  Senate  will  accord 
the  bill’s  provisions  its  speedy  concur¬ 
rence,  and  that  Presidential  approval  will 
be  forthcoming  at  once. 
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Disposal  of  Surplus  Property 


EXTENSION  OP  REMARKS 

OF 

HON.  LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON 

OF  TEXAS 

IN  TH3  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday,  April  18.  1946 

Mr.  LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON.  Mr. 
Speaker,  when  demobilization  of  our 
armed  forces  commenced  in  earnest  after 
VJ-day  last  year;  we  began  to  hear 
whispers  of  discohtent  from  veterans  that  ^  ' 
the  priority  given  them  by  the  Surplus  "*■ 
Property  Act  of  1944  was  not  working  out 
the  way  we  had  intended.  The  veteran 
was  getting  the  cold  shoulder  from  all 
the  disposal  agencies.  Invariably  he  was 
told  one  of  two  things — either  that  the 
Federal  Government,  State  agencies,  lo¬ 
cal  instrumentah^ties,  and  nonprofit  or¬ 
ganizations  had  beat  him  to  the  draw  or 
that  he  could  not  have  the  equipment 
because  it  would  not  help  him  make  a 
profit  in  his  business. 

I  talked  the  situation  over  with  the 
veterans  as  well  as  with  our  surplus  prop¬ 
erty  oflBcials  and  introduced  a  bill,  H.  R. 
4793,  which  I  felt  would  remedy  both  of 
these  situations.  My  bill  provided  that 
the  veterans  would  have  the  top  priority 
for  purchase  of  surplus  goods  after  the 
needs  of  the  Federal  Government  had 
been  taken  care  of  and  that  he  could  buy 
surplus  materials  for  his  own  use  with¬ 
out  proving  their  value  to  his  business. 
These  amendments  seemed  to  remove  the 
two  restrictions  which  were  making  vet¬ 
erans’  priority  a  sham. 

Five  long  months  have  passed.  During 
that  time  many  of  our  colleagues  joined 
me  by  introducing  identical  and  similar 
legislation. 

We  finally  have  a  bill  before  us  to 
straighten  out  this  mess.  Although  some 
additions  have  been  made,  this  bill  is 
basically  the  one  I  introduced  last  No¬ 
vember.  It  corrects  most  adequately  the 
two  weaknesses  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  which  have  plagued  every  veteran 
who  had  his  eye  on  a  jeep,  a  camera,  a 
typewriter,  or  any  of  the  million  and  one 


^X'TENSION  OF  REMARKS 

OF 

HON.  ELLIS  E.  PATTERSON 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday,  April  18, 1946 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
would  like  to  speak  to  you  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  tragic  ^conditions  in  Europe 
and  the  East  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
already  too  late,  I  am  told,  to  save  all 
the  people  who  are  now  on  the  brink  of 
starvation.  To  do  the  minimum  neces¬ 
sary  is  just  as  much  a  problem  of  plan¬ 
ning  and  logistics  as  was  the  war  we  have 
so  recently  won.  Can  we  refuse  to  lend 
our  genius  to  this  new  war?  Do  we  dare 
to  say  that  we  can  plan  to  destroy  life  / 
but  are  not  willing  to  plan  to  save  life’'' 

I  know  well  that  Americans  are  willin/ 
and  anxious  to  share.  But  the'  crisos 
‘cannot  be  met  by  gestures  of  good  \ylll, 
no  matter  how  earnestly  intended.  /)ur 
people  must  have  Government  h^p  to 
assure  that  their  sacrifices  will  byeffec¬ 
tive.  They  have  a  right  to  kngw  thaA 
the  bread  they  do  not  eat  wjfl  mean  ' 
bread  in  the  mouths  of  the  starjrtng.  Mr. 
Hoover’s  plan  of  voluntary  rationing  can¬ 
not  possibly  fulfill  these  ybbligations. 
The  bread  the  housewife  i^es  not  buy 
will  go  stale  on  the  shelyes.  Can  we 
then  wrap  it  up  and  shj^)  it  overseas? 

It  has  been  said  that  if  livery  American 
.man,  woman,  and  child ^aved  a  teaspoon 
of  fat  a  day  it  woulcy  mean  a  million 
pounds  a  day  to  fe^  the  women  and 
!  children  of  starving  Countries.  But  who 
Us  going  around  to  yilect  it?  Mr.  Hoov- 
■er’s  invisible  guest/  whom  he  wishes  we 
would  invite  to  ev/ry  meal,  would  be  well 
fed  if  he  could  ^tually  sit  at  table  with 
;US.  But  he  is  thousands  of  miles  over- 
;seas.  Can  this  guest  wait  until  the 
‘housewives’  generosity  is  reflected  back 
through  her  grocer,  to  the  wholesaler,  to 
;the  industry,  and  finally  to  the  UNRRA 
■purchasing  agent?  No,  he  will  be  dead 
2  by  then. 

;  There  are  two  levels  of  action  which 
will  provide  the  relief  we  want  to  give. 
First,  there  must  be  set-asides  at  the 
sourc/  of  fats,  oils,  and  cereal  grains. 

overnment  must  make  these  foods 
ava  .able  to  UNRRA  and  not  force 
RA  to  compete  in.  the  open  market 
the  lives  of  little  children.  Second, 
assure  that  we  ourselves  are  fairly 


Itreated,  that  some  of  us  do  not  continue 
'in  plenty  and  others  in  need,  we  must 
'^plan  to  resume  some  rationing.  It  has 
been  said  that  this  would  be  too  difficult, 
;that  it  would  take  too  long.  It  has  been 
‘said  that  the  crisis  is  only  a  matter  of 
:a  few  months,  so  we  do  not  need  to  take 
:  long-term  measures.  This  is  the  wildest' 
.sort  of  optimism,  based  on  political  wish- 
.  ful  thinking.  The  devastated  ^eas  can- 
;not  possibly  be  expected  tp  produce 
■'enough  food  by  the  end  of  this  year  to 
;  carry  them  through  another'^winter.  'We 
)  must  face  the  fact  that  rformalcy  is  a 
’thing  in  the  future  and  that  we  cannot 
;  yet  go  back  to  the  days  \^hen  our  imagi- 
‘  nation  was  our  only  restriction.  Certain 
foods  will  be  scarce,  for  another  18 
months  if  we  are  to  extend  our  help  and 
our  thanks  to  the  people  who  need  and 
deserve  them. 

There  are  many  ways  in  which  we 
Could  move  to  alleviate  suffering  and 
prevent  death.  Far  greater  quantities 
of  rice  could  .fie  allocated  for  export. 
Linseed  oil  anjd  copra  could  be  saved  for 
edible  use  instead  of  being  turned  into 
paints  and  sPap.  There  should  be  inter¬ 
national  a}/ocation  of  cereal  grains  and 
flour. 

The  Combined  Food  Board  should  be 
expand^W  to  include  other  countries 
which  .yCould  supply  food.  Price  control 
must  be  extended  and  remain  a  function 
of  the  OPA.  Every  rise  in  price  means 
a  devaluation  of  UNRRA’s  dollars. 

America  eats  more  richly  and  fully 
than  any  country  in  the  world.  This 
year  we  will  eat  165  pounds  of  meat — 40 
-more  than  before  the  war.  Meat  con- 
-  sumption  in  the  average  UNRRA  coun¬ 
try  is  9*4  pounds  per  person,  and  yet 
we  have  turned  over  to  UNRRA  only 
3  percent  of  our  commitments  for  the 
first  quarter  of  this  year.  It  is  estimated 
that  for  every  million  tons  of  wheat 
withheld  from  the  starving  countries  in 
the  next  6  months  20,000,000  people  will 
die.  We  are  50  percent  behind  on  our 
commitments  of  wheat.  Americans  will 
get  45  pounds  of  f^ts  for  this  year. 
Only  20  pounds  are  necessary  to  main¬ 
tain  life,  yet  Poland  will  have  only  3 
pounds  per  person. 

While  we  sit  here,  people  are  dying. 
In  the  face  of  our  plenty,  of  our  desire 
and  obligation  to  help,  how  can  we  say 
any  measure  is  “not  necessary” — that 
anything  is  “too  difficult”? 


Central  Valley  Project 


EXTENSION.  OP  REMARKS 

OF 

JERRY  VOORHIS 

OF  CALIFORNIA 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday,  April  18, 1946 

Mr.  VOORHIS  of  California.  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  discussion  in  the  House  today 
of  the  War  Department  civil  functions 
appropriation  bill,  there  was  not  sufficient 
time  for  every  interested  Member  to 
speak.  I  was  not  able  to  do  so."'.  But 
I  want  to  state  here  in  the  Record  that 
my  understanding  of  the  provisions  of 
the  conference  report  for  the  Kings  River 
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Dam  in  California  is  the  same  as  that  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  debate.  I  understood  that 
th^language  of  the  Flood  Control  Act 
of  1944,  together  with  that  added  by  the 
conference  committee,  will  assure  that  on 
the  Kinks  River  project  the  provisions  of 
the  reclarhation  laws  will  control  the  op¬ 
eration  and,  repayment.  The  reclama¬ 
tion  law  will,-  as  I  understand  it,  be  ap¬ 
plied  here,  as  iti,  is  another  multiple-pur¬ 
pose  water  con^rvation  and  flood  con¬ 
trol  project,  already  a  part  of  the  Central 
Valley  project.  It'ys  clearly  most  im¬ 
portant  that  a  uniform  policy  govern  all 
Federal  water  development  projects  in 
this  area. 


Same  Old  Bait 


EXTENSION  OP  REMARKS 

OF 

HON.  ROY  0.  WOODRUFF 

OP  MICHIGAN 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday,  April  18, 1946 

Mr.  WOODRUFF.  Mr.  Speaker,  under 
permission  to  extend  my  remarks  in  the 
Record,  I  include  the  following  editorial: 

SAME  OLD  BAIT 

While  admittedly  honest  men  can  disagree 
as  to  the  desirability  of  further  loans,  sub¬ 
sidies,  and  grants-in-aid  to  the  United  King¬ 
dom  under  its  Socialist  administration,  there 
is  no  excuse  for  double  dealing  and  for  mis¬ 
leading  the  American  public. 

Specifically,  as  a  quid  pro  quo  for  the 
$4,400,000,000  loan,  in  addition  to  efiacement 
of  the  British  $25,000,000,000  lend-lease  ob¬ 
ligation  to  the  United  States  Government,  it 
has  been  suggested  that  the  British  had  more 
or  less  committed  themselves  to  a  course  of 
reduction  of  tariff  barriers  and  possible  ulti¬ 
mate*  elimination  of  imperial  preference. 

Remarks  on  this  subject  have  been  oblique, 
rather  than  direct,  but  they  definitely  expose 
a  propaganda  technique. 

For  example,  when  the  British  loan  was 
arranged  on  December  7  last,  the  New  York 
Times  reported: 

“The  British  agree  to  a  set  of  liberal  trade 
principles,  comprising  a  document  analogous 
in  the  world  trade  field  to  the  Dumbarton 
Oaks  agreement  in  the  international  political 
field.” 

This  observation  was  based  on  the  jotrtt 
statement  of  the  United  States  and  the  UnJ'ted 
Kingdom  regarding  the  understanding 
reached  on  commercial  policy.  The  two 
countries  agreed  to  negotiate  for  the,purpose 
of  developing  concrete  arrangemen-ts  for  re¬ 
laxation  of  trade  barriers  of  all  kinds. 

While  Britain  plainly  retained  some  free¬ 
dom  of  action  and  decision  as  to  how  much 
she  wanted  to  liberalize  her.  own  trade  bar¬ 
riers.  much  has  been  made  in  recent  propa¬ 
ganda  of  the  fact  that  Britain’s  adherence  to 
this  program  represented  a  new  achievement, 
and  constituted  a  strong  argument  for  mak¬ 
ing  the  loan. 

*  But  it  was  misleading  to  give  the  impres¬ 
sion  that  a  new  Mncession  had  been  wrung 
from  Britain,  as  ^  inducement  to  the  United 
States  to  make^he  loan. 

For  in  the'  master  lend-lease  agreement 
early  in  the'^war  Great  Britain  had  already 
committecj/'herself  in  far  more  rigid  terms  to 
such  an  economic  and  trade  policy. 

For  example,  article  VII  of  the  master  lend- 
lease^/agreements  provides  “for  agreed  ac¬ 
tion’  •  «  •  open  to  participation  by  all 

other  countries  of  like  mind,  directed  •  •  * 
to  the  elimination  of  all  forms  of  discrimina¬ 
tory  treatment  in  international  commerce. 


and  to  the  reduction  of  tariffs  and  other 
trade  barriers.” 

Thus,  the  December  1945  joint  statement 
of  the  two  Governments  on  reduction  of 
trade  barriers  and  discriminatory  policies 
adds  nothing  to  the  commitment  assumed 
earlier  in  the  lend-lease  documents. 

The  only  significant  addition  is  that  a 
conference  is  to  be  called  to  discuss  these  sub¬ 
jects. 

Yet,  in  face  of  the  record.  Secretary  Vinson, 
propagandizing  for  the  loan  in  a  speech  be¬ 
fore  the  North  Carolina  Newspaper  Institute 
at  Chapel  Hill,  said: 

“The  repayment  of  the  loan  and  interest, 
moreover,  is  not  all  of  the  consideration  or 
benefit  that  the  United  States  receives  under 
this  financial  agreement  *  •  *.  Britain 

promises  to  avoid  trade  controis  which  would 
discriminate  against  American  products.” 

It  is  fudging  the  record  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear  that  a  foreign  government,  as  a  con¬ 
sideration  for  a  new  loan,  is  accepting  a  new 
principle,  which  in  truth  it  already  had  em¬ 
braced  years  earlier  as  an  inducement  for  the 
huge  lend-lease  advances. 

Yet,  in  lace  of  such  loose  argument,  some 
members  of  the  British  Parliament  made  it 
appear  that,  in  making  this  concession, 
Britain  was  at  this  time  losing  its  freedom 
of  action.  / 

In  seeking  to  clarify  the  record,  we  are  nqt 
kt  this  time  dealing  with  the  broader  ques- 
tlhp.  as  to  why  we  have  to  bribe  a  for,eign 
coui^^try  to  adopt  economic  theories  jwhlch 
their' advocates  contend  are  mutually  bene¬ 
ficial.  '  , 

The  public  will  be  subject  to  ejcploltation 
and  abuse'vuntil  politicians  are  h§Id  to  stand¬ 
ards  of  corrlmon  accuracy  and  ^ectness. 


Farmers  Need  Air  D^^velopment  and 
Expanded  Aii^-Mail  Services 


EXTENSICMfl  OP  REMARKS 


HON.^ROLD  C.  HAGEN 

y  OF  MINNESOTA 

IN  TH^/koUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES 

/  Thursday,  April  18, 1946 

M/.  HAGEN.  Mr.  Speaker,  leading 
farm  organizations  of  the  United  States 
mve  recorded  their  recognition  of  4he 
.'i'alue  of  aviation  developments,  parv^ 
ticularly  as  itjiertains  to  the  welfare,  of ' 
the  farmers. 

The  American  Farm  Bureau  Federa¬ 
tion,  representing  985.000  farm  families, 
haS^aken  a  very  definite  stand  in  behalf 
of  the  expansion  and  development  of  au’ 
service  and  air  power.  They  have  placed 
emphasis  on  the  fact  that  the  time  is  not 
too  far  away  when  many  perishable  farm 
commodities  will  be  transported  by  air. 

The  National  Grange,  which  represents 
750,000  farm  families,  has  also  gone  on 
record  in  behalf  of  development  of  air 
transportation.  A  third  great  farm 
group,  the  National  Council  of  Farm  Co¬ 
operatives,  speaking  in  behalf  of  2,300,000 
farmer  consumers,  has  recently  passed 
a  resolution  stating  that  they  favor  the 
preservation  and  maintenance  of  tech¬ 
nological  improvement  and  scientific  ad¬ 
vances  in  all  modes  of  transportation. 

For  many  years  I  have  been  particu¬ 
larly  interested  in  the  development  of 
air  transportation  and  air-mail  service, 
and  during  this  session  of  Congress  I 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  5427)  providing 
that  all  domestic  air-mail  letters  mailed 


within  the  United  States  and  its  posses-' 
sions  and  Territories  be  transmitte^ht 
the  same  rate  for  each  ounce  or  fra^on 
thereof  as  it  now  is  within  the  c^ntry 
itself.  This  will  mean  that  an  a^-mail 
letter  can  be  sent  to  or  from  2^  one  of 
our  States,  Territories,  possjjssions,  or 
the  Canal  Zone  for  the  san^ price. 

I  also  introduced  a  bij^ H.  R.  4735, 
to  provide  for  a  UnitedjBtates  air-mail 
post  card  and  to  auttrorize  the  trans¬ 
mission  by  air  mail  private  mailing 
cards.  This  legisl^on  has  received  a 
great  deal  of  fai^able  comment  from 
many  authoritaUye  sources. 

I  am  also  co^inced  that  the  rate  of 
postage  on  mdil  should  be  reduced 
because  of  J!ne  increased  volume.  For 
that  reas^,  I  introduced  a  bill  to  the 
effect  th^the  rate  shall  be  reduced  from 
8  cents/to  5  cents  for  each  ounce  or 
fract^  thereof.  This  bill  is  H.  R.  4734. 

Tire  March  issue  of  Planes  carried  a 
^ftificant  statement  by  Mr.  Edward  A. 
O'Neal,  president  of  the  American  Farm 
/'Rureau  Federation.  Planes  is  the  offi¬ 
cial  publication  of  the  Aircraft  Indus¬ 
tries  Association  of  America,  Inc.  Mr. 
O’Neal’s  article  is  reprinted  herewith: 

AMERICAN  FARMER  WANTS  AIR  LEADERSHIP - 

O’NEAL 

(By  Edward  A.  O'Neal,  president,  American 
Farm  Bureau  Federation) 

The  United  States  farmer  has  a  deep  in¬ 
terest  in  aeronautical  research,  and  he  wants 
it  continued  at  a  high  level;  first,  because  he 
realizes  that  this  country  must  maintain  its 
leadership  in  aerial  technology  for  security 
reasons,  and  second,  because  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  he  will  use  air  transport  increasingly  for 
travel  and  for  shipping  certain  commodities. 

I’m  quite  sure  that  farmers  devoutly  hope 
that  this  country  will  never  again  be  caught 
so  vulnerable  to  attack  as  we  were  on  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  1941.  Farmers  know  that  just  a  few 
billions  spent  on  air  power  previous  to  that 
time  v/ould  have  saved  uncounted  biilions  in 
wealth  and  many  precious  American  lives. 

Fate  has  catapulted  our  country  into  a  po¬ 
sition  of  world  leadership.  We  cannot  dis¬ 
charge  the  responsibilities  which  that  leader¬ 
ship  imposes  unless  we  maintain  our  position 
as  the  foremost  air  power  of  the  world. 

The  course  of  world  history  during  the  next 
century  wiii  depend  largely  on  what  we  do  in 
this  country.  If  anyone  believes  that  the 
;  'farmers  of  America  favor  a  policy  of  living  to 
\ourselves  alone,  such  a  person  is  tragicaliy 
mistaken. 

The  advent  of  the  low-cost,  safe,  and  easily 
fioi^  plane  means  a  lot  to  farm  and  ranch 
peop}%.  Farm  boys,  most  of  whom  are  me¬ 
chanically  minded  to  a  notable  degree,  take 
to  air  travel  as  a  duck  takes  to  water.  Planes 
are  now  Hi  use  for  dusting,  seeding,  range 
patrol,  coycHie  hunting,  and  many  other  uses. 
Plane  transportation  of  high-quality,  perish¬ 
able  foods  offe«  some  Interesting  possibili¬ 
ties.  It’s  my  goess  that  10  years  from  now 
farmers  will  be  uShig  air  transportation  to  a 
degree  that  few  peotele  envision  today. 

FARMERS  BACK  Alfe  DEVELOPMENT 

Leading  farm  organiza^ons  of  the  United 
States  have  recorded  their\ecognltion  of  the 
value  of  aviation  developma 

The  American  Farm  BurS^  Federation 
represents  985,000  farm  famines  and  says, 
“Transportation  of  farm  and  otner  products 
by  air  is  here.  Its  relative  impoD^nce  will 
be  measured  only  by  time,  vision,  improve¬ 
ments  and  freedom  of  opportunity  to^pand. 
Speed,  reduction  in  refrigeration  and  the  con¬ 
stantly  lowering  rates  wit’"'  increased  services 
are  among  the  factors  indicating  that  ever 
increasing  tonnages  will  bo  moved  by  alr,”\ 
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(pp.  4139-^0).  , 
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/aended  its  drive  to  enforce  sog^  regulations,  and  included  a  oour  uocision 

■/.  an  ellegcd  case  (pp.  4127-9.)*.  - - - - . . 

4.  SURPLUS  PROPERTY;  VETERANS.  Agreed  to  the  House  amendments  to  S.  1757,  to  m^e 
veterans’  priorities  next  to  those  of  the  f 

tain.PfSTrsPpal  pyfpOJ’ty  be  set  ^ays  within\diich  the  -Govern- 

provide  for  a  time  limxt  of  not  over  20  property 

ment  agencies  must  exercise  their  priori  les,  an  p  -  funds. on  author- 

between  Government  agencies, without  relnbursemen  or  -hill  will  no be  =ent 

■  Ity  of  any  law  appro«d  before  iine  22.13h4,(pp.  UllO-3).  This  bill  uill  nor  .en 
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Sen.  Banger,  N.Dak.,  discussed  living  costs  in  Alaska,  including  talul^ions.  o 
the  subject  (pp.  4l4l-3). 


7.  ■  ‘''’ETERAITS.  Agreed  to  the  conference  report  on  S,  1152,  to  effectue^to  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  G-I  Bill  of  Rights  in  D,  C,  (p.  4l5l)»  . 7  .  '  ' 

S.'  BbREIGN  Sen,  Mead-,  ■  N-.  Y.  ,•  spolce  on  LTNRRA' s  needs  in  ord^$r  to  -cariy  out 

its  foreign-relief  program- (pp** 4l 47-50 ) • 

9.  ''LMi>-USE  PLMITIITG,  Sen.  .Banger,  iuBalci,  inserted  a  N.  l)ak,/ Agricultural  Advis¬ 

ory  Council  resolution  urging  ■  that  provisions  he  made  to^^esumo  .local  land-use 
planning  _(p,  4107)  *  7'  .  - 

10.  'RSSEATICH;  atomic  ENERGY.  The  -Special  Atomic  Energy  Cpmmittee  reported  with  an 

amendment  S.  I7I7,  f’oi’  the  develounent  and  control  ,Pf  atomic  energy  (.S.  Rept. 

_  .  1211)  (p.  4107). 


.11.  PHIBIPPINE  REHAB  IB  IT  AT  ION.  Agreed  to  conference'  report  on  S,  lolO,  to  provide 
for  the.  reha7)ilitation  of  the  Philippines  4ll3-5)  •  The  House,  has.  not  acte 

on  the  report.  ■  .  *  ' 

12.  ¥AR  BEPARTMENT  CIVIB  APPROPRIATIOH  BIBB,  Agreed  to  the  conference  report  and. 
the  amendments  in  disagreement  on  this  hill,  H.R.  5400,  which  includes  flood- 
control  aupropriations  for  the  VJai*-.  Beuartment  (pp.  4ll4-5) .  This  hill  will  now 
De  sent  to  the  President.  ■ 

13*  ABJCURNEB  until  Mon.,  Apr.  22  (p,  4l5ii^)»  .  .  - 

■  ./House'  .  '  •  '  ’ 

HOT  IH  SESSION.  Next  meeting  Tues.,/Apr.  30* 

14.  BUBLBINGS  ANB  GROUNBS.  ,  In  rg^orting  H.R.  54o7  (s.ee  Bigest  .Jl)  to  gra.nt 'EWA' cer- 
‘‘  tain  povrers  with  respect -t^- site  acquisition,  .'huilding  construction,  purchase 

of '  huildihgsj  etc.,  the  P^;^lic  Buildings  and  Grounds  Committee  struck  out  the 
provision  granting  .the  ^^mmissioncr  of  Public  Buildings  exclusive -authority  to 
enter  into'  food  controls  in -Governraent;  buildings. '- 

BIBBS  lilTROBUCEB  -  ,7  .  .  , 

15,  PERSOIUlEB.;  U-tPBOYl-J^T.— 6206  (  s.ee 'Blgest  "72)  would,  repnal,  the  provision  of 

law  which  prevents  a  retired  commissioned  officer  of  the  ^^S.-  from  holding  a 
civilian  offipe  or  position  in  thcEoderal  seryice  if  the  s'^ary  comhlacd- with 
his  retired  Pay  exceeds  $5,  .000,  ^  qnd  -amends,  by  including,  personnel  *  o?*^fhe  Public 
Health  Service  and  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey,  the«-provision  exempting  re-' 
tired  personnel  from  the  prohibition  against  holding  any-  other- p^gverament  eleo- 
tive  or -'appo intive  position  to  v/hich  compensation  is  attached  vaiilp  already 
employed  at  a  salary  of  $2,500.  ..  . 


16.  EORE^RY.  H.R,  6201  (see  Bigest  72)  establishes  a  Eranklin  Belano  Ro.ospvelt 

Memorial  Redwood  Eorest  in  Calif*;  outhorizes  this  Bepartment.  to  coopor'ate  wilt 
Galif,  recreation  industries  and  to.  provide  suitable  roads,  treuls,  recreation 
/areas,  etc.  and  train  and  provide  personnel  to  aid  in  the  use  and- onjoyment  'of 
^  the  forest;  authorizes  this  Bepartment  to  acquire  ’la,nds  for -the '“site  of  theV 
memorial,  the  Interior  Bepartment  to  administer  the  memorial  units  'of  the  foi^' 
est-  and  log  cutting  c.r  harvesting  and  utilizatio'h  of  forest  products  t-o  be 
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tative  understanding  yesterday,  first  to 
take  up  the  conference  report  yesterday 
afternoon,  and  then  to  take  it  up  this 
morning.  I  think  that,  so  far  as  a  check 
has  shown,  there  is  today  as  large  a  rep¬ 
resentation  as  there  is  likely  to  be,  in 
view  of  the  recess  which  has  been  taken 
by  the  other  body,  which  does  not  affect 
us  and  yet  I  think  has  resulted  in  the 
prospective  departure  during  the  Easter 
season  of  some  of  our  colleagues.  I  see 
now  before  me  one  of  our  distinguished 
colleagues  [Mr.  Overton],  who  Is  acting 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com¬ 
merce  during  the  illness  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bailey].  I 
know  he  is  leaving,  and  I  think  there 
are  other  Senators  who  are  leaving  the 
coming  week.  The  Senator  from  Lou¬ 
isiana  has  supported  the  viewpoint  of 
the  Senator  from  Nevada.  So  he  may 
find  that  he  will  lose  some  votes.  I  think 
It.  would  be  very  much  better  to  dispose 
of  the  conference  report  today  and  get 
It  out  of  the  way. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  To  be  very  frank 
with  the  Senator  from  Maine,  I  should 
like  very  much  to  get  it  out  of  the  way 
and  dispose  of  it,  but  I  know  there  are 
Senators  on  both  sides  of  the  aisle  who 
have  given  a  great  deal  of  consideration 
to  the  subject,  and  I  am  loath  to  bring 
it  up  at  a  time  when  there  are  so  few 
present  and  when  I  know  that  between 
now  and  3  o’clock  there  will  be  many 
Senators  who  will  have  to  absent  them¬ 
selves.  Therefore,  I  am  asking  for  the 
unanimous-consent  agreement. 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  Mr.  President,  if  I 
may  interject  here,  there  were  sugges¬ 
tions  yesterday  in  connection  witlrthis 
matter  that  we  should  not  have  a  ses¬ 
sion  today,  but,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
we  have  important  legislation  before  us, 
and  that  other  legislation  will  begin  to 
pile  UP  soon,  it  seemed  to  me  that  we 
ought  to  have  a  session  today.  Some 
Senators  indicated  to  me  that  they 
would  like  to  be  absent  today.  I  do  not 
know  how 'they  will  vote  on  this  matter. 
I  myself  rather  urged  that  we  consider 
and  dispose  of  the  conference  report. 
I  did  not  realize  yesterday  that  there 
would  be  so  many  Senators  absent  today 
as  apparently  are  absent.  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  the  request  of  the 
Senator  from  Nevada.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  cooperate  in  the  disposition  of  this 
important  matter  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  I  do  not  believe  It  would  be  fair  to 
either  side  to  insist  on  taking.‘lt  up  to¬ 
day.  I  hope  the  Senator  ^om  Maine 
will  not  obje'ct. 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  Mr.  President,  cer¬ 
tainly  I  want  to  show  every  considera¬ 
tion  so  far  as  we  on  this  side  are  con¬ 
cerned.  Would  it  possible  to  dispose  of 
the  matter  on  Monday? 

Mr.  BARKLEY'.  That  raises  this 
question:  Of  course  the  Easter  season 
situation  affects  the  attendance  not  only 
today  but  will  affect  it  on  Monday.  The 
Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Vanden- 
berg],  who  is  absent  from  the  Chamber 
temporarily,  must  leave  on  Monday 
night,  I  understand,  to  accompany  the 
SecrefaiT  of  State  to  Paris.  Unless  he 
is  prepared  to  make  a  statement  today 
in  regard  to  the  pending  legislation — 
not  the  conference  report  but  the  pend¬ 
ing  legislation — I  would  feel  under  obli¬ 


gation  to  attempt  to  have  a  session  Mon¬ 
day,  if  for  no  other  purpose  than  to 
allow  him  to  make  a  statement  before  he 
departs,  because  the  pending  joint  reso¬ 
lution  may  be  voted  upon  before  he 
returns.  If  he  were  prepared  to  do  that^ 
today,  I  should  feel  disposed  not  to  have 
a  session  on  Monday,  in  view  of  the 
absence  of  Senators,  because  on  Mon¬ 
day  I  think  we  would  be  as  bad  off  as  we 
are  today,  if  not  worse.  A  number  of 
Senators  have  indicated  to  me  that  they 
would  not  like  to  be  compelled  to  attend 
a  session  on  Monday.  So  what  is  sug¬ 
gested  would  not  help  the  situation. 
Any  day  next  week  when  the  Senator 
from  Maine  could  be  here  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  Senator  from  Nevada,  I 
am  sure,  and  would  be  to  m&, 

Mr.  McCARRAN-  What  was  the  sug¬ 
gestion? 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  The  Senator  heard 
my  comments  about  the  possibility  of  a 
session  on  Monday.  I  said  that  any  day 
next  week  when  the  Senator  from  Maine 
would  be  present  W'ould  be  agreeable  to 
the  Senator  from  Nevada,  I  was  sure, 
and  would  be  to  me. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  I  suggest  Thursday 
of  next  week. 

Mr.  BREWfeTER.  I  would  agree  to 
Monday  or  Tuesday,  but  could  we  have 
the  understanding  that  if  we  ht^ve  a 
session  on  Monday  we  will  take  the 
matter  up  on  Monday  at  noon;  and  if 
we  do  not  have  a  session  on  Monday, 
take  it  up  Tuesday  at  noon? 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  I  would  rather  have 
a  definite  understanding  that  we  would 
take  it  up  on  Tuesday  at  noon,  rather 
than  make  it  Monday. 

Mr.  BREWST^.  Suppose  we  then 
have  a  definite/Understanding  that  we 
ill  take  it  up  on  convening  at  noon 
uesday. 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  Mr.  President,  I  per¬ 
sonally  have  no  objection  to  that.  It 
appears  Co  me  there  will  never  be  a  day 
during  the  remainder  of  this  session,  if 
forever,  when  all  Senators  will  be  in 
the  Chamber  on  any  one  day.  That  is 
an  impossibility. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  Would  the  Sena¬ 
tor  from  Maine  be  content  to  let  the 
matter  go  over  for  an  hour  or  so  imtil 
we  can  come  to  some  understanding  as 
to  a  day  certain  next  week? 

Mr.  LUCAS.  I  thought  we  had  made 
an  agreement  to  take  the  conference 
report  up  today.. 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  We  had,  and  that 
is  what  we  have  been  discussing.  Be¬ 
cause  so  many  Senators  are  absent,  it 
does  not  seem  propitious  to  take  It  up 
now. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  I  think  that  if  the  Sen¬ 
ator  will  examine-  the  roll  calls,  he  will 
find  that  every  one  shows  15  or  20  or  25 
Senators  absent, 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  That  does  not  nec¬ 
essarily  mean  they  are  all  out  of  the 
city.  The  peculiar  situation  existing 
now  with  regard  to  the  proximity  of 
Easter  presents  a  little  different  condi¬ 
tion  from  what  is  normal. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  May 
the  Chair  suggest  Wednesday  as  a 
compromise? 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  I  wish  to  say  to  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  that  I  had  hoped, 
and  still  hope,  that  we  may  dispose  of 


the  matter  today,  as  I  think  he  Is  en¬ 
tirely  correct  that  there  will  always  be  a 
considerable  number  of  Senators  absent, 
particularly  during  the  week  following 
Easter.  I  should  prefer  to  see  the  mat¬ 
ter  disposed  of  today,  and  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  make  any  material  difference 
in  the  result,  so  far  as  any  information 
which  I  have  indicates.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  deference  to  the  request  of  the 
Senator  from  Nevada,  it  would  be  agree¬ 
able  to  me  to  have  a  further  continu¬ 
ance  to  either  Monday  or  Tuesday,  per¬ 
haps  to  Tuesday  as  a  day  certain. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  Will  the  Senator 
consent  to  the  matter  going  over  imtil 
Wednesday  or  Thursday? 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  No.  Unfortunate¬ 
ly,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  be  away. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  Mr.  President,  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  that  the  matter  go 
over  indefinitely. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  To 
what  date? 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  Indefinitely. 

Ml'.  BREWSTER.  I  shall  certainly 
object  to  that.  I  think  we  should  dis¬ 
pose  of  this  matter  now,  either  b_y  taking 
it' up  today,  or  fixing  a  day  certain.  It 
would  be  entirely  agreeable  to  me  to  go 
forward  with  it  tgday,  and  I  believe  that 
is  the  orderly  way  to  proceed,  when  we 
have  the  time,  and  when  we  have  a  rep¬ 
resentative  attendance  of  Senators  in 
Washington,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
learn. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  Will  thi.  Senator  be 
here  next  Friday? 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  No;  I  will  not. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  We  are  trying  to 
accommodate  everyone  as  much  as  we 
can.  That  is  the  trouble. 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  Two  of  the  chief 
gladiators  are  here  now,  in  the  persons  of 
the  Senator  from  Nevada  and  myself, 
who  have  discusSed  this  matter  for  some 
time,  and  1  wish  we  could  dispose  of  it. 
I  am  sure  it  will  work  out  well. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  Would  the  Senator 
consent  to  have  it  go  over  without  date, 
until  the  Senator  and. I  can' agree  on  a 
date  today,  and  then  have  the  order 
made? 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  If  we  give  up  the 
position  which  we  now  enjoy  we  have  no 
knowledge  as  to  where  we  shall  land,  so 
I  think  the  matter  should  be  disposed  of 
now.  We  have  had  this  report  on  the 
clerk’s  desk  for  a  considerable  time  and 
without  any  criticism  of  the  reasons  for 
the  delay,  it  has  gone  over. 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  In  that  connection,  I 
may.  say  that  frequently  we  postpone 
matters  of  importance  because  of  the  ab¬ 
sence  of  some  key  Member  of  the  Senate 
who  desires  to  be  present  when  it  is  taken 
up.  ’This  is  the  first  time  any  tentative 
date  has  been  set  for  the  consideration  of 
this  conference  report,  and  it  seems  to 
me  not  unreasonable  to  have  the  matter 
go  over,  in  view  of  the  situation — for 
which  I  am  somewhat  responsible,  I  may 
say,  by  insisting  on  having  a  session  to¬ 
day.  A  good  many  Senators  felt  we 
should  not  have  a  session  today,  but  it 
.  has  never  been  the  practice  of  the  Senate 
to  adjourn  from  Thursday  to  Monday  on 
account  of  Easter,  and  I  did  not  feel  we 
were  justified  in  doing  so  at  this  time. 
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I  shall  cooperate  with  the  Senator  from 
Maine  and  the  Senator  from  Nevada  in 
any  way  I  can  to  bring  about  the  earliest 
possible  disposition  of  the  conference  re¬ 
port,  wh^n  the  Senator  from  Maine  can 
be  present.  I  realize  that  Senators  who 
are  intereHed  in  the  report,  and  who 
have  to  be  away  on  any  day  we  take  it 
up,  have  to  accept  that  responsibility. 
There  is  no  w^ky  of  avoiding  it. 

I  wish  to  com'ment  upon  the  urgency 
of  the  Senate  excluding  its  delibera¬ 
tions.  One  of  the  'reasons  why  I  have 
insisted  on  the  Senate  meeting  today, 
and  not  taking  a  recess  on  account  of 
Easter,  was  that  we  might  conclude  our 
business  and  take  what  we  have  not 
taken  for  a  long  time,  an  adjournment 
of  the  Congress.  I  still  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  do  that  in  July.  I  think  we  can 
do  it  if  we  knuckle  down  to  our  business 
and  dispose  of  the  necessary  legislation. 
We  cannot  have  an  adjournment  in  July 
unless  we  do  that.  I  hope  that  all  Sena¬ 
tors  will  cooperate  to  bring  that  about. 
I  have  not  heard  of  a  Senator  or  talked 
with  a  Senator  who  does  not  desire  to 
have  an  adjournment  in  July,  by  the' 
first  of  July  if  it  is  possible.  I  am  not 
optimistic  enough  to  think  we  can  take 
the  adjournment  by  the  first  of  July,  but 
I  am  sure  we  can  during  July. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Is 
there  objection  to  the  unanimous-con¬ 
sent  request? 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  Mr.  President,  a 
continuance  to  next  Tuesday  would  be 
entirely  agreeable  to  me,  in  order  to  get 
this  matter  disposed  of,  but  I  do  not 
want  to  leave  it  in  the  air.  ‘It  has  been 
pending  for  a  long  time,  and  I  hope  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  will  ask  permis¬ 
sion  to  modify  his  request  and  fix  next 
Tuesday  as  a  day  certain,  in  accordance 
with  the  intimation  from  the  majority 
leader  that  that  would  be  agreeable  so 
far  as  his  calendar  is  concerned. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  A  Member  of  the 
Senate  who  is  absent  at  the  moment, 
though  he  was  here  a  moment  ago,  is 
very  much  interested  in  the  conference 
report,  and  he  tells  me  he  cannot  be 
present  Tuesday.  Otherwise  Tuesday 
would  be  satisfactory.  I  refer  to  the  Sen¬ 
ator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Lucas], 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  is  on  the  floor  now. 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  is  available,  and  I  think  many 
of  those,  if  not  all,  who  have  been  in¬ 
terested  in  the  matter,  are  present,  and 
the  report  could  be  disposed  of  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  unanimous-consent 
agreement  of  yesterday.  I  think  it  woifid 
be  better  if  we  could  dispose  of  it  today, 
but  I  shall  be  agreeable  to  a  continuance 
to  Tuesday,  if  the  Senator  from  Nevada 
will  modify  his  request  to  that  extent. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Does 
the  Senator  from  Nevada  modify  his  re¬ 
quest? 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  I  dislike  Intensely 
to  bring  the  matter  up  at  that  tmie,  in 
view  of  the  statement  made  to  me  by  th^ 
Senator  from  Illinois  that  he  positively 
cannot  be  here  Tuesday. 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  He  is  here  now. 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  I  know  he  is  here;% 
now,  but  he  has  made  the  statement  to" 
me  which  I  have  repeated,  and  I  think  he 
Would  make  It  for  the  record,  so  far  aS' 


that  Is  concerned.  I  shall  consent  to 
have  the  matter  come  up  Tuesday. 

Mr.  BREWSTER.  Will  the  Senator 
make  the  request? 

Mr.  McCARRAN.  I  make  the  unani¬ 
mous  consent  request  that  the  order 
heretofore  made  be  vacated,  and  that 
the  conference  report  be  brought  up 
Tuesday  at  12  o’clock. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Is 
there  objection? 

Mr.  LANGER.  Mr.  President,  I  ob¬ 
ject. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Ob¬ 
jection  is  heard. 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  Mr.  President,  of 
course  while  the  unanimous-consent 
agreement  was  that  the  conference  re¬ 
port  be  taken  up  at  12  o’clock  today, 
there  Is  no  unanimous-consent  agree-! 
ment  as  to  when  it  should  be  voted  upon. 

Mr.  President,  a  parliamentary  In¬ 
quiry. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
Senator  will  state  it. 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  Is  it  in  order  to  move 
that  the  consideration  of  this  conference 
report  to  be  postponed  until  12  o’clock 
noon  on  Tuesday  next? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Such 
A  motion  is  in  order.  . 

Mr.  BARKLEY.  I  make  that  motion. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentudky  to  postpone  considera¬ 
tion  of  this  conference  report  until  next 
Tuesday  at  12  o’clock. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  Mr.  President,  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  inquiry. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
Senator  will  state  It. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  What  will  happen  next 
Tuesday  at  noon  if  we  should  then  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  in  the  same  situation  we  are 
in  today? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
Chair  cannot  suggest - - 

Mr.  LUCAS.  We  agreed  to  the  unani¬ 
mous-consent  request  made  yesterday 
to  take  up  the  conference  report  today. 
Now  another  unanimous  cofi^ent  hask 
been  agreed  to,  that  we  take  up  the  con-- 
ference  report  on  Tuesday .  nextN.  Will; 
another  unanimous-consent  agre^ent! 
be  In  order  on  next  Tuesday  to  take.^upl 
the  report  at  some  other  time?  j 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  A  mo-j 
tioH  to  postpone-would-he  jn  order..  ...W' 
VETERANS  PREFERENCE  UNDER  SURPLUS 
PROPERTY  ACT  OP  1944 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Senate  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
(S.  1757)  to  amend  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944,  as  amended,  so  as  to  broaden 
the  scope  and  raise  the  rank  of  the  vet¬ 
erans’  priority,  which  were,  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert; 

That  section  16  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944  Is  amended  to  read  as  follows; 
“dispositions  to  veterans 

“Sec.  16.  (a)  The  Administrator  shall  pre¬ 
scribe  regulations  to  effectuate  the  objec¬ 
tives  of  this  act  to  aid  veterans  in  the  ac¬ 
quisition  of  surplus  property,  in  appropriate 
quantities  and  types,  to  enable  them  to  es¬ 
tablish  and  maintain  their  own  small  busi¬ 
ness,  professional,  or  agrlcultTiral  enterprises. 
Disposals  of  surplus  property  (except  real 
property)  to  veterans  under  this  subsection 


shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other  disposals 
of  property  provided  for  In  this  act  except 
transfers  to  Government  agencies  under  sec¬ 
tion  12. 

“(b)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
section  12  of  this  act,  the  Administrator 
may  cause  to  be  set  aside  or  otherwise  to 
be  made  available  quantities  and  types  of 
any  surplus  property,  except  'real  property, 
which  he  determines  to  be  appropriate  for 
exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  for  their  own 
personal  use,  and  to  enable  them  to  estab¬ 
lish  and  maintain  their  own  small  business, 
professiorml,  or  agricultural  enterprises. 
The  Adnnnlstrator  shall  prescribe  regula¬ 
tions  designed  to  achieve  the  equitable  dis¬ 
tribution  of  such  surplus  property  among 
veterans.  In  selecting  any  types  or  quanti¬ 
ties  of  surplus  property  for  disposal  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection,' 
the  Administrator  shall  give  due  considera¬ 
tion  to  the  availability  of  adequate  facilities 
for  and  the  costs  of  the  distribution  of  such 
property.  The  Administrator  shall  from  time 
to  time  cause  to  be  compiled  and  widely  pub¬ 
licized  information  as  to  the  types  and  quan¬ 
tities  of  such  surplus  property  which  has  or 
will  become  available  within  a  given  period 
of  time  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  sub¬ 
section. 

“(c)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  a 
reasonable  time  of  not  less  than  15  days  after 
public  notice  during  which  property  offered 
to  veterans  under  this  section  shall  be  held 
for  disposal  to  them.” 

Sec.  2.  Section  12  (a)  of  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows: 

“(a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrator  to  facilitate  the  transfer  of  surplus 
property  from  one  Government  agency  to 
other  Government  agencies  for  their  own  use 
and  not  for  transfer  or  disposition:  and  the 
transfer  of  surplus  property  under  this  sec¬ 
tion  shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other 
disposals  provided  for  in  this  act,  except  dis¬ 
posals  to  veterans  of  property  reserved  ex¬ 
clusively  for  veterans  under  subsection  (b) 
of'  section  16  of  this  act.  The  Administrator 
shall  prescribe  a  reasonable  time  within 
which  Government  agencies  shall  exercise 
the  priority  provided  by  this  subsection,  but 
the  time  so  fixed  shall  not  exceed  20  days 
from  the  time  public  notice  is  given  of  the 
availability  of  the  surplus  property  for  dis¬ 
posal  to  Government  agencies.” 

Sec.  3.  Section  12  (c)  of  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

"(c)  The  disposal  agency  responsible  for 
any  such  property  shall  transfer  it  to  the 
Government  agency  acquiring  It  at  the  fair 
value  of  the  property  as  fixed  by  the  disposal 
agency,  under  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
Administrator,  unless  transfer  without  reim¬ 
bursement  or  transfer  of  funds  is  authorized 
under  subsection  (d)  of  this  section." 

Sec.  4.  Section  12  of  the  Surplus  Property 
Act  of  1944  is  amended  by  adding  a  new  sub¬ 
section  (d)  to  read  as  follows: 

"(d)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of 
section  34  (a)  of  this  Act,  no  Government 
agency  may  transfer  any  property  to  any 
other  Government  agency  without  reim¬ 
bursement  or  transfer  of  funds  under  au¬ 
thority  of  any  law  approved  prior  to  June 
22,  1944.  Any  disposal  agency  may  transfer 
surplus  property  to  a  Government  agency 
without  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds 
whenever  a  transfer  on  such  terms  by  the 
owning  agency  (by  which  such  property  was 
declared  surplus)  would  be  authorized  by 
any  law  approved  subsequent  to  June  21, 
1944,  to  be  made  to  the  Government  agency 
desiring  such  property.” 

Sec.  5.  Section  13  (f)  of  the  Surplus  Prop¬ 
erty  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

"(f)  The  disposal  of  surplus  property 
under  this  section  to  States  and  political 
subdivisions  and  instrumentalities  thereof 
shall  be  given  priority  over  all  other  dls- 
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posals  of  property  provided  for  in  this  act, 
except  transfers  to  Government  agencies  un¬ 
der  section  12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under 
section  16  and  purchases  made  under  sub¬ 
section  (e)  of  section  18:  Provided,  That  the 
Adminisrtator  may  prescribe  a  reasonable 
time  during  which  such  priority  shall  be 
exercised.” 

Sec.  6.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e) 
of  section  18  thereof  is  hereby  amended  to 
read  as  follows:  "The  disposal  of  surplus 
property  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given 
priority  immediately  following  transfers  to 
other  Government  agencies  under  section 
12  and  disposals  to  veterans  under  section 
16.  The  provisions  of  subsection  (c)  of  sec¬ 
tion  12  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made 
under  this  subsection.” 

And  to  amend  the  title  so  as  to  read: 
“An  act  to  amend  the  Surplus  Property 
.  Act  of  1944  with  reference  to  veterans’ 
preference,  and  for  other  purposes.’’ 

Ml’.  O’MAHONEY.  Mr.  President - 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Does 
the  Senator  from  North  Dakota  yield  to 
the  Senator  from  Wyoming? 

Mr.  DANGER.  I  yield  to  the  Senator 
.from  Wyoming. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  Mr.  President,  I 
desire  to  ask  for  the  immediate  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  House  amendments  to 
the  veterans’  surplus  property  bill,  and, 
with  the  Indulgence  of  the  Senator  from 
North  ^akota,  I  wish  to  make  a  pre¬ 
liminary  statement  respecting  the  bill, 
so  that  Members  of  the  Senate  may  know 
what  the  basis  of  the  request  is. 

In  January  of  this  year,  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Maybank],  the 
Senator  from  New  Mexico  [Mr.  Chavez], 
and  I  introduced  a  bill,  the  purpose  of 
which  was  to  raise  the  preference  of  vet¬ 
erans  in  the  disposal  of  surplus  property. 
This  measure  was  given  extended  con¬ 
sideration  by  the  Senate  Military  Af¬ 
fairs  subcommittee,  which  held  hearings, 
and  called  before  it  representatives  of 
'  all  Government  agencies  involved,  in¬ 
cluding  the  War  Assets  Administration. 

A  bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate  on 
Friday  last  effecting  this  very  necessary 
and  desirable  reform  in  veterans’  pref¬ 
erence;  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the 
House  yesterday  called  the  matter  up  for 
consideration  and  amended  the  Senate 
bill  by  adding  some  provisions  which  had 
been  worked  out  by  the  House  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Executive  De¬ 
partments,  headed  by  Representative 
Manasco,  of  Alabama,  and  yesterday  the 
bill  was  passed  with  those  amendments. 

My  request,  therefore,  Mr.  President, 
Is  that  the  Senate  shall  proceed  now  to 
the  consideration  of  amendments  of  the 
House  to  the  Senate  bill,  and  I  shall  ask 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  House 
amendments,  in  order  that  this  very 
necessary  reform  may  be  effected  with¬ 
out  further  delay.  In  view  of  the  re¬ 
cess  on  the  part  of  the  House  and  the 
apparent  disposition  of  some  Members 
of  the  Senate  not  to  be  here  during  the 
next  week,  it  is  of  utmost  importance 
that  this  measure  be  enacted  into  law 
without  going  to  conference.  That  is 
the  reason  why  I  have  sought  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  have  the  Senate  agree  to 
the  House  amendments. 

Mr.  WHITE.  Mr.  President,  will  the 
Senator  yield? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  I  yield. 


Mr.  WHI'TE.  I  want  to  have  an  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  parliamentary  situa¬ 
tion.  This  is  a  Senate  bill  which  comes 
back  from  the  House  with  House  amend¬ 
ments? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  That  is  correct. 

Mr.  WHITE.  And  what  the  Senator 
is  proposing  to  do  is  to  ask  that  the  Sen¬ 
ate  concur  in  the  House  amendments? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  Precisely. 

Mr.  WHITE.  Have  the  House  amend¬ 
ments  been  considered  by  the  appropriate 
committee  of  the  Senate? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  The  House  amend¬ 
ments  have  been  discussed  with  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  which  has  been 
in  charge  of  the  bill.  I  have,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  consulted  the  Senator  from  West 
Virginia  [Mr.  Revercomb]  and  the  Sen¬ 
ator  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Wilson]  this  morn¬ 
ing.  The  general  subject  has  been  be¬ 
fore  the  committee. 

Mr.  WHITE.  I  wondered  if  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  are  agreeable  to 
the  House  amendments? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  It  is  my  under¬ 
standing  that  they  are. 

Mr.  WHITE.  I  am  particularly  con¬ 
cerned  ta  know  whether  the  minority 
Members  are  agreeable  to  the  House 
amendments. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  The  Senator  from 
West  Virginia  has  already  indicated  to 
me  His  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Maybank]  has  likewise  agreed. 

Mr.  REVERCOMB.  Mr.  President, 
will  the  Senator  yield? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  I  yield. 

Mr.  REVERCOMB.  I  notice  one 
amendment  which  has  been  made  with 
respect  to  direction  to  the  head  of  the 
War  Assets  Administration  whd  deals 
with  the  disposal  of  surplus  property. 
The  bill  as  passed  by  the  Senate  con¬ 
tained  the  direction  that  the  head  of  the 
War  Assets  Administration  “shall”  set 
aside — using  the  direct  and  positive  word 
“shall”  certain  goods  for  purchase  by 
veterans.  The  House  has  changed  the 
word  “shall”  to  “may.”  I  wish  the  able 
Senator  from  Wyoming  would  explain 
that  for  the  benefit  of  the  Senate,  as  he 
explained  it  to  me,  so  that  we  may  know 
that  we  are  not  surrendering  a  position 
which  directs  and  commands  the  Ad¬ 
ministrator  to  set  certain  goods  aside  for 
veterans. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  I  am  happy  the 
Senator  from  West  Virginia  has  raised 
that  question.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  can 
be  said  that  the  word  was  actually  not 
changed  from  “shall”  to  “may.”  'The 
word  “may”  appeared  in  the  bill  as  it 
was  presented  to  our  committee,  and 
that  same  paragraph  was  included  in  the 
House  bill.  We  made  the  change,  and 
imfortunately  I  did  not  undertake  to 
notify  the  House  committee  of  the 
change  that  we  had  made  from  “may” 
to  “shall.”  So  that  what  has  happened 
is  merely  that  the  House  has  agreed  to 
the  paragraph  as  we  originally  proposed 
it. 

I  have  consulted  the  War  Assets  Ad¬ 
ministration  and  have  been  assured  this 
morning  over  the  telephone,  and  I  un¬ 
derstand  that  a  letter  to  that  effect  is  on 
the  way,  which  I  shall  later  include  in 
the  Record,  that  the  War  Assets  Ad¬ 
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ministration  will  administer  this  law  as 
though  the  word  were  “shall,”  and  I 
may  also  point  out  that  if  there  should 
be  any  doubt  upon  that  point  it  could 
easily  be  corrected  by  passage  of  a  joint 
resolution. 

Mr.  McCLEDLAN.  Mr.  Pi’esident - 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  (Mr.  May- 
bank  in  the  chair).  Does  the  Senator 
from  Wyoming  yield  to  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  I  yield. 

Mr.  McCXELLAN.  I  am  very  glad  to 
have  the  explanations  thus  far  presented 
respecting  the  changes  made  by  the 
House.  I  think  this  is  very  important 
legislation,  and  that  we  ought  to  expedite 
its  passage.  I  am  very  glad  the  Senator 
has  brought  it  up  at  this  time.  I  rose 
to  seek  information  as  to  the  changes 
the  House  has  made.  I  am  very  anxious 
to  see  the  measure  passed.  I  regret  the 
change  from  “shall”  to  “may.”  I  think 
we  should  leave  it  “shall”;  but  if  the 
House  situation  is  now  such  that  it  is 
advisable  to  pass  the  legislation  as  the 
House  amended  it,  very  well,  though  I 
much  prefer  to  have  the  word  “shall” 
remain  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  As  I  said  to  the 
Senator  from  West  Virginia,  I  am  con¬ 
fident  that  the  bill  will  be  administered 
as  though  the  word  were  “shall.”  I 
think  the  legislative  intent  is  clear.  The 
House  did  not  change  the  word  “shall” 
to  “may.”  It  merely  acted  upon  the 
original  language.  The  Senate  changed 
the  word  ”‘may”  to  “shall.”  The  fact 
that  the  word  “may”  appears  in  the  bill 
as  it  comes  back  to  us  is  merely  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  change  of  the  Senate 
was  not  specifically  called  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McClellan.  The  senator  has 
satisfied  himself,  after  the  consultations 
he  has  had,  that  the  interpretation  or 
administration  of  the  measure  by  the 
War  Assets  Administration  will  be  as  if 
the  word  were  “shall”? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  Yes.  I  may  say 
to  the  Senator  that  the  purpose  of  this 
section  Is  to  direct  the  War  Assets  Ad¬ 
ministration  to  set  aside  an  inventory  of 
surplus  property  which  shall  be  for  ex¬ 
clusive  disposal  to  veterans.  It  is  the 
purpose  of  the  War  Assets  Administra¬ 
tion  to  do  that. 

Mr.  McClellan.  I  was  very  much 
Interested  that  there  should  be  no  dis¬ 
cretion,  but  that  there  should  be  a  leg¬ 
islative  directive. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  The  War  Assets 
Administration  so  understands  it. 

Mr.  MCCLELLAN.  May  I  inquire  of 
the  Senator  the  effect  of  any  other 
amendments? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  I  shall  be  very 
happy  to  explain  them. 

The  first  amendment  is  to  except  real 
property  from  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 
As  the  Senate  passed  it  the  language 
read; 

Disposals  of  surplus  property  to  veterans 
under  this  section  shall  be  given  priority 
over  all  other  disposals  of  property  provided 
for  In  this  act  except  transfers  to  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies  under  section  12. 

As  amended,  it  reads: 

Disposals  of  surplus  property  except  real 
property — 
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There  never  was  any  intention  to  deal 
with  real  property.  That  is  the  first 
amendment. 

The  next  amendment  is  the  one  to 
which  I  have  just  referred,  involving  the 
use  of  the  word  “may.” 

In  section  16  (b)  the  exception  of  real 
property  is  again  Inserted. 

The  word  “quantities”  is  used  in  the 
sentence: 

In  selecting  any  types  or  quantities  of  sur¬ 
plus  property  for  disposal  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  subsection  the  Admin¬ 
istrator  shall  give  due  consideration — 

And  so  forth.  That  is  not  a  vital 
change. 

Mr.  McClellan.  The  Senator  can 
assure  us,  then,  that  such  amendments 
as  have  been  adopted  by  the  House  do 
not  strike  down  the  force  of  the  bill  as 
passed  by  the  Senate? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  No.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  the  amendments  of  the  House  are 
decided  improvements.  I  should  like 
particularly  to  call  attention  to  subsec¬ 
tion  (c)  of  section  16.  which  is  the  vet¬ 
erans’  preference  section  which  has  been 
added  by  the  House.  It  reads  as  follows: 

The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  a  rea¬ 
sonable  time  of  not  less  than  15  days  after 
public  notice,  during  which  property  offered 
to  veterans  under  this  section  shall  be  held 
for  disposal  to  them. 

That  is  a  decided  improvement  upon 
the  Senate  bill,  and  I  am  happy  that  the 
House  inserted  it. 

Mr.  McClellan,  if  the  senator  will 
further  yield,  I  wish  to  compliment  him 
and  other  members  of  his  committee  who 
worked  on  this  legislation.  It  is  import¬ 
ant  legislation.  It  is  needed.  We  know 
that  the  veterans  have  not  been  getting 
a  fair  break  in  the  distribution  and  sale 
of  surplus  property.  I  am  most  happy 
that  we  have  made  this  much  progress, 
and  I  trust  that  these  amendments  will 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OVERTON.  Mr.  President,  will 
the  Senator  yield? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  I  yield. 

Mr.  OVERTON.  I  wish  to  add  my  con¬ 
gratulations  to  the  able  Senator  from 
Wyoming  and  the  other  members  of  the 
committee  for  the  successful  manner  in 
which  this  legislation  has  been  under¬ 
taken.  I  know  the  difficulties  which  sur¬ 
round  it.  I  assume  that  almost  all  Sen¬ 
ators  have  had  complaints  from  veterans 
with  respect  to  their  inability  to  obtain 
surplus  property,  of  which  Congress  in¬ 
tended  that  they  should  have  the  benefit. 
I  know  that  the  Senator  from  Wyoming 
has  worked  assiduously  in  connection 
with  this  legislation,  and  that  if  he  had 
had  his  way  it  would  have  been  enacted 
sometime  ago. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  The  Senator  is 
very  kind. 

Mr.  President,  I  now  wish  to  endeavor 
to  secure  the  agreement  of  the  Senate  to 
concur  in  the  amendments  made  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  Senate  bill 
1757. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The 
question  is  on  concurring  in  the  amend¬ 
ments  of  the  House  of  Represejitatives. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in, 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  Mr.  President,  I 
now  ask  unanimous  consent  to  have 
printed  at  this  point  in  the  Record  a 


full  and  detailed  explanation  of  the  va¬ 
rious  amendments. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  explana¬ 
tion  was  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the 
Record,  as  follows: 

The  following  differences  in  substance  be¬ 
tween  section  1  of  the  House  amendment 
and  section  1  of  S.  1757  as  passed  by  the 
Senate  should  be  noted: 

(a)  The  House  amendment  excludes  real 
property  from'  the  classes  of  surplus  property 
covered  by  the  priority  provided  in  section 
16  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act.  No  compa¬ 
rable  limitation  was  contained  in  S.  1757  as 
passed  by  the  Senate.  However,  there  was  no 
Intent  to  include  real  property  among  the 
classes  of  surplus  property  for  which  vet¬ 
erans  should  be  given  a  priority. 

(b)  Under  the  House  amendment  the  set- 
asides  of  surplus  property  for  exclusive  dis¬ 
posal  to  veterans  are  discretionary  with  the 
War  Assets  Administrator.  Under  S.  1757 
as  passed  by  the  Senate  such  set-asides  were 
mandatory.  It  should  be  pointed  out,  how¬ 
ever,  that  as  set  forth  in  the  letter  of  Di¬ 
rector  Donaldson,  of  War  Assets  Adminis¬ 
tration,  dated  April  19,  1946,  the  publication 
of  lists  of  types  and  quantities  of  surplus 
property  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  is 
mandatory.  The  War  Assets  Administration, 
therefore  may  be  expected  to  administer  the 
law  as  it  was  Intended  by  the  Senate. 

(c)  The  House  amendment  provides  a 
definite  period  of  not  less  than  15  days  after 
public  notice  during  which  property  offered 
to  veterans  under  section  16  shall  be  held 
for  disposal  to  them.  S.  1757,  as  passed  by 
the  Senate,  merely  directed  the  Administrator 
to  make  set-asides  “for  such  period  or  periods 
of  time  as  he  may  determine.” 

The  following  differences  in  substance 
between  section  2  of  the  House  amendment 
and  section  2  of  S.  1757  as  passed  by  the 
Senate  should  be  noted: 

(a)  S.  1757  as  passed  by  the  Senate  did 
not  limit  Government  agencies  to  the 
acquisition  of  surplus  property  for  their  own 
use  and  did  not  exclude  such  acquisition 
for  transfer  or  disposition. 

(b)  S.  1757  as  passed  by  the  Senate  did 
not  provide  for  a  maximum  time  limit  after 
public  notice  within  which  Government 
agencies  must  exercise  their  priority  under 
section  12  (a). 

Section  3  of  the  House  amendment  amends 
section  12  (c)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act 
by  limiting  transfers  between  Government 
agencies  without  reimbursement  or  trans¬ 
fer  of  fund  to  cases  authorized  by  subsec¬ 
tion  12  (d),  which  is  added  by  section  4 
of  the  House  amendment.  The  new  subsec¬ 
tion  12  (d)  does  not  permit  any  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies  to  transfer  any  property  with¬ 
out  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  un¬ 
less  such  transfers  without  reimbursement 
or  transfer  of  funds  are  authorized  by  laws 
approved  subsequent  to  June  21,  1944.  This 
provision  would  authorize  transfers  with¬ 
out  reimbursement  by  the  War  and  Navy 
Departments  of  hospitals  and  hospital  equip¬ 
ment  and  supplies  to  the  Veterans’  Admin¬ 
istration  as  provided  in  the  Servicemen’s 
Readjustment  Act  of  1944,  which  was  ap¬ 
proved  on  that  date. 

No  provii^ions  comparable  to  those  con¬ 
tained  in  section  3  and  4  of  the  House  amend¬ 
ment  were  contained  in  S.  1757  as  passed 
by  the  Senate. 

Section  6  of  the  House  amendment  is 
substantially  identical  with  the  correspond¬ 
ing  provisions  of  S.  1757  as  passed  by  the 
Senate,  except  that  the  Senate-passed  meas¬ 
ure  did  not  contain  any  specific  provision 
with  respect  to  a  time  limitation  to  be 
Imposed  for  the  exercise  of  the  priority  pro¬ 
vided  for  States  and  political  subdivisions 
and  instrumentalities. 

Section  6  of  the  House  amendment  is 
identical  with  the  corresponding  provision 
in  S.  1757  as  passed  iTy  the  Senate. 


War  Assets  Administration,  • 
Washington,  D.  C.,  April  19,  1946. 
Hon.  Joseph  C.  O’Mahoney, 

United  States  Senate, 

Wash^hgton,  D.  C. 

Dear  Senator  O’Mahonet:  In  accordance 
with  our  telephone  conversation  this  morn¬ 
ing  on  the  matter  of  a  list  of  equipment  for 
set-asldes,to  veterans.  I  am  happy  to  give  you 
the  following  information: 

We  have  carefully  followed  the  progress  of 
this  legislation  changing  the  rights  of  veter¬ 
ans  to  purchase  surplus  property. 

Pursuant  to  our  interpretation  of  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  section  16  (b)  of  S.  1757  reading 
“The  Administrator  shall  from  time  to  time 
cause  to  be  compiled  and  widely  publicized 
Information  as  to  the  types  and  quantities 
of  such  surplus  property  which  has  or  will 
become  available  within  a  given  period  of 
time  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans  In 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  sub¬ 
section,”  the  Administrator  shall  publish 
periodically  a  list  of  the  types  and  quanti¬ 
ties  of  surplus  property  most  in  demand  by 
veterans  in  order  that  they,  as  well  as  the 
general  public,  will  know  what  terns  are  to 
be  set  aside  for  exclusive  disposal  to  veterans. 

We  expect  to  have  the  original  list  ready 
for  publication  at  the  time  the  bill  becomes 
a  law  and  this  list  will  be  revised  from  time 
to  time  and  full  publicity  given  to  all  such 
revisions. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Scott  W.  Donaldson, 
Director,  Veterans’  Division. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  Mr.  President,  I  also  am 
tremendously  interested  in  this  piece  of 
legislation. 

Mr.  O’MAHONE'Y^  I  know  the  Sena¬ 
tor  is. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  I  should  like  to  know 
whether  the  Senator  from  Wyoming  has 
any  sort  of  guaranty  or  understanding 
with  the  War  Assets  Administration  that 
it  will  administer  this  act  in  line  with 
what  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  understand  to  be  the  intent  of 
the  act. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  That  is  my  under¬ 
standing.  I  have  communicated  with  the 
War  Assets  Administration,  and  I  may 
say  that  on  many  occasions  the  com¬ 
mittee,  through  its  members  and  through 
its  staff,  have  communicated  with  Gen¬ 
eral  Gregory  and  have  found  him  ready 
at  all  times  to  cooperate. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  I  am  happy  to  hear  that 
statement  from  the  distinguished  Sena¬ 
tor,  because  if  there  has  been  any  one 
matter  about  which  I  have  received  a 
great  deal  of  complaint,  it  has  been  the 
one  concerning  adequate  distribution  of 
surplus  property  so  far  as  veterans  are 
concerned.  Tlie  veterans  of  the  country 
have  been  given  the  run-around,  so  to 
speak,  by  the  War  Assets  Administration. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  Mr.  President,  I 
think  the  Senator  is  not  quite  accurate  in 
his  statement. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  If  not  by  the  War  Assets 
Administration,  then  by  whoever  has 
been  handling  the  matter. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  No;  the  Congress 
may  not  divest  itself  of  some  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  what  has  happened.  The 
situation  is  this :  When  the  Surplus 
Property  Act  was  enacted,  th,e  Congress 
endeavored  to  make  provision  for  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  surplus  property  in  a  manner 
which  would  take  care  of  vai’ious  mat¬ 
ters.  It  provided,  for  example,  that  the 
Small  War  Plants  Corporation  should 
have  the  right  to  purchase  surplus  prop- 
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erty  for  distribution  by  itself.  The  Small 
War  Plants  Corporation,  having  been 
given  such  authority,  and  having  con¬ 
ducted  such  purchases,  and  subsequently 
having  undertaken  to  distribute  the 
property  to  small  businesses,  frequent¬ 
ly  refused  to  grant  a  veterans’  prefer¬ 
ence.  A  technical  reading  of  the  law 
-would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  Small 
War  Plants  Corporation  was  in  the  right. 
The  committee  has  now  changed  that 
policy,  and  there  can  be  no  further  diffi¬ 
culty  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  I  appreciate  what  the 
Senator  has  said;  but  I  have  letters  to 
sustain  the  position  which  I  am  taking. 
I  do  not  know  who  is  responsible  for  it, 
but  veterans  have  been  traveling  all  over 
the  country  in  an  attempt -to  ascertain 
the  location  of  various  articles  on  which 
they  might  have  a  right  to  bid.  I  know ' 
of  one  veteran  who  went  to  Granite  City, 
then  to  Kansas  City,  then'to  Chicago,  and 
finally  landed  back  at  Granite  City,  the 
point  from  which  he  started. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  And  that  fact  was 
due  largely  to  the  provision  of  the  law 
which  I  have  described,  and  which  is 
corrected  in  this  bill.  There  was  an¬ 
other  provision  of  the  law  which  gave 
Governmer\t  agencies  a  primary  prefer¬ 
ence. 

Mr.  LUCAS,  I  understand  that. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  The  shifting  of 
surplus  property  from  one  agency  to  an¬ 
other  was  conducted  in  such  a  manner 
that  the  agencies  themselves  sometimes 
undertook  to  dispose  of  the  property. 
Sometimes  one  agency  secured  surplus 
property  without  making  any  reimburse¬ 
ment  for  it.  The  amendment  to  the  bill 
would  prevent  that  taking  place  in  the 
future.  In  the  future  such  difficulties 
are  not  likely  to  arise.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  others  will. 

Mr.  LUCAS.  I  may  say  in  conclusion 
to  my  good  friend  that  I  hope  he  will 
take  a  similar  interest  in  my  agricultural 
bill. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  I  shall  be  very 
glad  to  do  so. 

Mr.  President,  in  connection  with  the 
disposal  of  automotive  equipment  to  vet¬ 
erans,  I  am  pleased  to  be  in  a  position 
to  give  an  illustration  of  the  readiness  of 
the  War  Assets  Administration  to  cooper¬ 
ate.  General  Gregory,  the  War  Assets 
Administrator,  has  just  advised  me  that 
he  is  completing  arrangements  to  offer 
5,300  surplus  Army  trucks  at  Port 
Hueneme,  Cahf.,  in  the  near  future. 
These  trucks  are  similar  to  the  600  re¬ 
cently  offered  for  sale  through  a  New 
York  department  store  which  led  the 
Senator  from  North  Dakota  to  request 
an  investigation  of  veterans’  preference 
in  connection  with  surplus  disposal.  The 
staff  of  the  Senate  Surplus  Property  Sub¬ 
committee  had  previously  investigated 
this  sale  and  found  that  those  trucks 
had  been  offered  to  veterans  but  had  not 
been  sold  to  veterans  because  they  were 
crated  and  unassembled. 

General  Gregory  tells  me  that  the 
trucks  he  is  about  to  offer  for  sale  at 
Port  Hueneme,  Calif.,  are  for  the  most 
part  new  trucks,  what  the  Army  called 
the  6  by  6  or  the  6  by  4.  As  in  the 
earlier  casps,  many  of  these  trucks  had 
been  dismantled  and  crated  for  export. 
However,  War  Assets  Administration  has 
now  uncrated  and  assembled  them,  and 


the  trucks  are  ready  to  roll.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  these  trucks  will  be  particu¬ 
larly  useful  to  veterans  who  are  engaged 
in  farming,  logging,  and  lumbering,  and 
similar  operations. 

Instead  of  merely  criticizing  past  mis¬ 
takes,  the  Surplus  Property  Subcommit¬ 
tee  has  striven  to  match  every  criticism 
with  a  well-considered  suggestion  for  im¬ 
provement,  for  it  has  recognized  the 
great  complexity  of  the  task  committed 
to  the  War  Assets  Administration.  In 
the  case  of  the  sale  of  the  600  trucks 
through  the  New  York  department  store, 

3  lessons  are  to  be  learned  with  respect 
to  surplus  property  disposal. 

The  first  lesson  is  that  the  War  Assets 
Administration  has  not  been  offering 
certain  types  of  critical  goods  to  vet¬ 
erans  on  a  sufficiently  broad  geographi¬ 
cal  basis  before  selling  to  dealers  and 
the  trade.  This  fact  was  pointed  qut  to 
War  Assets  Administration,  and  War 
Assets  Administration  is  now  remedying 
that  situation.  For  example,  the  new 
offering  at  Port  Hueneme  of  5,300  trucks 
will  be  made  to  the  entire  Pacific  coast 
and  to  many  of  the  Mountain  States. 
Furthermore,  the  Port  Hueneme  sale  will 
be  the  first  of  a  series  of  Nation-wide 
motor-vehicle  sales  in  all  War  Assets 
Administration  regions. 

I  should  like  to  point  out  that  in  this 
case  a  short  telephone  conversation  with 
General  Gregory,  after  the  true  facts 
had  been  established  and  called  to  my 
attention  by  the  subcommittee  staff,  ac¬ 
complished  everything  that  could  have 
been  achieved  by  a  formal  Senate  in¬ 
vestigation,  which,  because  of  the  pres¬ 
sure  of  urgent  legislative  business,  could 
not  have  been  held  promptly  and,  there¬ 
fore,  would  not  have  achieved  the  de¬ 
sired  results  in  time. 

Secondly,  the  sale  of  the  600  trucks 
confirms  the  necessity  of  raising  the  vet¬ 
erans’  preference  for  surplus  property 
as  provided  in  this  legislation. 

It  should  be  noted,  I  think,  that  Mr.J 
Howard  Bruce,  of  Baltimore,  who  re-i 
cently  completed  a  special  study  of  sur-[ 
plus  disposal  for  the  President,  heartily* 
endorses  the  veterans’  set-aside  scheme. 
The  final  passage  of  this  legislation, 
which  has  received  careful  attention  for 
several  months,  will  go  far  to  assure  a 
fair  share  of  surplus  property  to  vet¬ 
erans  in  all  regions  of  the  country. 

The  third  lesson  to  be  learned  from 
the  sale  of  the  GOO  trucks  in  New  York 
is  that  it  is  unwise  to  generalize  about 
surplus-property  disposal.  As  Mr.  Bruce 
pointed  out  in  his  recent  report  to 
the  President,  there  are  so  many  dif-j 
ferent  types  of  surplus  property  involv-; 
ing  such  a  multitude  of  problems  andj 
requiring  so  great  an  amount  of  fiexi-| 
bility  in  their  handling  that  generaliza-i 
tion  becomes  dangerous.  For  example,! 
the  600  trucks  admittedly  were  offered  in;; 
too  narrow  a  geographical  area.  A  re-i 
cent  sale  of  photographic  equipment  in 
Baltimore,  on  the  other  hand,  was  of-: 
fered  too  widely,  with  the  result  that! 
after  other .  priority  claimants  had  fin-, 
ished  buying,  little  merchandise  was  lefts 
to  satisfy  the  veterans  who  attended; 
the  sale  from  all  parts  of  the  country.' 
This  situation  would  have  been  different 
if  S.  1757  had  then  been  qn  the  books. 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  Mr.  President,  I 
wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from  Wyoming 


a  very  simple  question.  He  probably 
can  answer  it. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  I  believe  I  can  an¬ 
swer  the  question  if  it  is  simple  enough. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  Assume,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  that  I  am  a  veteran  and  wish  to 
purchase  surplus  property.  I  reside  in 
Chicago.  May  I  go  to  the  War  Assets 
Administration,  under  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  or  as  they  will  be  set  up  ad¬ 
ministratively,  and  receive  a  list  of  sur¬ 
plus  property  which  will  be  available  for 
purchase  throughout  the  country,  ex¬ 
amine  the  list  and  ascertain  what  I  may 
wish  to  purchase? 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  That  is  one  of  the 
primary  purposes  of  this  legislation.  It 
will  provide  an  inventory  of  surplus  prop¬ 
erty  which  veterans  shall  have  the  ex¬ 
clusive  right  to  purchase.  I  may  say, 
also,  that  we  are  endeavoring  to  include 
in  that  list  not  only  automotive  equip¬ 
ment,  but  photographic  supplies  and 
other  articles  of  that  nature  which  ex¬ 
perience  teaches  us  that  veterans  W9uld ' 
like  to  have. 

Mr.  MAGNUSON.  I  understand  that 
under  the  bill  the  veteran  will  also  have 
the  same  preference  rights  that  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  agencies  will  have. 

Mr.  O’MAHONEY.  To  the  kind  of 
property  which  I  have  desdribed,  he  will 
have  a  primary  right. 

Mr.  President,  I  understand  that  con¬ 
sent  has  been  granted  to  me  to  have 
printed  in  the  Record  a  detailed  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  amendments. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore.  The 
statement  was  ordered  to  be  printed  at 
a  previous  point  in  the  Record. 


ISLANDS— CONFERENCE  REPORT 
Mr.  TYDINGS  submitted  the  follow¬ 


ing  report:  / 

ae  committee  of  conference  on  the/dis- 
agreOing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  ori  the 
amenoments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  (S. 
1610)  tto  provide  for  the  rehabilitatioijf  of  the 
Philippine  Islands,  and  for  other  purposes, 
having  met,  after  full  and  free  c^ference, 
have  agreed  to  recommend  and  do  recom¬ 
mend  to  t^ir  respective  Houses /as  follows: 

That  theNnouse  recede  from,/ its  amend¬ 
ment  numbered  24.  j 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  its  disagree¬ 
ment  to  the  amendments  of  mie  House  num¬ 
bered  1.  2,  3,  4,  \6,  7,  8,  9./0,  11,  12,  13,  14, 

15,  16,  17,  18,  19. \0,  21,  2^23,  25,  26,  27,  28, 

29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  ^  35,  3/,  37,  38,  39,  40,  41, 

42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47\48,  50,  51,  52,  53,  54, 


88 


11' 
120 
129,  130 


55,  56,  57,  58,  59,  60, 

68,  69,  70,  71,  72,  73, 

81,  82,  83,  84,  85,  86, 

94  95,  96,  97,  98.  99 
105,  106,  107,  108, 

115,  116,  117,  118, 

125,  126,  127,  128, 

135,  136,  137,  138/139,  140 
and  agree  to  t; 

And  agree  t; 
read:  "An  Ac, 
Philippines^ 


12,  63,  64,  65,  66,  67, 
,  76,  77,  78,  79,  80, 
,  89,  90,  91,  92,  93, 
101,  102,  103,  104, 
111,  112,  113,  114, 
121,  122,  123,  124, 
,  132,  133,  134, 
1,  142,  143,  144; 


same, 
t  the 
)r  the 


amended  to 
rehabili\ation  of  the 


/ 


M.  E.  Tydings,’ 

Carl  Hayden, 

B.  K.  Wheeler, 

A.  H.  VandenberX 
Warren  R.  Austin] 
Ifianagers  on  the  Part  of  the  Sei 
f  C.  Jasper  Bell, 

J.  W.  Robinson, 

Ed  Gossett, 
Richard  J.  Welch, 
W.  Sterling  Cole, 


Managers  on  the  Part  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  WHITE.  Mr.  President,  has  this 
report  been  signed  by  the  minority  mem¬ 
bers? 

Mr.  TYDINGS.  It  has  been  signed  by 
all  mert^ers.  It  is  a  unanimous  report. 

The  J*PESIDENT  pro  tempore.  Is 
there  objection  to  the  present  considera¬ 
tion  of  the'teport? 

There  being,  no  objection,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  cdnsider  the  report. 

Mr.  TAFT.  Mr^  President,  as  I  under¬ 
stand,  the  Senate  Is  only  considering  the 
report.  It  has  not  yet  been  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDENT  ^iro  tempore.  The 
Senator  is  correct. 

Mr.  TAFT.  We  are  agreeing  to  one 
amendment  of  the  House  which  provides 
that  no  payments  shall  be  made  for  dam¬ 
ages  to  property  in  the  Philippines  until 
the  Philippine  government  has  approved 
the  executive  agreement  contained  in 
the  trade  agreement  bill. 

While  I  agre,  that  the  conferees  have 
perhaps  done  the  best  they  could  do  with 
regard  to  the  amendment,  I  think  that 
it  is  a  most  unfortunate  provision.  1. 
do'^ot  believe  that  the  payment  by  us 
for  damages  resulting  from  war,  in  which 
the  Filipinos  were  engaged  on  our  side, 
resulting  in  their  receiving  substantially 
as  much  as,  or  even  less  than  what  would 
have  been  received  by  persons  in  this 
country  who  were  similarly  involved, 
should  be  contingent  upon  the  signing 
by  the  Filipinos  of  an  executive  agree¬ 
ment  dealing  with  trade,  which  they  may 
not  wish  to  sign.  In  its  effect,  it  is  a 
compulsory  provision  requiring  them  to 
sign  the  trade  agreement.  I  believe  that 
they  will  sign  the  trade  agreement,  but, 
at  the  same  time  I  believe  that  it  is  a 
great  mistake  for  us  to  make  this  pro¬ 
posal  contingent  on  the  signing  of  the 
trade  agreement.  If  there  were  any 
doubt  about  their  signing  the  trade 
agreement  I  should  seriously  object  to 
the  conference  report.  Of  course,  in  all 
probability  it  will  be  to  their  advantage 
to  sign  the  trade  agreement  anyway,  and 
I  do  not  wish  to  hold  up  the  approval  of 
the  conference  report.  However,  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  House  should  not  have 
imposed  any  such  condition.  Moreover, 
I  think  it  is  unfortunate  that  it  will  stand 
on  the  record  of  history  in  the  form  of 


the  amendment  had  not  been  incoiTo- 
rated,  the  Filipinos  would  have  adopted 
the  agreement  anyway.  I  am  sorry  that 
it  is  in  the  conference  report.  If  the 
House  were  not  now  in  recess  I  would 
be  willing  to  go  back  and  try  to  have  the 
amendment  removed,  but  I  believe  that 
in  view  of  the  critical  condition  of  the 
natives  in  the  Philippines,  and  the  fact 
that  the  trade  agreement  bill  will  be  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Filipinos  any  way,  I  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Senate  should  agree  to  the 
conference  report  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  LA  FOLLETTE.  Mr.  President,  I 
wish  to  subscribe  to  every  word  which 
has  been  uttered  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Taft.]  When  I  learned  of  this 
situation  I  was  very  much  aroused  be¬ 
cause  it  seemed  to  me,  as  I  stated  when 
the  trade  agreements  bill  was  before  the 
Senate  a  few  days  ago,  that  it  contained 
many  provisions  which  I  considered  to  be 
very  harsh.  I  felt  then,  as  I  feel  now, 
that  because  of  the  time  factor  involved 
the  Senate  has  had  no  real  opportunity 
to  exez’cise  its  full  and  free  legislative 
powers  in  connection  with  the  enact- 
rnent  of  the  bill.  In  my  judgment,  con¬ 
necting  up  this  relief  bill  with  the 
act  has  absolutely  no  justification, 
either  owe  and  have  an  obligation 
these  damage  claims  or  we  have 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  logi 
son  or  justice  in  providing 
over  $500  may  be  paid  unles 


It 
rea- 
b  claim 
til  the 


something  to  force  the  Filipinos  into/  n^ent. 


Philippine  government  ent^  into  the 
trade  agreement  providec^/ for  in  the 
Trade  Agreements  Act. 

I  consider  it  tp  be  unfortunate 
that  such  a  situatftm  sl^uld  confront  us; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  recognize  that 
if  we  were  to  opposaTlvs  report  and  were 
successful  in  our  pppo^ion  it  would  de¬ 
lay  the  paymenL-bf  clainis  of  those  who 
perhaps  may  be  in  most  ^e  straits  and 
need  the  money  more  thaA  others  who 
are  better  situated.  I  wisly  however, 
emphatically  to  place  in  the  ^cord  my 
strenuous  objection  to  putting^is  pis¬ 
tol,  so  to  speak,  to  the  head  of  th^^^eople 
of  the  Philippine  Islands,  when  I  d\  not 
think  it  is  necessary,  but  is  entirelyto- 
called  for,  and  I  want  to  make  my  in^^ 
Vidual  apologies  to  them  for  having-, 
^/found  myself  in  this  legislative  'predica- 


signing  a  trade  agreement  which  thej^ 
may  subsequently  say  was  signed  un^^r 
duress,  or  under  some  condition  which 
they  did  not  approve.  / 

Mr.  TYDINGS.  Mr.  President,  1  share 
completely  the  point  of  view  of, the  Sen¬ 
ator  from  Ohio.  There  are  t^o  things, 
however,  which  alleviate  to  some  extent 
the  apparent  unfairness  of  the  situation. 
The  first  is  that  all  claims  of  $500  pr  less 
may  be  paid  without  waiting  until  the 
trade  agreement  has  peen  signed.  That 
will  undoubtedly  cover  the  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  smaller'  claims  which  will  be 
filled,  and  no  delay  will  be  experienced. 
Secondly,  Mr.  McNutt  has  told  me  that 
he  has  already  begun  to  set  up  the  com- 
inission,  and  that  a  great  deal  of  pre¬ 
liminary  work  has  been  done,  but  obvi¬ 
ously,  with  respect  to  the  larger  claims, 
there  wUl  elapse  a  couple  of  months  be¬ 
fore  the  machinery  will  be  in  such  shape 
as  to  approve  the  claims  in  their  final 
form.  While  there  Is  an  actual  com¬ 
pulsion  in  accordance  with  what  has  been 
iricorporated  by  the  other  House,  even  If 


Mr.  TYDINGS.  Mr.  President,  I  share 
completely  the  sentiments  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin.  I  should  like  to  make 
the  additional  point  that  as  I  under¬ 
stand,  the  House  would  not  pass  the 
Philippine  rehabilitation  bill,  which  went 
over  there  on  the  3d  of  December,  until 
the  Senate  acted  on  the  trade  bill.  All 
the  way  through  I  think  the  House  has 
been  overly  concerned  about  the  fairness 
of  the  Senate’s  attitude  on  these  matters. 
If  it  would  not  occasion  additional  de¬ 
lay,  we  would  not  be  here  with  this  re¬ 
port;  but  the  House  is  in  recess,  and  I 
think  more  good  will  come  from  this  pro¬ 
cedure  than  if  we  follow  a  different 
course  at  the  expense  of  the  Filipinos 
who  need  relief. 

Mr.  AUSTIN.  Mr.  President,  I  did 
not  sign  the  report  until  a  few  minutes 
ago.  I  consented  to  the  report  with  the 
definite  imderstanding  that  the  pistol 
was  not  effective  and  did  not  have  any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  matter,  because  the 
Philippine  government  was  eager  to  have 
the  agreement  signed  and  the  confer¬ 


ence  report  signed.  So  the  element  of  ' 
coercion  was  urmecessary,  superfluous, 
and  unfortunate.  If  we  were  not  in  the 
situation  that  the  exigencies  of  the  Phil¬ 
ippine  government  are  very  great,  I 
would  feel  that  we  ought  not  to  accept 
the  conference  report  with  this  element 
of  coercion  in  it,  but,  under  the  circum¬ 
stances,  I  shall  act  consistejjftly  with  my 
signature  of  this  morning,'' 

Mr.  TYDINGS.  I  move  the  adoption 
of  the  conference  report. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  (Mr.  Gos¬ 
sett  in  the  chair).  The  question  is  on 
agreeing  to  the  conference  report. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 
v;ar  department  civil  functions  ap¬ 
propriations— conference  REPORT 

Mr.  THOMAS  of  Oklahoma.  Mr." 
President,  I  send  to  the  desk  the  confer¬ 
ence  report  on  the  War  Department  civil 
functions  bill,  and  ask  unanimous  con¬ 
sent  for  its  immediate  consideration. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  re¬ 
port  will  be  read. 

The  legislative  clerk  read  the  report, 
as  follows: 

The  committee  of  conference  on  the  dis¬ 
agreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
5400)  making  appropriations  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1947,  for  civil  functions 
administered  by  the  War  Department,  and 
for  other  purposes,  having  niet,  after  full  and 
free  conference,  have  agreed  to  recommend 
and  do  recommend  to  their  respective  Houses 
as  follows: 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  Its  amend¬ 
ment  numbered  4V2- 

Amendment  numbered  2;  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  Senate  numbered  2,  and  agree  to 
the  same  with  an  amendment,  as  follows :  In 
lieu  of  the  sum  proposed  by  said  amendment 
insert  “$110,125,250";  and  the  Senate  agree 
to  the  same. 

Amendment  numbered  3:  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  Senate  numbered  3,  and  agree  to 
the  same  with  an  amendment  as  follows:  In 
lieu  of  the  sum  proposed  by  said  amendment 
insert  “$144,065,000”;  and  the  Senate  agree 
to  the  same. 

Amendment  numbered  6:  That  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  of  the  Senate  numbered  6,  and  agree  to 
the  same  with  an  amendment  as  follows:  In 
leu  of  the  sum  named  in  said  amendment 
iWert  “$760,000”;  and  the  Senate  agree  to 
thVsame. 

Ai^endment  numbered  8:  That  the  House 
reced^rom  its  disagreement  to  the  amend¬ 
ment  oXthe  Senate  numbered  8,  and  agree  to 
the  same\wlth  an  amendment  as  follows:  In 
line  6  of  the  matter  Inserted  by  said  amend¬ 
ment,  strik^ut  the  word  “equal”  and  Insert 
in  lieu  thereof  the  word  “comparable”;  and 
the  Senate  agr^  to  the  same. 

The  committe^f  conference  report  in  dis¬ 
agreement  amendlijents  numbered  1,  4,  6, 
and  7. 

EihtfER  Thomas, 
Cai^Hayden, 

JohitH.  Overton-, 

Elbert'd.  Thomas, 

Chan  GtaNEY, 

'  '  C.  WAYLAfii^  Brooks, 

Clyde  M. 

Managers  on  the  Part  of  the  Senate. 
John  H.  Kerr,' 

George  Mahon,  ' 

W.  F.  Norrell, 

Joe  Hendricks, 

Michael  J.  Kirwak, 

Francis  Case, 

Harve  TTbbott, 

Managers  on  the  Part  of  the  House,  x 


[Public  Law  375 — 79th  CongressJ 
[Chapter  248 — 2d  Session] 

[S.  1757] 

AN  ACT 

To  amend  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  with  reference  to  veterans  preference, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That  section  16  of 
the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

“dispositions  to  veterans 

“Seo.  16.  (a)  Tlie  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regulations  to 
effectuate  the  objectives  of  this  Act  to  aid  veterans  in  the  acquisition 
of  surplus  proiierty,  in  appropriate  quantities  and  types,  to  enable 
them  to  establish  and  maintain  their  own  small  business,  professional, 
or  agricultural  enterprises.  Disposals  of  surplus  property  (except  real 
property)  to  veterans  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given  priority  over 
all  other  disposals  of  2Droperty  provided  for  in  this  Act  except  transfers 
to  Government  agencies  under  section  12. 

“(b)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  12  of  this  Act,  the 
Administrator  may  cause  to  be  set  aside  or  otherwise  to  be  made  avail¬ 
able  quantities  and  types  of  any  surplus  jiroperty,  except  real  prop¬ 
erty,  which  he  determines  to  be  apiiroiiriate  for  exclusive  disposal  to 
veterans  for  their  own  personal  use,  and  to  enable  them  to  establish 
and  maintain  their  own  small  business,  professional,  or  agricultural 
enterprises.  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  regulations  designed 
to  achieve  the  equitable  di.stribution  of  such  surplus  property  among 
veterans.  In  selecting  any  tyjies  or  quantities  of  surplus  property 
for  disposal  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  subsection,  the 
Administrator  shall  give  due  consideration  to  the  availability  of  ade¬ 
quate  facilities  for  and  the  costs  of  the  distribution  of  such  property. 
The  Administrator  shall  from  time  to  time  cause  to  be  comjiiled  and 
widely  publicized  information  as  to  the  types  and  quantities  of  such 
surplus  property  which  has  or  will  become  available  within  a  given 
period  of  time  for  exclusive  disjiosal  to  veterans  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  this  subsection. 

“(c)  The  Administrator  shall  prescribe  a  reasonable  time  of  not 
less  than  15  days  after  public  notice  during  which  property  offered 
to  veterans  under  this  section  shall  be  held  for  disposal  to  them.” 

Seo,.  2.  Section  12  (a)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is 
amended  to  read  as  follows : 

“  (a)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Administrator  to  facilitate  the  trans¬ 
fer  of  surjilus  pi’operty  from  one  GoV'ernment  agency  to  other  Govern¬ 
ment  agencies  for  their  own  use  and  not  for  transfer  or  disposition ;  and 
the  transfer  of  surplus  property  under  this  section  shall  be  given 
priority  over  all  other  disposals  provided  for  in  this  Act,  except  dis¬ 
posals  to  veterans  of  property  reserved  exclusively  for  veterans  under 
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subsection  (b)  of  section  16  of  this  Act.  The  Administrator  shall 
prescribe  a  reasonable  time  within  which  Government  agencies  shall 
exercise  th^  priority  provided  by  this  subsection,  but  the  time  so  fixed 
shall  not  exceed  twenty  days  from  the  time  public  notice  is  given  of 
the  availability  of  the  surplus  property  for  disposal  to  Government 
agencies.” 

Sec.  3.  Section  12  (c)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is 
amended  to  read  as  follows : 

“(c)  The  disposal  agency  responsible  for  any  such  property  shall 
transfer  it  to  the  Government  agency  acquiring  it  at  the  fair  value 
of  the  property  as  fixed  by  the  disposal  agency,  under  regulations  pre¬ 
scribed  b}'^  the  Administrator,  unless  transfer  without  reimbursement 
or  transfer  of  funds  is  authorized  under  subsection  (d)  of  this  section.” 

Sec.  4.  Section  12  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is  amended 
by  adding  a  new  subsection  (d)  to  read  as  follows : 

“(d)  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  section  34  (a)  of  this  Act, 
no  Government  agency  may  transfer  any  property  to  any  other  Gov¬ 
ernment  agency  without  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  under 
authority  of  any  law  approved  prior  to  June  22,  1944.  Any  disposal 
agency  may  transfer  surplus  property  to  a  Government  agency  with¬ 
out  reimbursement  or  transfer  of  funds  whenever  a  transfer  on  such 
terms  by  the  owning  agency  (by  which  such  property  was  declared 
surplus)  would  be  authorized  by  any  law  approved  subsequent  to 
June  21,  1944,  to  be  made  to  the  Government  agency  desiring  such 
property.” 

Sec.  5.  Section  13  (f)  of  the  Surplus  Property  Act  of  1944  is 
amended  to  read  as  follows : 

“(f)  The  disposal  of  surplus  property  under  this  section  to  States 
and  political  subdivisions  and  instrumentalities  thereof  shall  be  given 
priority  over  all  other  disposals  of  property  provided  for  in  this  Act, 
except  transfers  to  Government  agencies  under  section  12  and  dis¬ 
posals  to  veterans  under  section  16  and  purchases  made  under  sub¬ 
section  (e)  of  section  18 :  Provided^  That  the  Administrator  may  pre¬ 
scribe  a  reasonable  time  during  which  such  priority  shall  be  exercised.” 

Sec.  6.  The  last  sentence  of  subsection  (e)  of  section  18  thereof  is 
hereby  amended  to  read  as  follows:  “The  disposal  of  surplus  prop¬ 
erty  under  this  subsection  shall  be  given  priority  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  transfers  to  other  Government  agencies  under  section  12  and 
disposals  to  veterans  under  section  16.  The  provisions  of  subsection 
(c)  of  section  12  shall  be  applicable  to  purchases  made  under  this 
subsection.” 

Approved  May  3,  1946. 
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